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Seminars

Friday, November 9, Dr. Stavros Papadopulos and Dr. Remy Hennet, S.S. Papadopulos and Associates, Bethesda, MD, “Potential and Actual Impacts of Rock Mining on the Northwest Wellfield, Miami-Dade County, Florida”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, November 13, Dr. Carole McIvor, Environmental Sciences, University of Virginia, “Mangrove-Associated Fish: Lessons for Habitat Conservation & Management”, Room 4A-332, 12:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 13, Dr. Bridget Scanlon, Texas Bureau of Economic Geology, “Impacts of Changing Land Use on Subsurface Water Resources in Semiarid Regions”, National Center Auditorium, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November 14, Elena Nilsen, USGS, Portland, OR, “Sedimentary Organic Biomarkers Show Detrimental Impacts of PAHs on Estuarine Microbial Biomass During the 20th Century in San Francisco Bay”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 15, George Veni, Director, National Cave and Karst Research Institute, “The Status of Cave and Karst Research, Management, and Education in the United States”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, November 15, Dave Naftz, USGS, Utah Water Science Center, Salt Lake City, UT, “Great Salt Lake, Utah: Mercury Methylation Factory or Hemispheric Bird Habitat?”, Visitors Center, 1:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Friday, November 16, Jurate M. Landwehr, NRP, BRR/ER, “A Case of Interhemispheric Concurrence: Major Climate Variability Across the Northeastern Pacific and the Southern Great Basin Corresponds with East Antarctica Over Three Glacial Cycles”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m. (This seminar was her invited GSA talk co-authored with Ike Winograd)
Notices
Delegation of Authority:  As Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on Thursday and Friday, Harry Jenter will be serving as Acting Branch Chief.
2008 Federal Benefits Open Season:  Open Season begins on November 12, 2007 and ends on December 10, 2007.  During this open season you may make changes to your health plans (FEHB), dental and vision plans (FEDVIP) and to your Flexible Spending Accounts (FSAFEDS).  A quick guide to the Federal benefits programs is available at: http://opm.gov/insure/quickguide.asp.  Questions should be directed to your servicing human resources office.
USGS Karst Interest Group, Workshop and Call for Papers:  The USGS's Karst Interest Group (KIG) will be hosting the 4th Karst Interest Group Workshop on May 27-29, 2008 in Bowling Green, Kentucky.   The purpose of the workshop is to bring together scientists from different offices of the USGS and DOI to present the results of scientific work in karst areas or discuss karst related programs in their Bureaus or Offices. A USGS Scientific Investigations Report of the proceedings papers will be published.  Thus, papers must be approved for publication through the normal report review process of your agency.  There is a 10-page limit on papers.  Deadlines for submissions are as follows:

· November 26, 2007 - Submit Title, Author(s) and brief description of paper or poster via email to Eve Kuniansky at elkunian@usgs.gov
· January 11, 2008 - Request colleague reviewers, if you need help finding some, via email to Eve Kuniansky

· March 14, 2008 - Camera-ready copy of paper submitted by email to Eve Kuniansky

For more information regarding joining the KIG or for instructions regarding paper preparation for the workshop, please email Eve Kuniansky.
MODFLOW Improvements Announced:  The Office of Ground Water is pleased to announce the availability of two new MODFLOW capabilities and two new computer programs for model analysis.  They are:
· SUB-WT, which simulates vertical compaction in models of regional ground-water flow. The program simulates ground-water storage changes and compaction in discontinuous interbeds or in extensive confining units, accounting for stress-dependent changes in storage properties.  More info is available at http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/gwsoftware/modflow.html.
· Ground-Water Management (GWM) Process for MODFLOW-2005 (MF2005-GWM), which is a process that has been modified to work with MODFLOW-2005. Input to MF2005-GWM is nearly identical to that for the MODFLOW-2000 version of GWM (MF2K-GWM), with only one required change. More info is available at http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/gwsoftware/gwm/gwm.html and http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/gwsoftware/mf2005_gwm/MF2005-GWM.html.

· OPR-PPR, which is a program to assess the relative importance of various kinds of data to model prediction uncertainty using the Observation-Prediction (OPR) and Parameter-Prediction (PPR) linear statistics. The OPR statistic indicates the percent change in model prediction uncertainty that results from the addition or omission of one or more observations (ground-water levels, ground-water fluxes, and so forth), either individually or in groups.  More info is available at http://water.usgs.gov/software/OPR-PPR.html.

· MMA, which is a program used to evaluate results from alternative (multiple) models of a single system using the same set of observations for all models. The multiple models need to be calibrated by nonlinear regression prior to an application of MMA. More information is available at http://typhoon.mines.edu/freeware/mma/.

Computational Methods in Water Resources Workshop in San Francisco:  The XVII International Conference on Computational Methods in Water Resources (CMWR08) will be held from July 6-10, 2008, in San Francisco. This conference is the premier venue for information exchange across the entire spectrum of computational research addressing aqueous subsurface systems. The diverse Special Sessions at CMWR08 include quite a few few sessions with USGS (and NRP) convenors; see http://www-esd.lbl.gov/CMWR08/special_sessions/index.html.  Additional information on the session on “Mass and Heat Transport in Geothermal Systems,” organized by Karsten Pruess and Marcelo Lippmann of LBL, is available at http://www-esd.lbl.gov/CMWR08/special_sessions/Pruess_Transport.html.

FY 08 Funding for Scientific Data Rescue:  The GIO is soliciting proposals and will provide limited funding support for efforts to properly archive paper scientific records.  In FY 07, the KY, TX, TN, and NV WSCs were successful in this competition, obtaining funds to process paper tapes and store unit value data in NWIS.  Submissions will be accepted until December 15.  After that date, the submissions will be compiled and grouped for the respective Disciplines to prioritize.  Pending USGS budget approval, distribution of the funds will proceed in January of 2008.  Information regarding this solicitation can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/irm/rescue.html.
Preliminary Announcement of Greater Everglades Ecosystem Restoration Conference (GEER '08): GEER '08 will be held July 28 - August 1, 2008 in Naples, FL.  The conference program will consist of plenary sessions with invited speakers and Restoration Coffee Houses focusing on critical themes regarding Greater Everglades restoration. The conference also will have traditional breakout sessions featuring presentations selected from abstract submissions, as well as workshops structured around particular topics. If you are interested in developing a workshop, please contact Dr. G. Ronnie Best by telephone at: 954-577-6354 or by email at: Ronnie_Best@usgs.gov.  GEER ‘08 also will feature at least two pre-conference symposia on Biogeochemistry/Contaminants and Social and Human Sciences.  A formal online Call for Abstracts and Workshop Proposals will be distributed by year-end with a response deadline of March 1, 2008.  The conference will be held at the Naples Grande located at 475 Seagate Drive in Naples, FL. (Tel: 239-597-3232; Fax: 239-594 6310.).  The Naples Grande is offering the prevailing Federal Per Diem Rate for the conference, which is $117 per night, (plus 10% tax) with one or two people in a room (single or double occupancy). An additional charge of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) will apply for each additional adult (up to four adults per room). Children age fifteen (15) and under stay free in the same room as their parents, providing an opportunity for your spouse and children to join you. The standard daily resort fee of $10.00 has been waived especially for GEER ‘08 attendees.

NWQMC Award Nominations Sought:  The National Water Quality Monitoring Council is soliciting nominations for the 2008 Elizabeth Jester Fellows Award to be presented at the Sixth National Monitoring Conference in Atlantic City, New Jersey, May 18-22, 2008.  Established in tribute to and in memory of Elizabeth Fellows (1944-2000), the award recognizes and honors an individual who exemplifies Elizabeth’s dedicated service and leadership in the field of water quality monitoring.  The 2008 EJF Award Criteria and Nomination Form are available on the conference website at http://www.wef.org/ConferencesTraining/Conferences/Co-sponsoredEvents/EJFAward.htm.  Please e-mail completed forms to FellowsAward@wef.org by November 16, 2007.
Steve Hostettler Joins BRR/WR:  Steve Hostettler, formerly a member of the Regional Hydrologist's staff, has joined BRR/WR effective October 1.  Steve started his career with the USGS as an NRC/USGS post-doctoral associate at the  National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder in 1987; was a member of the Arid Regions Climate Project in BRR/CR from 1989-1994; and served on the Western Region Hydrologist’s staff from1994-2007.  Steve has also been an Adjunct Professor at Oregon State University since 1994.  His duty station will continue to be Corvallis.  Steve does climate-related research across a wide range of temporal (the past 106 years and into the future) and spatial (global to local) scales.  His current focus is on developing and applying global- and regional-scale climate models to quantify and explain interactions between the atmosphere, surface hydrologic systems, vegetation, glaciers, and wildfire. Welcome aboard, Steve!  

Passing of Jacob Rubin:  BRR/WR alumnus Jacob Rubin, 88, died 24 October 2007 in Redwood City, California.  Born 1 February 1919 in Wloclawek, Poland, Jake excelled in mathematics and science as a young man. Sensing the impending Holocaust, his parents sent him to England to finish high school, and then to UCLA to start college. Cut off (and eventually orphaned) by the German invasion of Poland in 1939, Jake migrated to Berkeley, where he received a BS in 1942 and a PhD in 1949 in soil science. Between degrees, he served in the U.S. Army as an infantryman in the Pacific theater of World War II.  He also married and started a family. In 1950 he moved to Israel, working at the Agricultural Research Station at Rehovoth as a Soil Physicist. He became Chair of the Irrigation and Soil Physics Department in 1956 and Director of the Institute of Soils and Water in 1959.  Fundamental research into the nature of unsaturated flow at Rehovoth led to a series of seminal papers combining theory, experimental data, and numerical modeling on infiltration, drainage, and redistribution.  In 1962 Jake joined the USGS in Menlo Park, where he led research into unsaturated flow and reactive solute transport until retiring in 1995. He championed the early application of numerical models to hydrologic analysis and was instrumental in establishing the National Training Center in Denver. In 1975 Jake joined Stanford University as a Consulting Professor and taught courses in soil science and solute transport there for many years.  In 1977 he received the Oscar E. Meinzer Award from the Geological Society of America for his work on dispersion-affected transport of reacting solutes. In the mid-1980s Jake led the group that produced “Principles of National, Perennial Acquisition and Analysis of Data on Water Quality,” which became the basis of the USGS National Water Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program.  He advised the Department of Energy on nuclear waste disposal and served on Academy of Science and other advisory panels. His later research, on the mathematical topology of reaction networks, developed practical tools for solving coupled systems in which both kinetically controlled and equilibrium-controlled reactions take place.  Jacob’s passion for creative thinking and mentoring inspired many colleagues, students, and policy leaders over the course of a productive, 45-year career. His intellect was tempered and guided by a remarkable brand of optimistic humanism.  Devoted to family, he is survived by his wife since 1943, two sons, a daughter, a nephew, and nine grandchildren. He will be missed.
Assistance to Employees Affected by the California Wildfires:  Below are some Web sites that provide information to assist those affected by the fires: 

· The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) has established a toll-free number (1-800-307-8298) for Federal employees and retirees affected by the tragedy. Please see the following link to the OPM press release for more information: http://www.opm.gov/news/opm-activates-tollfree-hotline-to-assist-federal-employees-and-annuitants-impacted-by-california-wildfires,1332.aspx
· Human Resources Flexibilities Available to Assist Federal Employees Affected by Severe Weather Conditions or Other Emergency Situations: http://www.opm.gov/oca/compmemo/2007/2007-06.asp
· OPM has established a Web site with general information on the California wildfires at: http://www.opm.gov/CaliforniaFires
· Employees who wish to assist friends, family or coworkers affected by the fires may get additional information about making cash contributions to qualified relief organizations at: http://www.opm.gov/cfc/disasters/index.asp
National Center Safety Training:  The National Center conducted their annual Occupant Emergency Plan (OEP) and Continuity of Operations (COOP) training last week.  For anyone who was not able to attend the training sessions online training is available.  Each of the training sessions are PowerPoint presentations and will take about 10 minutes to review.  OEP http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/OEP-COOP07GeneralEmployeeTrainingwithnotes.ppt#281,2,OEP GOALS, and COOP http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/USGS%20COOP%20Awareness%20Level%20Training-Short%20Version%20Studentx08.ppt.  The information handed out at the training has some very important  information and contact numbers.
USGS Library Announces Access to Major Reference Works and E-Books Online: The USGS Library recently has added bureau-wide access to a number of major reference works and to other electronic books in the earth and natural sciences. The newest addition to this collection is the 10-volume set of Treatise on Geophysics. This Elsevier publication is the only comprehensive, state-of-the-art, integrated summary of the present state of geophysics. It offers an array of articles from some of the top scientists around the world and deals with all the major parts of solid-earth geophysics. The Treatise on Geophysics may be accessed directly at: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/referenceworks/9780444527486.  Additionally, a large collection of E-Books is available online for use by all USGS staff. This collection is searchable in the Library’s online catalog by author, title, or subject.  A complete list of the books available may be browsed by typing in the term “ebook” in the Subject Keyword search box of the online catalog.  For more information, contact the USGS Library at library@usgs.gov or visit the Digital Desktop Library at http://internal.usgs.gov/library.
New Guidance for Nightly Computer Shutdown at the National Center: As an energy-saving action, National Center employees are now being asked to turn off monitors, computers and other unnecessary equipment at the end of each work day, whenever possible.  This request supersedes a previous request from the GIO to log-off, but not turn-off, this equipment.  The Technical Support Team (TST) now has the ability to power-up and turn-off National Center computers remotely, and, thus, is able to perform remote software upgrades regardless of whether your computer was left powered-on or not.  Please note that the TST does not have the ability to power-on power strips or uninterruptible power supplies.  Therefore, these devices still must be left turned-on each night.

Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive 2007:  For the past several years the Branch has collected food donations for FISH (Friendly Instant Sympathetic Help), which serves the Reston-Herndon area.  We would like to continue this tradition for people who are less fortunate than we at holiday time.  Please help with this food drive by providing canned goods and/or dry foods between now and Nov. 14, 2007.  Also, if anyone is looking for short-time volunteer opportunities (over the holidays), FISH needs volunteers to collect, sort, wrap gifts, and help distribute their food and gift boxes.  The boxes for our Thanksgiving collection will be located once again in Michelle’s office 5B-221.  Marge Shapira has further information and phone numbers if needed.  Thanks again for your continued support.  This is a wonderful effort.

Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  The Combined Federal Campaign has begun and will run through Tuesday, January 15, 2008.  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  Pledge cards should be sent to Emerson E. Perez-Paniagua and for additional information please contact him at x5834 or at paniagua@usgs.gov.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

November 7 Cholesterol and Heart Disease
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B2l5

RSVP to Health Unit
November 7 & 19 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

This is a support group for employees caring for elderly family members or friends.

If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Free Chairs Available:  The Branch has 12 green hardback chairs available in Conference Room 5B227.  Help yourself to one or all of them, but please claim them before November 19, 2007.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Staff Hydrologist, Office of Surface Water, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2008-0007 and the position closes on November 7.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Chief, Post Falls Office, Idaho Water Science Center, Post Falls, ID.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0022 and the position closes on November 9.

· Geologist, SES, Associate Director for Geology, USGS Director's Office, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is SES-2008-0028 and the position closes on November 13.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Orlando, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0011 and the position closes on November 16.

· Supervisory Hydrolgist, GS-12, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations and Research Section, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0027 and the position closes on November 19.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Wisconsin Water Science Center, Middleton, WI.  The announcement number is ER-2008-0025 and the position closes on November 20.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0532 and the position closes on November 26.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Chief, Data Section, Texas Water Science Center, San Angelo, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0664 and the position closes on November 26.

· Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Fort Collins Science Center (BRD), Fort Collins, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0018 and the position closes on November 26.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Hydrologic Surveillance and Analysis Section, Florida Integrated Science Center, Fort Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0014 and the position closes on November 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Assistant Director, South Dakota Water Science Center, Huron, SD.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0058 and the position closes on November 30.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Hinsby, K., Højberg, A.L., Engesgaard, P., Jensen, K.H., Larsen, F., Plummer, L.N., and Busenberg, E., 2007, Transport and Degradation of Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) in the Pyritic Rabis Creek Aquifer, Denmark, Water Resources Research, vol. 43, W10423, doi:10.1029/2006WR005854.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Dornblaser, M. M., and R. G. Striegl (2007), Nutrient (N, P) loads and yields at multiple scales and subbasin types in the Yukon River basin, Alaska, J. Geophys. Res., 112, G04S57, doi:10.1029/2006JG000366.

Halm, D.M., and M. M. Dornblaser, 2007, Water and Sediment Quality in the Yukon River and its Tributaries Between Atlin, British Columbia, Canada, and Eagle, Alaska, USA, 2004: USGS Open File Report 1197-2007, online publication: http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2007/1197/.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Kharaka, Y.K., and Otton, J.K., 2007, Preface to Special Issue on Environmental Issues Related to Oil and Gas Production:  Applied Geochemistry, v. 22, p. 2,095-2,098.

Kharaka, Y.K., Kakouros, E., Thordsen, J.J., Ambats, G., and Abbott, M.M., 2007, Fate and groundwater impacts of produced water releases at OSPER "B" site, Osage County, Oklahoma:  Applied Geochemistry, v. 22, p. 2,164-2,176.

Quade, J., Rech, J.A., Latorre, C.H., Betancourt, J.L., Gleeson, E., Arroyo, M.T.K., 2007, Soils at the hyperarid margin:  The isotopic composition of soil carbonate from the Atacama Desert:  Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, v. 71, p. 3,772-3,795.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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