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Seminars
Thursday, May 10, Ken Bencala, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Sampling in Mine Drainage -- Looking for Solute Inflows to Streams with Questions on Hyporheic Mixing”, Videostreamed, 12:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
Thursday, May 10, William D. Nordhaus, Sterling Professor of Economics, Yale University, Member, National Academy of Sciences, Former Member, Committee on National Statistics, “Measuring the Economic Effects of GLOBAL WARMING”, Auditorium of the Main Building of the National Academy of Sciences, 2100 C Street NW, 3:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, May 16, Erdem Karaca, USGS, Golden, “Cost-Benefit Analysis of Earthquake Provisions in Building Codes: The Case of Memphis, TN”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
BRR/ER Picnic:  Hear ye, hear ye, mark your calendars for the 4th Annual BRR picnic on Thursday, June 7, 2007.  Janet Hannon has been appointed Picnic Czar.  More details to come.

2007 USGS Organizational Excellence Assessment Survey is due this Friday: The 2007 USGS Organizational Excellence Assessment Survey is available online.  Employees are asked to set aside about 30 minutes to complete the survey between now and this Friday, May 11th.  An individualized web address for accessing the survey was provided to each employee via an email from The Hay Group, the independent contractor conducting the survey.  Results of the survey will be used to help make the USGS a better and more effective place to work.  Responses are completely anonymous. No one from the USGS will ever see an individual's answers. Questions about the survey itself may be sent to employee-survey@usgs.gov.  Technical questions or trouble navigating through the survey, may be reported to the Hay Group at Stacey_Namm@haygroup.com.
USGS ITEM 2007 Conference:  Registration is now open for the USGS Information Technology Exchange Meeting (ITEM) 2007 which will be held June 25-29, 2007, at the Clarion Hotel and Convention Center, Rochester, N.Y.  The ITEM 2007 Web site can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/ito/item/2007/.  ITEM 2007 is a bureau-wide technical exchange forum for Information Technology professionals, system administrators, and managers to receive technical training on current computer topics and issues, to learn about applications used to assist science, to exchange technical information with peers, and to expand attendees’ interest in science.
USGS Workshop on Partnering and Collaboration: All USGS Employees interested in partnering and collaboration are invited to attend The USGS Workshop on Partnering and Collaboration to be held at the National Center, Reston, VA in the Dallas Peck Memorial Auditorium, on June 6-7, 2007.  The website http://130.11.48.25/fmi/iwp/cgi?-db=Collab_Reg-v1&-loadframes provides details about the workshop, including the agenda and information on registration.
USGS Hires National Phenology Network Coordinator:  The USGS and the University of Arizona are collaborating to establish a National Coordinating Office for the National Phenology Network (NPN).  In January, the University hired Mark Losleben (losleben@email.arizona.edu) from the University of Colorado to serve as the Assistant Director, and Mark is setting up the NPN National Office at the university's Office of Arid Lands Studies.  In April, the USGS hired Jake Weltzin from the University of Tennessee (http://eeb.bio.utk.edu/weltzin/) as the Executive Director of NPN. Jake is serving currently as a Program Director at NSF-Department of Environmental Biology.  He will move to Tucson and assume the position of Executive Director in mid-August.  On May 14-18, Jake will participate in a focused workshop in Tucson led by Bruce Wilson (Oak Ridge Natl. Labs) to develop plans and proposals to implement the NPN Cyberinfrastructure Plan.  And NPN has launched "Project Budburst", which was created at the second NPN Planning Workshop held October 9-13, 2006, in Milwaukee. Their website is http://www.earthsky.org/clear-voices/51170/project-budburst.
NCSE Earth Portal Launch:  The National Council for Science and the Environment (NCSE), a not-for-profit organization dedicated to improving the scientific basis for environmental decision-making, has announced the formal launch of its Earth Portal (www.EarthPortal.org).  Earth Portal is a source for science-based information about the environment built by a global community of environmental experts.  The Earth Portal includes:

Encyclopedia of Earth (www.eoearth.org), which has an initial 2,300 articles from over 700 experts from 46 countries; Earth News (www.earthportal.org/news), which includes breaking news updates from many sources; Earth Forum (www.earthportal.org/forum), which allows the public to engage in discussions with experts; and Environment in Focus (www.earthportal.org/?page_id=70), which provides an exploration of a major issue each week – energy, climate change, environmental economics and other topics – led by a prominent expert in the subject.
Bob Meade Receives AIH 2007 Wetzel Award:  At the annual meeting of the American Institute of Hydrology held in Reno on April 23, Dr. Robert H. Meade, Scientist Emeritus with the USGS National Research Program in Hydrology, was honored as the recipient of the 2007 R.G. Wetzel Award for significant contributions to the field of water quality.  Bob was the first recipient besides the award's namesake, who received the 2006 award.  He was selected based on his contributions to the science of sediment transport in large rivers.  He and his many colleagues made fundamental contributions to the study of large rivers, their flood plains and estuaries, their transport and deposition of sediment, and related chemical and biological issues.  He carried his research to many corners of the globe and worked on rivers such as the Amazon, the Mississippi, the Orinoco, the Ob, the Irtysh, and the Yukon.  In his acceptance speech, Bob emphasized the collegial nature of his work, and encouraged hydrologists to continue large-scale data-collection projects in an efforts to understand and manage water resources.  Congratulations, Bob!
Ralph Cheng To Receive DSA:  Our BRR/WR colleague Ralph Cheng will be recognized with the Distinguished Service Award (DSA) on Wednesday, May 9, at the 64th Department of the Interior (DOI) Honor Awards Convocation in Washington, D.C.  The DSA was established in 1948 and is the highest departmental award that can be granted to a career employee.  Ralph will be recognized for his exceptional achievements in the realm of surface-water hydrology, including measurement, modeling, and technology transfer.  Congratulations, Ralph!

Authorized Copy Work May Be Referred to Commercial Sources Under Limited Circumstances:  This is a reminder that it is permissible to acquire copying services from commercial sources only while an employee is on official travel, at a conference, or where resources are not readily available. Employees must have micropurchase authority in order to procure copying from a commercial source and may do so only when the qualifying work meets the following criteria: 

· Quantities must not exceed 500 copies of a single page document, or 2,500 total pages of a multiple page document, AND 

· Cost not more than $500 and be charged to the employee’s purchase card, AND 

· Work is being produced while employee is on official travel; or attending a conference; or Resources, including GPO, are not readily available (e.g., within the immediate area where the work is required to be accomplished) or accessible (e.g., requirements emerge after hours or on weekends) to the employee to obtain the work within the required time frame. 

All commercial copying transactions must be recorded on a "Copy Work Obtained From A Commercial Source" form.  Further information and the required forms are available at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/oms/copywork.html.
Distribution Requirements for Printed and Online USGS Series Information Products:  The distribution requirements for printed/replicated USGS series information products can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/publishing/toolboxes/reqdistributioninfoproducts.html.  A webpage, similar to the one above, is being developed for online products as well. At this point, however, much of the relevant information is available at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/publishing/addreport/index.html.
Monthly Cyber Seminar - DOI LEARN For USGS Employees, Contractors, Volunteers and Partners:  The USGS Training Office will host a recurring training session to teach the following: 

· How to use DOI LEARN to request the training you want. 

· How your requests get reviewed and approved. 

· How to view and print your transcript of all training you've completed. 

· What's in the Library - accessing other training resources. 

· What's new and what's next in DOI LEARN. 

Attend this live 1-hour cyber seminar and get all your questions answered about DOI LEARN.   The seminar will be held on the second Wednesday of every month at 1 pm Eastern.  Please contact Leigh Healy lhealy@usgs.gov 703-648-6825 to register.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0329 and the position closes on May 14.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Chief, Hydrologic Data Section, Hawaii Water Science Center, Honolulu, HI.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0386 and the position closes on May 23.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13/14, Chief, Quality Assurance Section, National Water Quality Laboratory, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0373 and the position closes on May 30.

· Hydrologist, GS-15, Volcano Hazards Program Coordinator, Office of Geology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0246 and the position closes on June 1.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Casciotti, K.L., Böhlke, J.K., McIlvin, M.R., Mroczkowski, S.J., and Hannon, J.E., 2007, Oxygen Isotopes in Nitrite: Analysis, Calibration, and Equilibration, Analytical Chemistry, vol. 79, no. 6, p. 2427-2436.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Harris, S.H., Smith, R.L., and Suflita, J.M., 2007, In situ hydrogen consumption kinetics as an indicator of subsurface microbial activity: Microbiology Ecology, v. 60, p. 220-228.

New Publications from BRR/WR
Hsieh, P.A., Barber, M.E., Contor, B.A., Hossain, M.A., Johnson, G.S., Jones, J.L., and Wylie, A.H., 2007, Ground-water flow model for the Spokane-Rathdrum Prairie aquifer, Spokane County, Washington, and Bonner and Kootenai Counties, Idaho:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2007-5044, 77 p., http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/sir20075044.
Magirl, C.S., Shoemaker, C., Webb, R.H., Schaffner, M., Griffiths, P.G., and Pytlak, E., 2007, Debris flows and record floods from extreme mesoscale convective thunderstorms over the Santa Catalina Mountains, Arizona:  U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2007-1108, 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/ofr20071108.

Webb, R.H., Leake, S.A., and Turner, R.M., 2007, The Ribbon of Green -- Change in Riparian Vegetation in the Southwestern United States:  Tucson, University of Arizona Press, 463 p.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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