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Seminars
Thursday, May 31, Dr. Young Jun Kim, DVM, Wildlife Medical Rescue Center, School of Veterinary Medicine, Kangwon National University, “Wildlife Disease Investigations in South Korea: Current Status and Developmental Needs”, Room BA-102C, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, June 6, Amélia João Fernandes, Geological Institute, Environmental Secretariat of the State of Sao Paulo, Brazil, “Fracture Survey and Cenozoic Tectonics Applied to the Hydrogeology of Eocretaceous Basalt Floods, Ribeirao Preto, Brazil”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Notices
Delegation of Authority:  As Pierre Glynn will be out of the office this week, Harry Jenter will be serving as Acting Branch Chief.

Hear Ye, Hear Ye.  Time for the Picnic is Fast Approaching!!
Your humble Picnic Czar is still asking for volunteers.
· People to volunteer desserts - (Please call Janet Hannon at ext 5202)

· People to help with set up (2 hours on June 7)

· People to help with clean-up (1 hour at most)

· People to commit and BUY TICKETS from their project assistants

Picnic date/time:  JUNE 7th from 4-6 PM.  Ticket Price: $9.99 each, Children under 10 are FREE.  Deadline for ticket sales:  JUNE 4th!!

Draft Report from EPA Hypoxia Advisory Panel Available Online:  A draft report from the EPA Science Advisory Board Hypoxia Advisory Panel is out for public comment and available at http://www.epa.gov/sab/pdf/5-24-07_hap_draft.pdf.  The draft incudes a discussion on nutrient transport, including work by USGS NASQAN, SPARROW, and discussion of various alternatives for managing nutrients, including a section on ethanol and water quality. This report contains about 50 pages of references, and is a valuable compilation of science. However, readers should keep in mind this is just a draft and, hence, should be sure to note disclaimers and use accordingly.

Interagency Workshop on the Environmental Implications of Nanotechnology:  The "Interagency Workshop on the Environmental Implications of Nanotechnology" will be held from Wednesday, September 5, 2007 through Friday, September 7, 2007 in Washington, D.C.  The workshop will feature presentations by EPA STAR, NSF, NIEHS, and NIOSH grant researchers who will discuss the latest science related to the potential effects of nanotechnology on human health and the environment. Additional talks will be given by various government agency program officials. The goal of the conference is to increase communication and knowledge among scientists and engineers working in the area of potential environmental implications of engineered nanomaterials. The conference is open to members of academia, government, nongovernmental organizations, industry, and the general public.  Additional conference information can be obtained from the following contacts:  Nora Savage, (202) 343-9858, savage.nora@epa.gov; Estella Waldman, (202) 343-9803, waldman.estella@epa.gov; or Tina Conley, (202) 343-9829, conley.tina@epa.gov and from the following websites:  http://www.epa.gov/ncer/nano; http://www.nano.gov; http://www.nsf.gov/crssprgm/nano/; or http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/nanotech/.
Motorboat Operator Certification Training Course:  This training will be held at the Kentucky Water Science Center from 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, June 19 through noon Friday, June 22.  This course involves “hands-on” watercraft activities, including watercraft handling and maneuvering, docking, emergency procedures, fire suppression, and trailering exercises, as well as classroom instruction.  This is a required DOI training course for those operating watercraft less than 26 feet.  Attendance will be limited to a maximum of 24 students and a minimum of 15 students.  The training fee is $1000.00 to cover instruction and course materials.  In addition, attendees will be responsible for all travel and per diem costs.  The attendee’s office will be an electronically standard voucher for the $1000.00 fee.  Those who are interested should submit their information to Dennis L. McClain (dmcclain@usgs.gov) no later than June 1, 2007. Please submit name, title, address, email address, and account number.  Hotel and course information will be forwarded to all attendees after.  Each office will be responsible for completing the SF-182, training form.  If you need any other information, please call Dennis McClain at (502) 493-1920.
Career-Development Training at USGS/Reston 6/27 - 6/28:  A two-day career-development workshop will be offered in Reston on Wednesday, June 27, 2007 and Thursday, June 28, 2007.  This training is open to all USGS employees and runs from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day.  There is no tuition cost.  Please register in DOI Learn.  The primary contact for the course is Leigh Healy, who can be reached at (703) 648-6825 or lhealy@usgs.gov.
Fiber-Optic Temperature Workshop at Oregon State:  John Selker of Oregon State University is organizing a September workshop on a new and powerful new tool for understanding distributed environmental processes.  Distributed, fiber-optic measurement of temperature is now feasible with temperature resolution on the order of 0.01 oC and spatial resolution of 1 m over lengths exceeding 10,000 m.  For the details of the workshop, visit http://oregonstate.edu/conferences/fiberoptic2007/ or contact John Selker at selkerj@engr.orst.edu.  Participation will be limited to the first 20 registrants.
National Center Escalator Outage June 1, 2007:  The escalators at the USGS National Center in Reston will be out of service from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Friday June 1, 2007 for annual maintenance.

National Center Steam Outage June 9, 2007:  Steam service at the USGS National Center in Reston will be interrupted between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on Saturday June 9, 2007 due to installation of a new generator in the Power Plant.  Building operating engineers will adjust systems accordingly to minimize the impact of this service interruption. However, some spaces within the building may become cooler than usual and humidity levels in controlled spaces may also increase. Domestic hot-water throughout the building will not be available during this outage as well.  Please direct any questions to Bob Sapp on extension 7520.

Pre-Retirement Course:  The course will be held on Tuesday, October 24 through Wednesday, October 25, 2007, in 1B-215.  The cost for this two day class is $250.00 per person.  Spouses are encouraged to attend.  Register by logging into https://doilearn.doi.gov.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rebecca Rabuck at 202-208-3446 or email rebecca_l_rabuck@nbc.gov.
Welcome to Our New Summer Students:

· Bonnie Duong, a Mathematics Major with a Minor in Earth Science at George Mason University.  She will assist Kathy Conko and Blair Jones with their Saline Water project. Bonnie will be working from Blair’s office (5B-218).  Please stop by and say hello.
· Giselle Figueroa-Sota, a Chemistry Major with a Math Minor at the University of Puerto Rico.  She is also a native from Maryland.  Giselle will assist Isabelle Cozzarelli and Jeanne Jaeschke with data analyst at the Norman Oklahoma Landfill site in addition to other projects. Giselle’s office is 5B-130 (bull pen) and  wet chemistry lab 5B-442. Extension 5864.
· Jan Paul Zegarra, a student from the University of Puerto Rico - Mayaguez.  He has earned his BS in Biology and is currently pursuing his Masters in Zoology.  Jan Paul will work with Martha Scholl on the Luquillo web project for the summer.  Please stop by the 5th floor bull pen to meet him; his extension is 6858.
· Erika Justiniano-Valez, a Civil Engineering student at the University of Puerto Rico.  She will assist Cliff Hupp, Nancy Rybicki and Tom Yanosky with Roanoke River and Chesapeake Bay research in addition to other projects.  Erika is located in 1B-219, ext. 5263.  Please stop by and say hello.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13/14, Chief, Quality Assurance Section, National Water Quality Laboratory, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0373 and the position closes on May 30.

· Hydrologist, GS-15, Volcano Hazards Program Coordinator, Office of Geology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0246 and the position closes on June 1.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Data Chief, Hydrologic Data Section, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0434 and the position closes on June 11.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Hydrologic Modeling and Investigations Section, North Carolina Water Science Center, Raleigh, NC.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0129 and the position closes on June 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Austin or Houston or Fort Worth, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0413 and the position closes on June 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist (Ground Water), California Water Science Center, San Diego or Sacramento, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0398 and the position closes on June 18.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Staff Hydrologist, Colorado Water Science Center, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0422 and the position closes on June 22.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0316 and the position closes on June 27.

· Geologist, SES, Associate Director for Geology, USGS Director's Office, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is SES-2007-0023 and the position closes on June 29.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Bi-annual Discrimination and Whistleblower Training Due September 30, 2007: The “Notification and Federal Employee Anti-Discrimination and Retaliation Act”, commonly known as the No FEAR Act, requires biannual training for all DOI employees. The purpose of the training is to make employees and supervisors aware of their rights, remedies, and responsibilities in both employment discrimination and “whistleblowing”. Once completed, this training may be credited toward one hour of the mandatory annual four hours of EEO and/or Diversity training for managers and supervisors. All USGS employees must complete this training by September 30, 2007. It is the responsibility of each manager and supervisor to ensure that new USGS employees complete this mandatory training within 90 days of their entrance on duty. There is no cost to access this training via DOI LEARN. Alternate methods are available for employees without computer access or who are experiencing problems completing the training on-line. Melanie K. Hood, Office of Employee Development, is the DOI LEARN Program Manager for USGS and is responsible for assigning this course to users. Information on alternate delivery methods is available by contacting Ms. Hood via email, mkhood@usgs.gov or by phone, 303-445-4681.

Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Stollenwerk, K.G., Breit, G.N., Welch, A.H., Yount, J.C., Whitney, J.W., Foster, A.L., Uddin, M.N., Majumder, R.K., and Ahmed, N., 2007, Arsenic attenuation by oxidized aquifer sediments in  Bangladesh, in Bhattacharya, P., Welch, A.H., Stollenwerk, K.G., McLaughlin, M.J., Bundschuh, J., and Panaullah, G., eds., Arsenic in the Environment, Biology and Chemistry—Arsenic in the Environment Special Issue: The Science of the Total Environment, v. 379, p. 133-150.

Bhattacharya, P., Welch, A.H., Stollenwerk, K.G., McLaughlin, M.J., Bundschuh, J., and Panaullah, G., 2007, Arsenic in the environment, Biology and Chemistry, Editorial, in Bhattacharya, P., Welch, A.H., Stollenwerk, K.G., McLaughlin, M.J., Bundschuh, J., and Panaullah, G., eds., Arsenic in the Environment, Biology and Chemistry—Arsenic in the Environment Special Issue: The Science of the Total Environment, v. 379, p. 109-120.

Bhattacharya, P., Welch, A.H., Stollenwerk, K.G., McLaughlin, M.J., Bundschuh, J., and Panaullah, G., eds., 2007, Arsenic in the Environment: Biology and Chemistry—Arsenic in the Environment Special Issue: The Science of the Total Environment, v. 379, issues 2 and 3,  p.109-266.

Barber, L.B., Lee, K.E., Swackhamer, D.L., Schoenfuss, H.L., 2007, Reproductive responses of male fathead minnows exposed to wastewater treatment plant effluent, effluent treated with XAD8 resin, and an environmentally relevant mixture of alkylphenol compounds: Aquatic Toxicology, v. 82, p. 36-46.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Croteau, M-N., Luoma, S.N., and Pellet, B. 2007, Determining metal assimilation efficiency in aquatic invertebrates using enriched stable isotope tracers:  Aquatic Toxicology, v. 83, p. 116-125.

Hurwitz, S., Lowenstern, J.B., and Heasler, H., 2007, Spatial and temporal geochemical trends in the hydrothermal system of Yellowstone National Park:  Inferences from river solute fluxes:  Journal of Volcanology and Geothermal Research, v. 162, p. 149-171.

Nimmo, J.R., 2007, Simple predictions of maximum transport rate in unsaturated soil and rock:  Water Resources Research, v. 43, W05426, doi:10.1029/2006WR005372.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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