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Seminars
Tuesday, February 6, William H. Orem, USGS Eastern Energy Resources Team, Reston, VA, “Health Effects of Toxic Organic Compounds Derived from Coal in Water Supplies: Panendemic Nephropathy”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, February 7, Erin Pettit, USGS Alaska Science Center and USACE Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory, “Monitoring Glacier Change: USGS Science Now 

and into the Future”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, February 8, Yury Dgebuadze, Russia Academy of Sciences, A.N., Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evolution, “Biodiversity of Central Asian Closed Waters and Long-Term Climate Fluctuations ”, Room 4A-332, 11:30 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, February 14, Moderator - Billy Pizer, Senior Fellow, Resources for the Future;  Panelists - Alex Bowen, Senior Economic Adviser, The Stern Review; Henry (Jake) Jacoby, Professor of Management and Economics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; and Joe Aldy, Fellow, Resources for the Future, “The Stern Review and the Economic Impact of Climate Change”, Kelley Auditorium, Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, 1740 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C, 10:00 a.m.

Friday, February 23, Moderator - Robert Olson, Senior Fellow, Institute for Alternative Futures;  Speakers - Deborah Estrin, Director, CENS and Professor of Computer Science, UCLA; Thomas C. Harmon, Professor of Environmental Engineering, UC Merced; and Jeffrey Goldman, Director of Program Development, CENS, UCLA,  "High-Tech Tools for Water Resources:  How Smart Sensors Can Help Us Protect the Environment", 6th Floor Moynihan Board Room, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C.  9:30 a.m.  **Please RSVP** Acceptances to foresight@wilsoncenter.org and please include "RSVP Sensors" in the subject line of your email.
Notices
Welcome to Karine Renaud:  Please welcome our new student volunteer, Karine Renaud, to the Branch.  Karine is a Geology major in her sophomore year at George Mason University.  She will assist Ward Sanford with the Chesapeake Bay project, in addition to his other projects.  Karine will be located down the hall from Ward in 5B-111, extension 5951.

United States Opening Ceremony for International Polar Year 2007-2008:  The National Academies and the National Science Foundation will host an opening ceremony to mark the beginning of International Polar Year in the United States.  The ceremony will be held on Monday, February 26, 2007, from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon in the National Academy of Sciences Auditorium, 2101 Constitution Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C.  The opening ceremony will include remarks from polar scientists about research set to take place during this historic time, as well as remarks from government leaders whose agencies play an active role in this important international effort.  This event will provide a unique opportunity to network and learn how to get involved in International Polar Year activities.  Speakers will include: Dr. Ralph Cicerone, National Academy of Sciences; Dr. Ardent Bement, National Science Foundation; Dr. Robin Bell, Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory; Dr. Robert Bindschadler, National Aeronautics and Space Administration; Dr. Konrad Steffen, University of Colorado; and others.  Seating is limited.  To attend, register online at: http://us-ipy.org/ipy-evreg.php.  Please note that you must present photo identification to be admitted into the building.  This event will be webcast and an agenda will be posted at www.us-ipy.org. If you have any questions, please contact either Leah Probst, Polar Research Board of the National Academies at 202-334-2394, or e-mail at lprobst@nas.edu; or Peter West, National Science Foundation at 703-292-8070, or e-mail at pwest@nsf.gov.
Increase in POV Mileage Rate:  Effective February 1, 2007, GSA has approved an increase in the 2007 Privately Owned Vehicle Mileage Reimbursement Rates.  Automobile rates are now: 

· 48.5 cents per mile (if no Government Owned Vehicle available) 

· 28.5 cents per mile (if Government Owned Vehicle available) 

· 12.5 cents per mile (if committed to use Government Owned Vehicle) 

Travel Reminder, Insurance of POV while on Official Government Business:  If a traveler is authorized to use a POV and their POV sustains damages while on official business, it is the responsibility of the employee to repair the damages, not the Government's.  Reimbursement for POV mileage includes charges for repairs, depreciation, replacements, grease, oil, antifreeze, towage and similar speculative expenses, gasoline, insurance, and state and Federal taxes.  Also, some insurance companies will not pay for an accident claim, if an employee was authorized to use their personal vehicle, while on government business.  Individuals should review their personal insurance policy if they use a POV for official government business.

Donate Blood this Friday:  The Red Cross Bloodmobile will be in the Auditorium this Friday, February 9, 2007, from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The Red Cross now schedules blood donation appointments through an on-line system, and appointments must be scheduled before 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 7, 2007.  Go to http://www.membersforlife.org/rccm/mobilesch/login.php?sponsorcode=3668.  This system helps the Red Cross determine how many USGS donors will be there so they bring enough supplies, personnel, and refreshments to accommodate everyone.  Donating blood is usually painless and the entire process only takes about an hour.  With supervisory approval, employees are allowed up to 4 hours of administrative leave for donation and recovery time.  Your very generous gift will make a difference in the lives of many people.  If you have any questions, please call Barbara Rogers at ext. 7766 or the American Red Cross at 800-787-9282 ext. 5305.  Questions concerning medical eligibility should be referred to 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Data Section, Florida Integrated Science Center, Fort Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0060 and the position closes on February 9.
· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Tampa, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0052 and the position closes on February 9.
· Hydrologist, GS-14, Operations Chief, California Water Science Center, Sacramento, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0187 and the position closes on February 9.
· Ecologist, GS-14/15, Director USA-National Phenology Network, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0160 and the position closes on February 9.
· Hydrologist, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, Arkansas Water Science Center, Little Rock, AR.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0232 and the position closes on February 13.
· Research Oceanographer, GS-13, Staff Oceanographer, Santa Cruz County, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0243 and the position closes on February 15.
· Hydrologist, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, New Hampshire/Vermont Water Science Center, Pembroke, NH.  The announcement number is ER-2007-0138 and the position closes on February 16.
· Ecologist, GS-15, Ecosystems Program Coordinator, Office of the Chief Scientist for Biology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0178 and the position closes on March 13.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Konikow, L.F., Reilly, T.E., Barlow, P.M., and Voss, C.I., 2006, Chapter 23: Groundwater Modeling, The Handbook of Groundwater Engineering: Second Edition, 54 p.

Scott, D., Harvey, J., Alexander, R., and Schwarz, G., (2007), Dominance of organic nitrogen from headwater streams to large rivers across the conterminous United States, Global Biogeochemical Cycles, vol. 21, GB1003, 8 p., doi:10.1029/2006GB002730.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Su, Yu-Hong, Zhu, Yong-Guan, Sheng, Guangyao, and Chiou, C.T., 2006, Linear adsorption of nonionic organic compounds from water onto hydrophilic minerals: silica and alumina: Environmental Science and Technology, v. 40, no. 22, p. 6949-6954.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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