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Seminars
Wednesday, May 16, Erdem Karaca, USGS, Golden, “Cost-Benefit Analysis of Earthquake Provisions in Building Codes: The Case of Memphis, TN”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 17, Mark B. Lyles, MS, DMD, PHD, US Navy Bureau of Medicine & Surgery, Washington, D.C., “Potential Health Risks from Dust Exposure in the Middle East”, Visitors Center, 1:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, May 17, Robert P. Eganhouse, NRP, BRR/ER, “‘Old Pollutants Never Die-They Just Fade Away’:  The Fate of DDT on the Palos Verdes Shelf”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
USGS Director to Hold Eastern Region All-Hands Meeting: USGS Director Mark Myers is having an All-Hands meeting for Eastern Region employees on Tuesday, May 15, from 10 -11:30 a.m., in the Dallas Peck Auditorium in Reston, VA. He will discuss the State of the Survey, Eastern Region science successes and his vision for future science endeavors. The All-Hands meeting will include an opportunity for employees to ask questions.  Those who cannot participate in person may participate via phone bridge. The dial-in number is (605) 990-0550, access code: 603108#. An interpreter for the hearing impaired will be present during the meeting.

Hear Ye, Hear Ye.  Breaking Headline News from the Picnic Czar!!  We have slashed prices and will be able to offer you the chance of a lifetime - or maybe just the chance of 2007 – to buy tickets to the 4th Annual BRR/ER Barbeque Picnic for the rock-bottom cost of $9.99 each.  Children under 10 are FREE.  Famous Dave’s will be cooking for us again this year.  Desserts will come to you courtesy of the World Renowned entries to the BRR Bake-Off contest.  Be the first at your mail stop to pay your Project Assistant for your virtual ticket, and don’t forget to let Janet Hannon (ext. 5202) know what delicious finger food dessert (think cookies, bars or Brownies) you will be entering for the Bake-Off.  The Picnic will be held on June 7, 2007, from 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Deadline for ticket sales is June 4!!  See y’all there.

International Meetings and Conferences Travel for 1st Quarter of FY 2008:  Employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 1st  Quarter of FY 2008 (October, Novemvber, and December of 2007) must submit a formal request by Thursday, May 10, 2007.  This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada.  International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included.  However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please send your request to James O’Brien, jobrien@usgs.gov, 703-648-6685.  The following information should be included: name of traveler; discipline/region; the complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel.  In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations.
Southwest Water Symposium:  The Southwest Hydrology/Arizona Hydrological Society 2007 Regional Water Symposium, “Sustainable Water, Unlimited Growth, Quality of Life: Can We Have It All?” will be held on August 29-Sept. 1 in Tucson, Arizona.  Online registration is now open at www.watersymposium.org/reg.html.  Featured speakers include Peter Gleick (Director, Pacific Institute) and Bill Alley (Chief, USGS Office of Ground Water).  View the complete program at www.watersymposium.org/program.html.

USGS Leaders Recognized at DOI Award Ceremony:  There were five USGS recipients at the Senior Executive and Senior Professional Honors Ceremony this Tuesday (May 8) at the Department of Interior (DOI).  Tom Casadevall (Central Regional Director), Dave Russ (Eastern Regional Geologist) Bill Alley (Chief, Office of Ground Water), and Laurence Soderblom (Research Geophysicist) were among the “2006 Presidential Rank Award Recipients”.  Suzette Kimball (Eastern Regional Director) was among the “2006 Secretary’s Executive Leadership Award Recipients”.  Congratulations to all!
New Postal Rates:  Effective May 14, a 1-oz., first-class letter will cost $0.41.  However, one of the most important aspect of rate changes is in shape-based pricing (SBP).  The cost of mailings will also depend on the shape (letter, card, flats, and packages).  We can realize some savings by choosing the proper mail class, the proper mailing product to use, and by using various alternatives available to us for processing mail. Here are some tips for managing mail costs under SBP: http://edcintranet.cr.usgs.gov/BB/index.php?act=Attach&type=post&id=76. You can find the new rates at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/oms/Notice123.pdf.

Irradiated Mail:  Prior to delivery, the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) irradiates mail addressed to the White House, congressional offices, and federal government offices with zip codes beginning 202-205. During the irradiation process, some mail may acquire a yellowish look and a brittle feel.  The following items should not be mailed through the USPS to impacted zip codes because they will be damaged or destroyed during irradiation: photographic film, computer disks, CDs, some electronic equipment (e.g. PDAs), seeds, plants, and other biological material.  According to the USPS, mail delivery is delayed up to five working days due to the irradiation process.  Questions regarding irradiation should be directed to Sondra White, Program Analyst, on (202) 208-4020, Sondra_c_white@nbc.gov.
Deadlines for Submission of FY07 Requisitions and FY08 Requisitions with October 1, 2007 Starts:

June 8
Exercise of priced contract options with a start date of October 1, 2007 (FY 2008 requirements)
June 22
Purchase orders $25,001 - $100,000
July 13
Purchase orders $3,001 - $25,000
GSA schedule orders $500,000 and over
Negotiated delivery orders against USGS and other agency contracts
All contract modifications except deobligations
Exercise of priced purchase order options with a start date of October 1, 2007 (FY 2008 requirements)
Welcome to Our New Summer Students:

· Jasmine Farsht, a Biology Major at George Mason University with a strong interest in Microbiology. She will assist Isabelle Cozzarelli and Jeanne Jaeschke with data analyst at the Norman Oklahoma Landfill site in addition to other projects.  Jasmine is located in 5B-111B, ext. 5846 and she can also be found in the wet chemistry lab 5B-442.  Please stop by and say hello.
· Bridget Lins, a Biology and English Major at James Madison University.  She will assist Cliff Hupp, Nancy Rybicki and Tom Yanosky with Roanoke River and Chesapeake Bay research in addition to other projects.  Bridget is located in 1B-219, ext. 6262.  Please stop by and say hello.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0329 and the position closes on May 14.

· Chemist, GS-11, Staff Chemist, National Water Quality Laboratory, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0344 and the position closes on May 18.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Technician, Montana Water Science Center, Kalispell, MT.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0352 and the position closes on May 18.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Technician, Montana Water Science Center, Fort Peck, MT.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0352 and the position closes on May 18.

· Research Oceanographer, GS-14, Florida Integrated Science Center, St. Petersburg, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0119 and the position closes on May 22.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Chief, Hydrologic Data Section, Hawaii Water Science Center, Honolulu, HI.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0386 and the position closes on May 23.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Alabama Water Science Center, Montgomery, AL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0120 and the position closes on May 24.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13/14, Chief, Quality Assurance Section, National Water Quality Laboratory, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0373 and the position closes on May 30.

· Hydrologist, GS-15, Volcano Hazards Program Coordinator, Office of Geology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0246 and the position closes on June 1.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Austin or Houston or Fort Worth, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0413 and the position closes on June 14.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Colorado Water Science Center, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0409 and the position closes on June 15.

· Geologist, SES, Associate Director for Geology, USGS Director's Office, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is SES-2007-0023 and the position closes on June 29.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Ling Liu, Tindall, J.A., Friedel, M.J., and Wiexian Zhang, 2006, Biodegradation of organic chemicals in soil/water microcosms System—Model Development, Journal of Water, Air, and Soil Pollution, ISSN: 0049-6979 (Paper) 1573-2932 (Online) DOI: 10.1007/s11270-006-9185-z. Issue:  Online First, Pages: 1 – 13. Available online at:

http://www.springerlink.com/content/94v2587344556636/?p=088ad8ba6e614547a0dfb438c4e42408&pi=0
Ling Liu, Tindall, J.A., and Friedel, M.J., 2007, Biodegradation of PAHs and PCBs in soils and sludges: Journal of Water, Air, and Soil Pollution, ISSN: 0049-6979 (Paper) 1573-2932 (Online) DOI: 10.1007/s11270-006-9299-3. Available online at:

http://www.springerlink.com/content/k705ngxu51831300/ 

Figueroa-Johnson, M.A., Tindall, J.A., and Friedel, M.J., 2007, A comparison of 18Oδ composition of water extracted from suction lysimeters, centrifugation, and azeotropic distillation: Journal of Water, Air, and Soil Pollution, ISSN: 0049-6979 (Print) 1573-2932 (Online) DOI 10.1007/s11270-007-9399-8. Available at: http://www.springerlink.com/content/nqm7807559972254/fulltext.pdf
New Publications from BRR/WR
Croteau, M.-N., and Luoma, S.N., 2007, Characterizing dissolved Cu and Cd uptake in terms of the biotic ligand and biodynamics using enriched stable isotopes:   Environmental Science and Technology, v. 41, p. 3,140-3,145.

Kuwabara, J.S., Topping, B.R., Woods, P.F., and Carter, J.L., 2007, Free zinc ion and dissolved orthophosphate effects of phytoplankton from Coeur d-Alene Lake, Idaho:  Environmental Science and Technology, v. 41, p. 2,811-2,817.

Kuwabara, J.S., Arai, Y., Topping, B.R., Pickering, I.J., and George, G.N., 2007, Mercury speciation in piscivorous fish from mining-impacted reservoirs:  Environmental Science and Technology, v. 41, p. 2,745-2,749.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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