Please Visit Our Branch Website at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/nrp/brrer
BRANCH OF REGIONAL RESEARCH, ER

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

June 18 – June 22, 2007

Seminars
Wednesday, June 20, Nate Wood, Western Geographic Science Center, “Assessing Community Vulnerability to Natural Hazards:  A Case Study of Tsunamis in Hawaii”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Notices
Delegation of Authority:  As Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on Tuesday afternoon and all day Wednesday, Lenny Konikow will be serving as Acting Branch Chief.

Selection of the new USGS Western Regional Director:  Anne E. Kinsinger has been selected as the Regional Director of the USGS Western Region, replacing Doug Buffington who retired January 1, 2006.  As the Regional Biologist, and as the Acting Regional Director since Dr. Buffington’s retirement, Anne has been a driving force in supporting and advocating all USGS science in the Western Region. This is exemplified in her work on the development of the highly successful Coastal Habitats in Puget Sound research project; establishment of the Southwest Biological Science Center to meet the diverse science requirements in the desert Southwest; and leading a nationwide Integrated Landscape Monitoring program that will bring USGS's multidisciplinary capabilities to bear on landscape-scale issues. Her strong background in strategic planning and organizational performance combined with her successful experience providing science leadership will continue to be a vital asset to the Western Region and the USGS.
Use of SSN in Emails to the National Business Center:  The National Business Center (NBC) has requested that all employees avoid the use of full social security numbers (SSN) in emails requesting payroll assistance. While it is true that the Federal Personnel Payroll System (FPPS) uses the SSN as an employee identifier, NBC can readily locate an employee’s record based on the person's Department, Bureau, and Sub-bureau, name, and the last 4 digits of the SSN. We have come to rely on email in the course of our daily business, but there is no guarantee that it is secure at all times. With the ever increasing incidents of identity theft in the world, NBC encourages all employees to think twice about sharing their SSNs when it is not critical.  Questions regarding identity theft and FPPS may be directed to the Payroll Information Line at (303) 969-7732 or 1-800-662-4324.  For more information on identity theft in general, access the Federal Trade Commission’s website at: http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft/index.html. This website is a one-stop national resource to learn about the crime of identity theft. It provides detailed information to help deter, detect, and defend against identity theft.

Bureau-level Results of the Organizational Excellence Assessment Survey (OEAS) Available:  The bureau-level results of the OEAS are now available online at: https://people.er.usgs.gov/oas/oe/oeas/2007/results.html. The results are provided in a downloadable file and instructions for downloading are available on the Web site. In a few weeks, the data also will be available sorted by region, program, and science center/office.  Responses at those organizational levels then can be compared to the rest of the Bureau.

Blackberry Web Site Available:  The USGS Lotus Notes Team maintains a web site dedicated to providing information regarding the use of Blackberry handheld devices.  The web site can be found at http://notes.usgs.gov/blackberry.intro.html.  The web site features useful information regarding purchase, set-up, operation and troubleshooting.
National Center Health Unit Lunch-n-Learn Sessions:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions: 


June 26, 2007 

Freedom From Headaches: Learn about the different types of Headaches 

July 10, 2007 

Balancing Hormones Naturally: Learn how to handle symptoms naturally 


August 8, 2007 
Dealing with Difficult People: How to handle conflict in the workplace and 



in your personal life

September 12, 2007 
Laser Vision: Is improving your vision worth one hour of your time?

Each session will be held in room 1B215 from 12 noon to 1:00 p.m.   Questions, regarding these sessions, should be directed to the Health Unit at 703-648-7333. 

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist (Ground Water), California Water Science Center, San Diego or Sacramento, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0398 and the position closes on June 18.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrlogist, NAWQA, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0313 and the position closes on June 20.

· Research Geologist, GS-13, Staff Geologist, Office of the Regional Geologist, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is ER-2007-0225 and the position closes on June 20.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Staff Hydrologist, Colorado Water Science Center, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0422 and the position closes on June 22.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0316 and the position closes on June 27.

· Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Colorado Water Science Center, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0486 and the position closes on June 28.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Geologic Hazards Team, Golden, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0438 and the position closes on June 29.

· Geologist, SES, Associate Director for Geology, USGS Director's Office, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is SES-2007-0023 and the position closes on June 29.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrlogist, South Dakota Water Science Center, Huron, SD.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0469 and the position closes on July 9.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrlogist, California Water Science Center, Sacramento, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0437 and the position closes on July 16.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Regional Safety Officer, USGS Western Region, Sacramento, CA or Portland, OR.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0417 and the position closes on July 18.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Bi-annual Discrimination and Whistleblower Training Due September 30, 2007: The “Notification and Federal Employee Anti-Discrimination and Retaliation Act”, commonly known as the No FEAR Act, requires biannual training for all DOI employees. The purpose of the training is to make employees and supervisors aware of their rights, remedies, and responsibilities in both employment discrimination and “whistleblowing”. Once completed, this training may be credited toward one hour of the mandatory annual four hours of EEO and/or Diversity training for managers and supervisors. All USGS employees must complete this training by September 30, 2007. It is the responsibility of each manager and supervisor to ensure that new USGS employees complete this mandatory training within 90 days of their entrance on duty. There is no cost to access this training via DOI LEARN. Alternate methods are available for employees without computer access or who are experiencing problems completing the training on-line. Melanie K. Hood, Office of Employee Development, is the DOI LEARN Program Manager for USGS and is responsible for assigning this course to users. Information on alternate delivery methods is available by contacting Ms. Hood via email, mkhood@usgs.gov or by phone, 303-445-4681.

Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Betancourt, J.L., Schwartz, M.D., Breshears, D.D., Brewer, C.A., Frazer, G., Gross, J.E., Mazer, S.J., Reed, B.C., and Wilson, B.E., 2007, Evolving plans for a USA National Phenology Network:  Eos, Transactions American Geophysical Union, v. 88, p. 211.

Hurwitz, S., Eagan, S., Heasler, H., and Lowenstern, J.B., 2007, River chemistry and solute flux in Yellowstone National Park:  U.S. Geological Survey Digital Data Series 278, http://pubs.usgs.gov/ds/2007/278/.

Ruehl, C., Fisher, A.T., Los Huertos, M., Wankel, S., Wheat, C.G., Kendall, C., Hatch, C., and Shennan, C., 2007, Nitrate dynamics within the Pajaro River, a nutrient-rich, losing stream:  Journal of the North American Benthological Society, v. 26, p. 191-206.   JNABS has chosen to "feature" this study  in its June issue:  http://www.benthos.org/JNABS/index.htm.

Wankel, S.D., Kendall, C., Pennington, J.T.,  Chavez, F.P., and Paytan, A., 2007, Nitrification in the euphotic zone as evidenced by nitrate dual isotopic composition:  Observations from Monterey Bay, California:  Global Biogeochemical Cycles, v. 21, GB2009, doi:10.1029/2006GB002723.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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