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Seminars
Wednesday, July 11, Lotus Notes Team, Reston, VA, “Lotus Notes Mail Archiving”, Room 3B-457 and WebEx (https://usgs.webex.com), 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, July 18, Seth Haines, USGS, Denver, CO, “Seismic shear wave reflection imaging of near-surface stratigraphy: Aquifer characterization, aggregate assessment, and more!”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Friday, July 20, Carol Kendall, USGS, WRD, National Research Program, Branch of Regional Research, Western Region, Menlo Park, CA, "Nitrate isotopes as indicators of NOx source contributions to atmospheric nitrate deposition across the United States ", Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.

Notices
USGS/NPS Water Quality Partnership - 2009 Call For Proposals:  Project Proposals for studies which contribute to a new or enhanced understanding of National Park water-quality management issues are being solicited for this program’s FY 2009 funding cycle.  Those wishing to submit a proposal should note that proposals must be submitted through a USGS Water Science Center Director and must be accompanied by a letter signed by the Water Science Center Director and Park Superintendent.  NRP scientists, as well as scientists from other disciplines, are encouraged to work collaboratively with Water Science Center scientists on projects funded by this program.  Additional information regarding the solicitation can be found at http://water.usgs.gov/nps_partnership.  Questions concerning the NPS/USGS Partnership can be directed to Mark Nilles (303-236-1878, manilles@usgs.gov).
USGS National Water Quality Workshop Call for Presentations, Posters or Other Activities:  The USGS National Water Quality Workshop will be held at Galveston, Texas, November 5-9, 2007, and is sponsored by the WRD Office of Water Quality.  The workshop website is http://wwwrcolka.cr.usgs.gov/uo/NWQW2007/.  The Workshop will emphasize techniques and methods that have potential widespread application as well as the design, execution, and findings of water-quality investigations of continuing or emerging interest.  Those willing to offer a presentation, poster or other activity are asked to submit a proposed title and related information by July 24, 2007.  The Call for Proposals link at the Workshop web site lists tentatively planned sessions. Presentation speakers should expect to have 15 to 20 minutes, excluding questions.  All presenters will be notified by August 9, 2007 of their scheduled time and format.  Some may be requested to emphasize particular aspects of their work. Informative abstracts will be required from all presenters by October 15, 2007.  The abstracts will not be published outside USGS, so formal report approval is not required, but presenters are encouraged to seek informal peer review.  The abstracts will be available on the web site by the first day of the Workshop.
New NRC Report on River Science at the USGS:  In 2004, the USGS asked the National Research Council (NRC) of the National Academy of Sciences to provide advice on how the USGS might best address the important river science challenges faced by our country.  In response, the NRC formed a Committee on River Science at the USGS.  Their final report is now available online at http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?isbn=0309103576.
DOI Assistant Secretary Mark Limbaugh Departing:  Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne has announced that Assistant Secretary for Water and Science Mark Limbaugh will be leaving the Department of the Interior (DOI) effective July 13 to pursue opportunities in the private sector.  “Mark Limbaugh’s tenure at the Department of the Interior has reflected his strong commitment to excellence and integrity.  His dedication to the Bureau of Reclamation and the Department of the Interior and his ability to find common ground and common sense solutions to difficulty regional and national issues are widely respected,” Secretary Kempthorne said.  “His leadership has enabled us to significantly reduce conflict and crisis over water availability in the West, and to improve our ability to provide and communicate science for a changing world.”  Limbaugh joined the Department in January 2002 as Director of External and Intergovernmental Affairs for the Bureau of Reclamation to oversee the agency’s Congressional and Legislative and Public Affairs activities.  He was appointed Deputy Commissioner in June 2003.  He was confirmed to serve as Assistant Secretary for Water and Science in July 2005. Limbaugh also has served as a Director for the U.S. Committee on Irrigation and Drainage and been actively involved in various state and federal water organizations throughout his career.  He previously served as president of the Family Farm Alliance, Watermaster of Idaho's Payette River Basin, and executive director of the Payette River Water Users Association.  A native of Fruitland, Idaho, and for many years an Idaho family farmer, Limbaugh earned his B.S. cum laude in 1978 from the University of Idaho and is a Certified Public Accountant.
Deadlines for Submission of FY07 Requisitions and FY08 Requisitions with October 1, 2007 Starts:

July 13
Purchase orders $3,001 - $25,000
All contract modifications except deobligations
Exercise of priced purchase order options with a start date of October 1, 2007 (FY 2008 requirements)
July 27
Modifications to grants or cooperative agreements involving bilateral/expansions of work


New interagency agreements
August 3
Interagency agreement modifications
August 10
Modifications to purchase orders

Requests to deobligate funds (any amount) from contracts, purchase orders, grants, and cooperative agreements
August 17
Delivery orders against USGS and other agency contracts not requiring negotiations
August 24
Requisitions for services less than $2,500 and construction less than $2,000
September 1
Firm funding required for requisitions marked “Process-to-Point of Award”
NOTES:

All FY 2007 purchase order renewals:

· Submit requisition 45 days prior to expiration of current order.
· Submit 60 days prior if over $25,000.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrlogist, South Dakota Water Science Center, Huron, SD.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0469 and the position closes on July 9.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrlogist, California Water Science Center, Sacramento, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0437 and the position closes on July 16.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Regional Safety Officer, USGS Western Region, Sacramento, CA or Portland, OR.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0417 and the position closes on July 18.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Bi-annual Discrimination and Whistleblower Training Due September 30, 2007: The “Notification and Federal Employee Anti-Discrimination and Retaliation Act”, commonly known as the No FEAR Act, requires biannual training for all DOI employees. The purpose of the training is to make employees and supervisors aware of their rights, remedies, and responsibilities in both employment discrimination and “whistleblowing”. Once completed, this training may be credited toward one hour of the mandatory annual four hours of EEO and/or Diversity training for managers and supervisors. All USGS employees must complete this training by September 30, 2007. It is the responsibility of each manager and supervisor to ensure that new USGS employees complete this mandatory training within 90 days of their entrance on duty. There is no cost to access this training via DOI LEARN. Alternate methods are available for employees without computer access or who are experiencing problems completing the training on-line. Melanie K. Hood, Office of Employee Development, is the DOI LEARN Program Manager for USGS and is responsible for assigning this course to users. Information on alternate delivery methods is available by contacting Ms. Hood via email, mkhood@usgs.gov or by phone, 303-445-4681.

Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Rostad, C.E., and Daniel, S.R., 2007, Distribution of selected organic compounds among suspended particulate, colloid and aqueous phases in the Mississippi River and selected tributaries: Archives of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology, v. 53, no. 2, p. 151-158.

New Publications from BRR/WR

Buchwalter, D.B., Cain, D.J., Clements, W.H., and Luoma, S.N., 2007, Using biodynamic models to reconcile differences between laboratory toxicity tests and field biomonitoring with aquatic insects:  Environmental Science and Technology, v. 41, p. 4,821-4,828.

Dettinger, M.D., and Earman, S., 2007, Western ground water and climate change—Pivotal to supply sustainability or vulnerable in its own right?:  Ground Water News and Views, Association of Ground Water Scientists and Engineers Newsletter, v. 4, no. 1, p. 4-5; online at http://tenaya.ucsd.edu/~dettinge/agwse07.pdf
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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