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Seminars
Thursday, March 22, Dan Cavanaugh, Deputy Regional Director, Eastern Region, “Guidance for Laptop Users: Security, Networking, Updates and Backups”, Room 3B-457, 1:00 p.m.
Friday, March 23, Dr Igor G. Dubus, BRGM (French Geological Survey), “Pesticide Risk Assessment and Management on the Other Side of the Atlantic”, Visitors Center, 1:00 p.m.

Notices
Blair Jones’ Retirement Reception Tomorrow:  Please join us tomorrow, Tuesday, March 20 at a reception in Blair’s honor, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., 5A-217, National Center, Reston, Virginia.  Contributions should be sent to Marge Shapira at MS 432.  Please note the room change.

Tom Winter Honored by NGWA:  Our BRR/CR colleague (and new Scientist Emeritus) Tom Winter recently received a Life Member Award from the National Ground Water Association.  Tom was cited for “innovative research on the hydrology of lakes and wetlands that has fundamentally altered the way in which the national and international scientific communities view these aquatic systems”.  Congratulations, Tom!
Good News Re USGS Charge-Card Delinquency:  The USGS continues to have an extremely low charge card delinquency rate -- one that is well below the established GPRA goal of 2%.  Through February, the USGS averaged 0.3% delinquency.   The low rate may be attributable to the centralized billing of lodging cost.  USGS staff support of the centralized billing for lodging is paying off (for both the traveler and the Bureau).

Capital River Relief Cleanup:  Take Pride in America invites all DOI D.C. Area employees, spouses, families and friends to participate in a shoreline clean-up of the Potomac River starting at Belle Haven Marina in Alexandria, VA on Wednesday, April 18, 2007 from 12:00 noon – 4:00 p.m.  Boats will ferry the participants from the meeting place to locations along the river.  Snacks, water and t-shirts will be provided to volunteers.  Space is limited.  Those interested in participating in the Capital River Relief event should email Patricia_Kennedy@ios.doi.gov with your name, email address and shirt size.  Additional information may be obtained from the Take Pride in America organization at 202-208-5848 or www.takepride.gov.
New FedEx Rates Announced:  New USGS FedEx rates have been announced.  You can access them at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/oms/transpor.html by clicking on “FedEx GSA BPA Rates”.  Note that the rate for a 1 lb package is $4.84 for Priority Overnight, $4.52 for Standard Overnight, and $4.08 for 2-Day.  For a 30 lbs package, the rate is $30.80 for Priority Overnight, $28.79 for Standard Overnight, and $26.16 for 2-Day.  This site has other useful Bureau-wide transportation information including a USGS guide to shipping hazardous materials.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Hydrologic Technician, North Dakota Water Science Center, Bismark, ND.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0226 and the position closes on March 19.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0291 and the position closes on March 19.

· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician, GS-12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0294 and the position closes on March 19.

· Supervisory Hydrolgist, GS-12/13, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations Section, Texas Water Science Center, San Antonio, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0247 and the position closes on March 21.

· Physical Scientist, GS-13/14, Staff Scientist, International Water Resources Branch, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0230 and the position closes on March 27.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, NAWQA Study Unit Investigations, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0306 and the position closes on March 27.

· Ecologist, GS-12, Staff Ecologist, Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center, Jamestown, ND.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0317 and the position closes on March 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Operations Chief, Hydrologic Monitoring System, California Water Science Center, Sacramento, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0292, and the position closes on March 28.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Annual IT Security Training Due April 30, 2007:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual End-User Federal Information System Security Awareness (FISSA) Training.  This training requirement applies to all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before April 30, 2007.  This year’s training is available through DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  After logging in, simply click on the “My Courses” tab, choose “Online Courses,” then click on the “2007 Federal Information Systems Security Awareness” course to begin.  The course can be taken all at once or in segments. While many users have successfully taken this training through DOI LEARN, some employees may experience configuration problems and may need to adjust certain settings.  Users can make these adjustments by following the instructions found at http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/IEBrowser_Settings.pdf and http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/Java_Settings.pdf.  Alternate methods to complete this training are available by contacting Bureau DOI LEARN Program Manager Melanie Hood at mkhood@usgs.gov or 303-445-4681.  However, users are strongly encouraged to attempt the training via the DOI LEARN site first.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Cole, J.J., Prairie, Y.T., Caraco, N.F., McDowell, W.H., Tranvik, L.J., Striegl, R.G., Duarte, C.M., Kortelainen, P., Downing, J.A., Middelburg, J.J., Melack, J., 2007, Plumbing the global carbon cycle: Integrating inland waters into the terrestrial carbon budget: Ecosystems, DOI: 10.1007/s10021-006-9013-8.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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