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Seminars
Tuesday, March 13, Peter D. Warwick, USGS Eastern Energy Resources Team, Reston, VA, “USGS Assessment of Gulf Coast Tertiary Onshore and State Waters Undiscovered, Recoverable Oil and Gas”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 14, Mark Kumler, University of Redlands, “GIS Fellowship at the University of Redlands”, Room 2D-306, 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday, March 14, Western Region “Hot Topics” Presentations, USGS National Center Vistors Center: 

Michael Healy, “USGS Western Region Hot Topics: CALFED”, 8:30 a.m.

Joel Schmutz, “USGS Western Region Hot Topics: Understanding and Managing for Change on the North Slope of Alaska”, 9:00 a.m.

Craig Weaver, “USGS Western Region Hot Topics: Geologic Hazards in the Northwest Urban Corridor”, 9:30 a.m.
Carol Schuler, “USGS Western Region Hot Topics: Sagebrush Biome”, 10:00 a.m.

Kimball Goddard, “USGS Western Region Hot Topics: Southern Nevada Water”, 10:30 a.m.

Nick Melcher, “USGS Western Region Hot Topics: San Pedro River”, 11:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, March 15, Ingo Wahnfried, BRR/ER Visiting Scientist from the University of Sao Paulo, Brazil, “Cretaceous Basalt Flows as a Connection Between Surface and the Transboundary Guarani Aquifer System in Brazil - Evolution of a Research Project”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Blair Jones’ Retirement Reception:  Please join us at a reception in Blair’s honor on Tuesday, March 20, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., 5A-217, National Center, Reston, Virginia.  Contributions should be sent to Marge Shapira at MS 432.  Please note the room change.
Pat Leahy to Leave USGS:  Pat Leahy, the USGS Associate Director for Geology, will be leaving the USGS to become Executive Director of the American Geological Institute, effective May 2, 2007.  An acting Associate Director for Geology will be named upon Pat’s departure.  Since 1974, Pat has been making his mark at the USGS, from his early days working on water resource availability in field offices to his recent and successful tenures as Associate Director for Geology and Acting Director. Pat’s passion for geology and hydrology brought him to 35 countries to study everything from natural disasters to water resources. Some highlights from Pat’s career accomplishments include:

· working closely with stakeholders on water resource availability issues for 15 years in USGS field offices in New York, Delaware, and New Jersey;

· implementing the Mendenhall postdoctoral program;

· completing the groundwater model of the Northern Atlantic Coastal Plain;

· implementing the USGS National Water Quality Assessment Program;

· serving as Chief Geologist of the USGS; and

· serving as a former president of both the American Institute of Hydrology and the U.S. National Chapter of the International Association of Hydrogeologists.

We wish Pat the very best in his new position!
2007 Unsaturated Zone Interest Group Meeting:  The Unsaturated Zone Interest Group (UZIG) will meet in Los Alamos, New Mexico, August 27-30, 2007, for a workshop jointly organized by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL).  The meeting will be held at Fuller Lodge, a historic landmark in downtown Los Alamos.  There will be oral and poster presentations on August 28-29, and a full-day field trip to sites of scientific and historical interest on August 30.  Posters may be either original or previously presented.  Collected abstracts of the presentations will be given to participants but will not be published.  The nearest major airport is in Albuquerque, about 100 miles to the south (~2 hour drive).  Blocks of rooms have been arranged for August 27-31 at the Best Western Hilltop House Hotel and Ashley Hotel and Suites.  Accommodations in Los Alamos are limited, so please make reservations early.  Fifty rooms have been arranged at the Best Western Hilltop House Hotel at the government rate of $75/day (Reference the "United States Geological Survey Group" when making reservations. Deadline for reserving a room at the group rate is August 13, 2007.  The reservation phone number is 505-662-1118.).  Fifty rooms have been arranged at the Ashley Hotel and Suites at the rate of $68/day (Reference the “United States Geological Survey” when making reservations.  Deadline for reserving a room at the group rate is July 27, 2007.  The reservation phone number is 505-662-7211 or 1-800-745-9910.).  If you plan to attend the UZIG 2007 meeting, please email the following information to Ed Weeks (epweeks@usgs.gov) with a cc: to Sarah Falk (sefalk@usgs.gov)  by April 30, 2007.
(1) Your name and email address

(2) Whether you will go on the field trip (Yes or No)

(3) Whether you will attend the UZIG Banquet on Wednesday evening (Yes or No)

(4) Whether you would like to give a presentation (Yes or No). If yes, please give the title or main topic.  You may indicate a preference for oral or poster presentation.  A one-page abstract for all presentations will be due June 15, 2007.

A modest registration fee (< $50) will be required to cover conference room rental expenses, etc. The exact amount will be announced at a later date and will be payable at the meeting.  Information about UZIG and past UZIG meetings is available at http://mn.water.usgs.gov/uzig/.
USGS PodCast Now Available:  The USGS's new audio/video PodCast, known as CoreCast, is out and ready to be downloaded to your computer or portable media player.  CoreCast covers everything from USGS news and updates to exclusive interviews with leadership and scientists to insider features on our projects and people.  To learn more and listen to the inaugural episode, including a three-part interview about the USGS Fundamental Science Practices, visit internal.usgs.gov, and click "USGS CoreCast" in the upper right-hand corner.
Account Number Reminder When Charging Against Non-BRR/ER Accounts:  If you have been authorized to use an account number from another USGS office to pay for a charge card purchase or to pay for travel, you must attach proof of authorization to your bankcard statement or travel voucher.  An email, letter or fax from the other USGS office is acceptable as long as it states that you have permission to use the non-BRR/ER account number.
Cell-Phone Do-Not-Call Instructions:  Phone carriers can release cell numbers to telemarketers.  However, you can register your cell and home numbers on the Do Not Call registry list run by the Federal Trade Commission.  This action will keep most telemarketers from calling you for 5 years.  You can do this by going to http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/edcams/donotcall/index.html.

Attention Amateur Meteorologists and Basketball Prognosticators:  The Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Sciences at the University of Michigan is hosting the "NCAA Weather Dance" weather prediction competition in conjunction with the upcoming NCAA Men's and Women's Basketball Tournaments. The Weather Dance is open to all.  You don't need to know anything about basketball.  You just need to be able to predict (or guess) the weather at the campuses of the schools that are participating in the basketball tournament.  Participants in The Weather Dance are challenged to choose which of the paired NCAA basketball tournament campuses will be warmer (or colder, depending on the round of the tournament) on the day of the game.  You can register and record your predictions online at http://www.weatherdance.org/.  The Men's Weather Dance bracket goes live on Monday, March 12 and the Women's Weather Dance bracket goes live on Tuesday, March 13.  Games start on Thursday, so first-round predictions must be entered online by 11:59 pm Eastern Time on Wednesday, March 14.  Top prizes are umbrellas and extreme-weather books.  This fun activity is held annually by U of M in order to promote interest in Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Science among middle and high school students.  So, please feel free to pass the information along to others.
Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a student looking for summer employment at the USGS.  He will be graduating from Herndon High School in June.  Course work includes a college level Geospatial Analysis course which involves creating maps with GIS software.  This student comes highly recommended.  Please see Barbara or Emerson if you would like a copy of his resume.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Ecologist, GS-15, Ecosystems Program Coordinator, Office of the Chief Scientist for Biology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0178 and the position closes on March 13.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Groundwater Specialist, California Water Science Center, Sacramento, CA or San Diego, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0254 and the position closes on March 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Water Quality Specialist, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0276 and the position closes on March 16.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Tennessee Water Science Center, Nashville, TN.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0083 and the position closes on March 16.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Hydrologic Technician, North Dakota Water Science Center, Bismark, ND.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0226 and the position closes on March 19.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0291 and the position closes on March 19.

· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician, GS-12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0294 and the position closes on March 19.

· Supervisory Hydrolgist, GS-12/13, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations Section, Texas Water Science Center, San Antonio, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0247 and the position closes on March 21.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Operations Chief, Hydrologic Monitoring System, California Water Science Center, Sacramento, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0292 and the position closes on March 28.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Annual IT Security Training Due April 30, 2007:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual End-User Federal Information System Security Awareness (FISSA) Training.  This training requirement applies to all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before April 30, 2007.  This year’s training is available through DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  After logging in, simply click on the “My Courses” tab, choose “Online Courses,” then click on the “2007 Federal Information Systems Security Awareness” course to begin.  The course can be taken all at once or in segments. While many users have successfully taken this training through DOI LEARN, some employees may experience configuration problems and may need to adjust certain settings.  Users can make these adjustments by following the instructions found at http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/IEBrowser_Settings.pdf and http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/Java_Settings.pdf.  Alternate methods to complete this training are available by contacting Bureau DOI LEARN Program Manager Melanie Hood at mkhood@usgs.gov or 303-445-4681.  However, users are strongly encouraged to attempt the training via the DOI LEARN site first.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Hupp, C.R., and Rinaldi, M., 2007, Riparian Vegetation Patterns in Relation to Fluvial Landforms and Channel Evolution Along Selected Rivers of Tuscany (Central Italy), Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 97(1), p. 12-30
Landa, E.R., 2007, Naturally Occurring Radionuclides from Industrial Sources: Characteristics and Fate in The Environment, In Radioactivity in the Terrestrial Environment (G. Shaw, ed.), Journal of Environmental Radioactivity book series, Radioactivity in the environment, vol. 10, Elsevier, p. 211-237.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Benson, L. V., Berry, M. S., Jolie, E. A., Spangler, J. D., Stahle, D. W., and Hattori, E. M., 2007, Possible impacts of early-11th-, middle-12th- and late-13th-century droughts on western Native Americans and the Mississippian Cahokians: Quaternary Science Reviews v. 26, p. 336-350.

Rostad, C.E., 2007, Studies on disinfection by-products and drinking water: U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet FS 2004-3032.  http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2004/3032/.  This publication is online only.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Cox, M.H., Su, G.W., and Constantz, J., 2007, Heat, chloride, and specific conductance as ground water tracers near streams: Ground Water, v. 45, p. 187-195.

Hurwitz, S., Christiansen, L.B., and Hsieh, P.A., 2007, Hydrothermal fluid flow and deformation in large calderas:  Inferences from numerical simulations:  Journal of Geophysical Research, v. 112, B02206, doi:10.1029/2006JB004689.

McCabe, G.J., Betancourt, J.L., and Hidalgo, H.G., 2007, Associations of decadal to multidecadal sea-surface temperature variability with upper Colorado River flow:  Journal of the American Water Resources Association, v. 43, p. 183-192.

Triska, F.J., Duff, J.H., Sheibley, R.W., Jackman, A.P., and Avanzino, R.J., 2007, DIN retention-transport through four hydrologically connected zones in a headwater catchment of the upper Mississippi River:  Journal of the American Water Resources Association, v. 43, p. 60-71.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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