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Notices
Recent PNAS Paper by Jim Cloern ET AL. A Science “Editor's Choice”:  A recent paper in Proceedings of the National Academy of Science USA (PNAS) by Jim Cloern and Jan Thompson (BRR/WR) and colleagues was highlighted as an Editor's Choice Paper in last week's issue of Science.  The highlight reads in part “Cloern et al. document and unusual and instructive example [of an abrupt shift] in one ecosystem, brought about by changes in another, neighboring system.”  See http://www.sciencemag.org/content/vol318/issue5856/twil.dtl#318/5856/1525d for the full highlight.  Congratulations, Jim and colleagues!  (Full reference:  Cloern, J.E., Jassby, A.D., Thompson, J.K., and Hieb, K.A., 2007, A cold phase of the East Pacific triggers new phytoplankton blooms in San Francisco Bay:  Proceedings of the National Academy of  Sciences USA, v. 104, p.18,561-18,565, doi:10.1073/pnas.0706151104, http://www.pnas.org/cgi/reprint/0706151104v1.)

Bill Back's Papers Moved to UC Berkeley:  The previously published works of Dr. William Back were archived at the University of Wyoming, American Heritage Center (AHC).  After review, by the AHC,  the papers have been transferred to the Water Resources Center Archives at the University of California at Berkeley.  Further information can be found through the library website at http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/WRCA/.

Ribbon of Green Receives Rave Review in Tucson Weekly:  The December 6 issue of the Tucson Weekly includes a rave review of Ribbon of Green, the recent book by our colleagues Bob Webb (BRR/WR), Stan Leake (AZ WSC), and Ray Turner (BRR/WR retiree).  In the review, Bob and colleagues are compared favorably with Darwin, Rachel Carson, Jane Goodall, Steven Jay Gould, and E.O. Wilson, etc.  The review concludes with “So, yeah, with apologies to Willie Nelson, my heroes have always been scientists. They still are, it seems”.  See http://www.tucsonweekly.com/gbase/Books/Content?oid=oid:103994 for the full review.  Congratulations, Bob, Stan, and Ray!  (Full reference:  Webb, R.H., Leake, S.A., and Turner, R.M., 2007, The ribbon of green -- Change in riparian vegetation in the southwestern United States:  Tucson, University of Arizona Press, 463 p.)

USGS/GSA Geohealth Conference:  USGS is cosponsoring a workshop being offered by the Geological Society of America (GSA) titled "GeoHealth I:  Building Bridges Across the Geological and Human Health Sciences".  It is intended to improve connections between the geological and health sciences.  The workshop will be held on March 4-6, 2008 at USGS Headquarters, Reston, Virginia.  Geoscientists and health scientists will interact to share their perspectives on airborne, soilborne and drinking water contaminants.  Contaminants of interest include environmental asbestos, urban lead, arsenic, and VOCs. The early registration deadline is January 7.  Further information on the conference is available on the USGS Human Health Internet site (http://health.usgs.gov) under “New”.
Congratulations to Irene Myers and Nosheen Anwar:  Congratulations to both Irene and Nosheen for their recent GEM (Going the Extra Mile) Awards.  Irene and Nosheen have received this award for their hard work during close-out and for their consistent dedication to their duties. Irene and Nosheen accept new tasks with a positive attitude, a strong work ethic and a willingness to assist whenever called upon.  Their contributions were fundamental to the smooth, successful fiscal year close-out.  Congratulations Irene and Nosheen!
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Hawaii Water Science Center, Honolulu, HI.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0109 and the position closes on December 28.

· Supervisory Hydrolgist, GS-12, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations and Research Section, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0027 and the position closes on December 31.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Nevada Water Science Center, Mercury, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0063 and the position closes on January 4.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Chief, Henderson Sub-district, Nevada Water Science Center, Henderson, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0150 and the position closes on January 4.

· Interdisciplinary Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Assistant Program Officer, Office of the Regional Director, Central Region, Billings, MT, Minneapolis, MN or Omaha, NE.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0106 and the position closes on January 7.

· Hydrologist, GS-15, Deputy Regional Executive, Northwest, Office of the Regional Director. Western Region, Seattle, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0134 and the position closes on January 7.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Alaska Science Center, Anchorage, AK.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0152 and the position closes on January 14.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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