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Seminars
Tuesday, March 27, Benjamin Schwartz, Department of Geosciences at Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA, “Karst Hydrogeology and Geophysics: How to Turn a Sinkhole into a Complex Hydrogeophysical Problem!”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 27, Dr. Timothy King, USGS Leetown Science Center, “Contemporary Conservation Genetics: Dynamic Tools in the Age of Genomics”, Visitors Center, 12:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, March 29, Leonard F. Konikow, NRP, BRR/ER, “From Data Gathering to Ground-Water Modeling”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Thursday, April 5, David Borrok, USGS, Denver and University of Texas at El Paso, “Tracking and fingerprinting the biogeochemistry of stream waters impacted by acid rock drainage using Cu and Zn isotopes”, Room 4C-315, 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 5, Dr. Jan van Wagtendonk, Western Ecological Research Center, “Science for a Burning World”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.  Coffee and doughnuts at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, April 11, hosted by The Stockholm International Water Institute, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), Swedish Water House (SWH), and Embassy of Sweden to the United States of America, “Water, Power, Development - New Thinking and Innovative Technologies to Solve Global Water Challenges”, House of Sweden, 901 30th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 9:00 a.m.
Notices
All Hands Meeting:  There will be an All Hands Meeting Thursday, March 29, 2007, at 10:00 a.m. in the Visitors Center.  Matt Larsen, Chief Scientist for Hydrology, will be joining us with an update on the NRP.

Judy Nowakowski Appointed Chief of Staff:  USGS Director, Mark Myers, has appointed Judy Nowakowski as his Chief of Staff.  Judy has been with the USGS for 27 years. She has been a member of the Director's immediate staff since 2000, assisting the Chief of Staff in developing and negotiating policy and program initiatives, both internally and externally. In 2001, she served as the USGS Liaison to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Water and Science. Prior to coming to the Director's Office, she provided oversight for the management of the National Mapping Program's Coordination and Requirements Program. Judy began her career with the USGS as a computer specialist in the Geographic Names Program.
Tom Armstrong Appointed Senior Advisor for Global Change Programs:  USGS Director, Mark Myers, has appointed Tom Armstrong as his Senior Advisor for Global Change Programs.  Tom has been with the USGS for the past 15 years. Most recently, he served as the Program Coordinator for the Earth Surface Dynamics Program and represented the USGS and DOI as a member of the U.S. Climate Change Science Program and the Climate Change Working Group of the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program. Tom is the DOI representative to the Climate Change Science Program Principals’ Group, and assisted Barbara Ryan, Associate Director for Geography, in the development of the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites response to the Global Climate Observing System implementation plan for the United Nations Framework Council on Climate Change. He is an advisor for USGS International Polar Year activities. Tom has a Ph.D. in Geological Sciences from Virginia Tech.
AWWARF RFPs:  The American Water Works Association Research Foundation (AWWARF), WateReuse Foundation, and Sandia National Laboratories recently issued eight requests for proposals (RFPs) for research related to desalinization science and technology.  Submittal requirements vary depending on the lead organization in the particular RFP.  Proposal deadlines are in May or June.  See http://www.awwarf.org/research/plansAwardsFunding/rfp.aspx.

Employee Survey Regarding Health and Safety at the Department of the Interior: The Office of Inspector General (IG) is reviewing the effectiveness of the health and safety programs managed by the Department of the Interior and its bureaus. It is important that all employees, contractors, and volunteers work in a safe and healthy environment and that visitor safety is protected.  To help assess the health and safety conditions at the Department, the IG is conducting a survey in which Interior employees are invited to comment and provide suggestions.  It is estimated that the survey will take less than 15 minutes to complete. All responses and comments will be kept confidential.  Participation is voluntary.  Responses should be completed on-line at the following link: http://www.doioig.gov/DOI-Audit-Survey-3edcCDE/.  It is requested that the survey be returned within two weeks. Questions may be directed to Tim Musil at (303) 236-9129.
Student Resumes:  The Branch has received resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with the USGS.  Please see Barbara or Emerson if you would like a copy of the resume.
· A Sophomore at James Madison University who is majoring in Biology.  She hopes to increase her knowledge of natural sciences and further her education.  She graduated from Paul VI High School with high honors.
· An undergraduate at the University of Puerto Rico who is majoring in Chemistry.  She is interested in acquiring a summer internship with the U.S. Geological Survey.  Her coursework includes Physical Chemistry, Biochemistry, and many other scientific courses.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Physical Scientist, GS-13/14, Staff Scientist, International Water Resources Branch, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0230 and the position closes on March 27.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, NAWQA Study Unit Investigations, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0306 and the position closes on March 27.

· Ecologist, GS-12, Staff Ecologist, Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center, Jamestown, ND.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0317 and the position closes on March 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Operations Chief, Hydrologic Monitoring System, California Water Science Center, Sacramento, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0292 and the position closes on March 28.

· Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Program Manager, Earth Surface Dynamics, Office of the Chief Scientist for Geology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0234 and the position closes on April 17.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Annual IT Security Training Due April 30, 2007:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual End-User Federal Information System Security Awareness (FISSA) Training.  This training requirement applies to all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before April 30, 2007.  This year’s training is available through DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  After logging in, simply click on the “My Courses” tab, choose “Online Courses,” then click on the “2007 Federal Information Systems Security Awareness” course to begin.  The course can be taken all at once or in segments. While many users have successfully taken this training through DOI LEARN, some employees may experience configuration problems and may need to adjust certain settings.  Users can make these adjustments by following the instructions found at http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/IEBrowser_Settings.pdf and http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/Java_Settings.pdf.  Alternate methods to complete this training are available by contacting Bureau DOI LEARN Program Manager Melanie Hood at mkhood@usgs.gov or 303-445-4681.  However, users are strongly encouraged to attempt the training via the DOI LEARN site first.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Person, M., Prasenjit, R, Wright, H., Gutowski Jr., W., Ito, E., Winter, T., Rosenberry, D., Cohen, D., 2007, Hydrologic response of the Crow Wing Watershed, Minnesota, to mid-Holocene climate change: GSA Bulletin, vol. 119, no. 3-4, p. 363-376.

New Publications from BRR/WR
Baesman, S.M., Bullen, T.D., Dewald, J., Zhang, D.H., Curran, S., Islam, F.S., Beveridge, T.J., and Oremland, R.S., 2007, Formation of tellurium nanocrystals during anaerobic growth of bacteria using Te-oxyanions as respiratory electron acceptors:  Applied and Environmental Microbiology, v. 73, p. 2,135-2,143.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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