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Seminars
Wednesday, June 13, WRD Lectureship Series, Kathryn M. Kuivila, USGS, Toxic Substances Hydrology Program, Sacramento, CA, “Pyrethroids: A Potential Pesticide Peril?”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.
Thursday, June 14, Stephen Guptill and 8 USGS GIS Scientists, “USGS Research in Geospatial Information Science”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.

Friday, June 15, Dr. James Berner, Director, Alaska Native Medical Center, “Environmental Issues in Rural Alaska: An Alaska Native Health Perspective”, Visitors Center, 10:30 a.m.
Notices
Science News Article on Natural Sources of Perchlorate:  This week's ES&T Science News, 

http://pubs.acs.org/subscribe/journals/esthag-w/2007/june/science/nl_perchlorate.html, summarizes a newly released online article showing that natural perchlorate is widespread in the U.S. southwest.  USGS co-authors of this ground-breaking study include Dave Stonestrom (BRR/WR), Michelle Walvoord (BRR/CR), and Greta Orris (Mineral Resources).  Perchlorate is a potent oxidizer that disrupts thyroid function by inhibiting uptake of iodine.  The study shows that there are environments favorable for natural formation of perchlorate -- including the arid environments of the desert southwest.  Thus it is important to consider natural sources when evaluating observations of perchlorate.

Herb Buxton and USGS Toxics Program Mentioned in Newsweek:  The USGS in general and our Toxics Substances Hydrology Program in particular are mentioned in this Newsweek article on “emerging contaminants”, http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18881799/site/newsweek/page/0/, which also includes a quote from Toxics Program coordinator Herb Buxton.

USGS Nevada-Utah Aquifer Study Release for Public Comment:  On June 1, the USGS released for public comment a draft summary report on the Basin and Range carbonate-rock aquifer system.  The draft report is entitled "Water resources of the Basin and Range carbonate-rock aquifer system (BARCAS), White Pine County, Nevada, and adjacent areas in Nevada and Utah".  Scientists studied the hydrogeology, recharge and discharge, ground-water flow, and geochemistry of the aquifer system; collected data on springs and irrigated acreage; and developed ground-water budgets for the entire study area.  Principal goals of the study were to characterize these budgets for developing management plans for a sustainable water resource.  Study results will establish a framework for development of a numerical model and assessment of potential impacts, if any, from ground-water withdrawals.  The report will be published as USGS Open-File Report 2007-1156; public comments can be expressed and the report seen at: http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/ofr20071156.
DOI July 4th Celebration Ticket Lottery:  All Washington Metro-area Department of the Interior employees are eligible to enter a drawing for tickets to the Department’s annual July Fourth Celebration.  There will be 2 celebrations again this year – one on the Main Interior Building roof terrace and one on the South Interior Building terrace and lawn.  Both events include hot dogs, cookies, ice cream and drinks and music. Additional details and registration are available at https://doi1.ios.doi.gov/lottery.nsf.  All entries must be submitted by close of business Wednesday, June 20, 2007.  Winners will be notified and receive their tickets through their bureaus/offices no later than Monday, June 25, 2005.

Free Cholesterol Screening at the National Center TODAY:  The National Center Health Unit is offering Free Cholesterol Screening on Monday, June 11, 2007.  Cholesterol correlates with heart disease.  A screening will let you know about your triglyceride levels, Low density lipoprotein and high density lipoprotein levels.  You can get your free screening in the Health Unit, Room 1B205.  Additionally, employees may sign-up for an on-line Health Risk Appraisal.  This program asks for certain health information such as blood pressure, pulse and cholesterol results and will make recommendations on how to improve your health and well being.  Employees interested in the free Cholesterol Screening and information on the Health Risk Appraisals should contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Welcome to Cory Ip:  Cory has a BA in Social Studies from Harvard and is now a student at the City College of New York pursuing a Bachelors of Engineering. She will be working full-time with Chris Milly’s project at the Princeton, NJ office.  Please welcome Cory to the Branch.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12, Data Chief, Hydrologic Data Section, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0434 and the position closes on June 11.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Hydrologic Modeling and Investigations Section, North Carolina Water Science Center, Raleigh, NC.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0129 and the position closes on June 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Austin or Houston or Fort Worth, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0413 and the position closes on June 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist (Ground Water), California Water Science Center, San Diego or Sacramento, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0398 and the position closes on June 18.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrlogist, NAWQA, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0313 and the position closes on June 20.

· Research Geologist, GS-13, Staff Geologist, Office of the Regional Geologist, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is ER-2007-0225 and the position closes on June 20.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Staff Hydrologist, Colorado Water Science Center, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0422 and the position closes on June 22.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0316 and the position closes on June 27.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Geologic Hazards Team, Golden, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0438 and the position closes on June 29.

· Geologist, SES, Associate Director for Geology, USGS Director's Office, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is SES-2007-0023 and the position closes on June 29.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrlogist, South Dakota Water Science Center, Huron, SD.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0469 and the position closes on July 9.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Bi-annual Discrimination and Whistleblower Training Due September 30, 2007: The “Notification and Federal Employee Anti-Discrimination and Retaliation Act”, commonly known as the No FEAR Act, requires biannual training for all DOI employees. The purpose of the training is to make employees and supervisors aware of their rights, remedies, and responsibilities in both employment discrimination and “whistleblowing”. Once completed, this training may be credited toward one hour of the mandatory annual four hours of EEO and/or Diversity training for managers and supervisors. All USGS employees must complete this training by September 30, 2007. It is the responsibility of each manager and supervisor to ensure that new USGS employees complete this mandatory training within 90 days of their entrance on duty. There is no cost to access this training via DOI LEARN. Alternate methods are available for employees without computer access or who are experiencing problems completing the training on-line. Melanie K. Hood, Office of Employee Development, is the DOI LEARN Program Manager for USGS and is responsible for assigning this course to users. Information on alternate delivery methods is available by contacting Ms. Hood via email, mkhood@usgs.gov or by phone, 303-445-4681.

Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Benson, L.V., Petersen, K., and Stein, J., 2007, Anasazi (pre-columbian native-american) migrations during the middle-12th and late-13th centuries – were they drought induced?: Climatic Change, v. 83, p. 187-213.

Bradley, P.M., Barber, L.B., Kolpin, D.W., McMahon, P.B., and Chapelle, F.H., 2007, Biotransformation of caffeine, cotinine, and nicotine in stream sediments—Implications for use as wastewater indicators: Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry, v. 26, no. 6, p. 1116-1121.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Gartner, J.W., and Ganju, N.K., 2007, Correcting acoustic Doppler current profiler discharge measurement bias from moving-bed conditions without global positioning during the 2004 Glen Canyon Dam controlled flood on the Colorado River:  Limnology and Oceanography Methods, v. 5, p. 156-162, http://aslo.org/lomethods/locked/2007/0156.pdf.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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