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Seminars

Tuesday, December 18, David P. Krabbenhoft, USGS, Wisconsin Water Science Center, Middleton, WI, “Distribution and Sources of Mercury and Methylmercury in the North Pacific Ocean”, Visitors Center, 12:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 20, Dr. John Hall, Manager for Sustainable Infrastructure, USDOD, “Partnership and Grant Opportunities with the Department of the Defense:  The Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP)”, Room 4A-332, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
MS Compatibility Pack Installed at National Center:  Last week, the Reston National Center TST used remote administration to deploy the MS 2003 Compatibility Pack to the computer desktops.  This installation will allow empolyees to open, edit and save files using the file formats new to Word,  Excel, and Powerpoint 2007 even though most computers at the National Center are running Microsoft Office 2003.  Laptop and Desktop users that do not connect to the Active Directory domain should contact the IT Service Desk requesting a ticket to setup an installation date and time with the Reston TST.  Laptop users that do connect to the Active Directory domain will be updated automatically upon connection.
RIBS1 Bus Route Modification in Early 2008:  Fairfax County has decided to change the RIBS 1 bus route due to low usage.  No exact date for the change has been provided yet, but early in 2008, the RIBS 1 bus will no longer provide service onto the USGS property.  However, the RIBS 1 bus will continue running along South Lakes Drive, so the closest National Center stop will be the one located at South Lakes Drive and Pinecrest Road.  The RIBS 3 bus will continue to provide its current peak period service onto the USGS property.  For further details pertaining to public transportation for the Reston area, please go to http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/connector/ and click on Schedules, then click on North Fairfax County Schedules, scroll down close to the bottom of the page and click on RIBS 1&3. Questions or comments regarding this change should be directed to Bruce Edwards at RIBS on 703-324-1176 or at bruce.edwards@fairfaxcounty.gov.
Inclement Weather Policy:  It is that time of year to get prepared for situations that prevent significant numbers of U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) employees in the Washington, D.C., area from reporting for work on time, or when there is a need to close all or some offices due to adverse weather conditions.  As a general rule, employees are to presume that offices will be open each regular workday.  However, when emergency or hazardous weather conditions develop, the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) will notify the media of any decisions affecting early dismissal or closure.  Employees should monitor local radio and television broadcasts for such information.  When any of these situations arise or there appears to be a weather emergency, employees may call the USGS employee information hotline at (703) 648-7075, or 1-800-228-7075 or check the OPM website at: http://www.opm.gov/Operating_Status_Schedules/ for the operating status in the Washington, D.C., metro area.  Additional information regarding this policy can be found at:  http://www.opm.gov.oca/COMPMEMO/dismissal.pdf or you may contact your servicing human resources office.

Energy Conservation:  In an effort to conserve energy, please ensure that the lights in your office are turned off before securing your office each night.

Christmas Eve Holiday:  President Bush has issued an Executive Order declaring Monday, December 24, 2007, a holiday.  All Departmental offices will be closed and employees excused from duty on Monday, December 24, 2007.  Employees who were previously scheduled to take leave on December 24, 2007, will not be charged leave.

Travel Tips of the Week:

ATM Cash Advances on GOVCC:  Travelers on TDY travel may use their government issued MasterCard for ATM cash advances. An ATM cash advance can be taken up to 5 days before the traveler's departure date, and no earlier.  The amount of the cash advance can not exceed out of pocket expenses (M&IE and small travel expenses paid with cash).  ATM advances are not to be taken after the traveler arrives back to his or her duty station from the TDY location.
Usage of GOVCC While on Local Travel:  Charge Card Regulations, state that the government issued MasterCard must not be used for any local travel expenses including, but not limited to, parking, metro, and taxis.  These expenses should be covered by the employee and then submitted on a Local Voucher.
Holiday Parties:
Monday, December 17, 2007 – WRD will be celebrating the holiday season with a pot-luck lunch in the Auditorium from 11:30 to 2:30.  Please bring an hors 'deouvre or a dessert.
Wednesday, December 19, 2007 – BRR/ER will hold a dessert party in 5B227 at 2:00 p.m.  Please bring your favorite dessert and enjoy the season.

Support Our Troops:  This year we are collecting items to send to the troops in Iraq.  A list of most requested items is posted next to the tree in the 5th-floor hallway please feel free to take one.  Items of value will be collected in 5B221.  The shipments will be made on December 19th, so please have your donations in by the 18th.  Thank you for your help and support.

Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  The Combined Federal Campaign has begun and will run through Tuesday, January 15, 2008.  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  Pledge cards should be sent to Emerson E. Perez-Paniagua and for additional information please contact him at x5834 or at paniagua@usgs.gov.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

December 19 / January 9 / February 6 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

This is a support group for employees caring for elderly family members or friends.

If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0110 and the position closes on December 19.

· Deputy Regional Director, GS-15, Deputy Regional Director, Office of the Regional Director, Western Region, Seattle, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0116 and the position closes on December 21.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Water Quality Specialist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Orlando, Tallahassee, Tampa or Ft. Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2008-0021 and the position closes on December 24.

· Interdisciplinary Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-15, Deputy Regional Executive, North Central Geographic Area, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Minneapolis, MN.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0083 and the position closes on December 26.

· Interdisciplinary Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-15, Deputy Regional Executive, South Central Geographic Area, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Columbia, MO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0083 and the position closes on December 26.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Hawaii Water Science Center, Honolulu, HI.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0109 and the position closes on December 28.

· Supervisory Hydrolgist, GS-12, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations and Research Section, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0027 and the position closes on December 31.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Nevada Water Science Center, Mercury, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0063 and the position closes on January 4.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Chief, Henderson Sub-district, Nevada Water Science Center, Henderson, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0150 and the position closes on January 4.

· Interdisciplinary Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Assistant Program Officer, Office of the Regional Director, Central Region, Billings, MT, Minneapolis, MN or Omaha, NE.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0106 and the position closes on January 7.

· Hydrologist, GS-15, Deputy Regional Executive, Northwest, Office of the Regional Director. Western Region, Seattle, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0134 and the position closes on January 7.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Alaska Science Center, Anchorage, AK.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0152 and the position closes on January 14.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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