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January 1 – January 5, 2007
Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, January 17, Andrew Hunt, U.S. Geological Survey, Denver, CO, “Excess Helium in the Edwards Aquifer”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
All Hands Meeting Tomorrow:  There will be an important BRR/ER All Hands Meeting tomorrow, Thursday, January 4, 2007, at 10:00 a.m. in conference room BA102A and B.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.
In Memoriam:   We regret to report that Roger Wolff passed away on January 1, 2007.   Roger served as the Chief, Office of Hydrologic Research for many years.  He had a profound influence on the USGS National Research Program and served as a mentor and leader for many USGS scientists.   At press time, memorial services and other plans are not yet known.  For those who didn't have the privilege of meeting Roger Wolff, Jim Cloern, BRR/WR, has written that “we have lost a very special friend.  My (elder) colleagues and I reflect often about what Roger brought to NRP, WRD, and the Geological Survey: a warm, compassionate, visionary leader who managed us with humility, grace, and always good judgement.  His leadership inspired us.  He was a pleasure to work for because he paid (careful) attention to our work, acknowledged our accomplishments, and took great pride in our collective expertise across the hydrologic disciplines.  He was a model mentor. I think of him often. He left big marks. And he will be missed deeply.”

USGS Earth Science and Public Health Meeting:  The USGS is hosting the 2nd Earth Science and Public Health Meeting, February 27–March 1, 2007, at the National Center in Reston, VA.  This will be a forum to foster collaboration between the Public Health and Earth Science communities, which can lead to solutions for existing and emerging environmental health problems. The intended audience is organizations and individuals interested in environmental and earth science factors affecting human health. Registration (no cost), information about abstract submittal, an agenda, and more information about the meeting can be found at http://health.usgs.gov/.  Please note that the abstract submission deadline is January 19, 2007.
NAGT/USGS Cooperative Summer Internship:  Once again in 2007, the Director's Office will provide one-half of the support of student interns participating in the National Association for Geoscience Teachers (NAGT) / USGS Cooperative Summer Field Training Program.  Twenty interns will be hired for up to 12 weeks in this historic and highly successful program.  Interns employed through this program are hired at a rate comparable to the GS-5 Grade, Step 1, with an adjusted locality payment.  A brief description of the program can be viewed at http://education.usgs.gov/common/resources/NAGT_USGS_coop_program.pdf.  NAGT presents a unique opportunity to extend available project resources and influence the career paths of future scientists in positive and exciting ways.  NAGT and USGS solicit the names of highly qualified students from the directors of field camps throughout the Nation.  Nominees then are invited to apply for a summer appointment to do field, laboratory, or scientific office work with USGS scientists. Nominated students send their applications to The Environmental Careers Organization (ECO), and USGS personnel send information about their project proposals. The ECO provides a designated manager who matches candidates to projects.  Names and supporting materials then are sent to USGS project personnel for review, interviews, and final selection.  Every attempt is made to distribute, as equally as possible, cost-shared interns and projects over disciplines and regions.  Although a limited number of cost-shared positions is available, programs desiring an NAGT/USGS intern can still take advantage of ECO’s selection and hiring services to employ this talented pool of students.  Knowing that able students frequently make their summer plans early, it is important that short descriptions of proposed science projects are submitted to ECO no later than January 26, 2007.  Information about the submission process and the intern program can be found at www.eco.org/usgs/nagt.  Please feel free to contact our National Education Coordinator, Robert W. Ridky, at 703-648-4713, rridky@usgs.gov, or Kevin Doyle, USGS ECO Program Manager, at 617-426-4375, x123, kdoyle@eco.org, with any questions you might have.
Third National Water Resources Policy Dialogue:  The subject conference, convened by the American Water Resources Association in cooperation with many other agencies and organizations, will be held January 22-23 in Arlington, VA, and will feature many top speakers in the water policy field, in a setting conducive to substantive discussions.  For more details, please visit the conference web site at:

http://www.awra.org/meetings/DC2007/index.html.

USGS Scientists Emeritus in the News:  An interesting article about Scientists Emeritus at the USGS appeared in the January 2, 2007 edition of The Mercury News.  The article, written by Julie Sevrens Lyons, highlights the hard work and dedication of our valued colleagues.  You can read the article at http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/living/health/16365369.htm.

Possible Reconfiguration of Network Drives for WRD users that log into systems in HQ:  Over the week between Christmas and New Years, all Sun user accounts were moved from the Sun systems to a File server.  Users having one of these accounts likely were mapping their Sun home account to a drive on their PC using Samba.  They now need to re-map these mapped drives to point to the File server, and not the Sun server.  Please note, that some of the old drive mappings may be working still.  However, sometime in the next week or so, those mappings will cease working.  Users must change the mount ASAP.  Instructions for changing the mount were distributed via email to affected users.  Additional information may be obtained from Steve Zehl at x5643 or stzehl@usgs.gov.  Benefits of the new configuration include increased performance, increased reliability, and the ability for users to restore their own accidental file deletions.
Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a student who has a Bachelor’s Degree in Statistics from Virginia Tech.  He has coursework in Linear Algebra, Calculus, Multivariable Calculus, Vector Geometry, and many other statistical courses.  Please see Barbara or Emerson if you would like a copy of his resume.
Pre-Retirement Course:  The course will be held on Tuesday, January 30 through Wednesday, January 31, 2007, in BA-102B.  The cost for this two day class is $250.00 per person.  Spouses are welcome to attend.  Register by logging into https://doilearn.doi.gov.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rebecca Rabuck at 202-208-3446 or email rebecca_l_rabuck@nbc.gov.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations Section, Texas Water Science Center, San Antonio, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0156 and the position closes on January 5.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Water Quality Specialist, Oregon Water Science Center, Portland, OR.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0171 and the position closes on January 9.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Associate Center Director, Oregon Water Science Center, Portland, OR.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0180 and the position closes on January 9.

· Regional Director, SES, Regional Director - Western Region, , Seattle, Flagstaff, Menlo Park or Sacramento.  The announcement number is SES-2007-0017 and the position closes on January 26.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, North Carolina Water Science Center, Raleigh, NC.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0047 and the position closes on January 26.

· Ecologist, GS-14/15, Driector USA-National Phenology Network, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0160 and the position closes on February 9.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Langland, M.J., Raffensperger, J.P., Moyer, D.L., Landwehr, J.M., and Schwarz, G.E., 2006, Changes in Streamflow and Water Quality in Selected Nontidal Basins in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, 1985-2004, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2006-5178, 75 p., Click Here for Report
New Publications from BRR/WR

Cloern, J.E., 2007, Habitat connectivity and ecosystem productivity:  Implications from a simple model:  American Naturalist, v. 169, p. E21-E33, e-article available online at http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/AN/journal/issues/v169n1/41465/41465.web.pdf.

Drees, K.P., Neilson, J.W., Betancourt, J.L., Quade, J., Henderson, D.A., Pryor, B., and Maier, R.M., 2006, Bacterial community structure of soils in a hyperarid region of the Atacama Desert:  Applied and Environmental Microbiology, v. 72, p. 7,902-7,908.

Hanson, R.T., Dettinger, M.D., and Newhouse, M.W., 2006, Relations between climate variability and hydrologic time series from four alluvial basins across the southwestern United States:  Hydrogeology Journal, v. 14, p. 1,122-1,146.

Hereford, R., Webb, R.H., and Longpre, C.I., 2006, Precipitation history and ecosystem response to multidecadal precipitation variability in the Mojave Desert region, 1893–2001:  Journal of Arid Environments, v. 67, p. 13–34.
Singer, M.B. and Dunne, T., 2006, Modeling the influence of river rehabilitation scenarios on bed material sediment flux in a large river over decadal timescales:  Water Resources Research: v. 42, W12415, doi:10.1029/2006WR004894.

Triska, F.J., Duff, J.H., Warren, E., Godsy, E.M., Jackman, A.P., and Avanzino, R.J., 2006, High and low flow nitrate distribution and its implications for nitrate retention in Navigation Pool 8, Upper Mississippi River (UMR), and in a high nitrate tributary, the Root River, USA:  Verhandlungen Internationale Vereinigung für Theoretische und Angewandte Limnologie, v. 29, p. 1,729-1,735.

Triska, F.J., Pringle, C.M., Duff, J.H., Avanzino, R.J., Ramirez, A., Ardon, M., and Jackman, A.P., 2006, Soluble reactive phosphorus transport and retention in tropical, rainforest streams draining a volcanic and geothermally active landscape in Costa Rica:  Long-term concentration patterns, pore water environment and response to ENSO events:  Biogeochemistry, v. 81, p. 131-143.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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