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Seminars

Wednesday, December 12, Terry Slonecker, USGS, Eastern Geographic Science Center, “GIS, Remote Sensing in Remediation of Chemical Weapons Contamination”, Room 2A-405, 2:00 p.m.
Notices
Liz Jones Paper Attracts Interest:  A paper by our BRR/ER colleague Liz Jones, “Characterization of Microbial Consortium Capable of Rapid and Simultaneous Dechlorination of 1,1,2,2-Tetrachloraethane and Chlorinated Ethane and Ethene Intermediates” , was the 7th most-downloaded paper published in Bioremediation Journal in 2006. Congratulations, Liz!

CUAHSI Reception at Fall AGU 12/11:  CUAHSI will hold its annual informational reception during Fall AGU week on Tuesday, December 11, from 6:00-9:00 PM in Moscone Center South, Room 300.  Brief presentations will highlight what CUAHSI has accomplished during the past year and its future directions.  Find out more about CUAHSI at Consortium of Universities for the Advancement of Hydrologic Science, Inc.
SERDP Program Call for Proposals:  The Department of Defense SERDP program has announced a Call for Proposals that is focused on environmental research needs in the southeastern United States.  Detailed information on the call for proposals, or “Core Solicitation Statements of Need” can be found on the SERDP website, http://www.serdp.org/.  The major categories of Statement of Need (SONs) include environmental restoration, munitions management, sustainable infrastructure, and weapons systems and platforms.  The SONs can be found on the SERDP website by clicking “Funding Opportunities” then “Core Solicitations” then “FED”.  If you are considering submitting a proposal, the background papers and information are a useful resource also available on the SERDP website at http://www.serdp.org/Research/upload/SE_TER-S_Workshop_Proceedings.pdf.  The Core solicitation requests proposals related to all four SERDP focus areas. For the Core solicitation, pre-proposals from the non-federal sector are due January 8, 2008 and federal proposals are due March 6, 2008.  As part of the application process, USGS researchers must submit their proposals thorough a SERDP Executive Working Group member.  For USGS, that individual is Robert L Boyd, DUSD (Deputy Under Secretary of Defense).  His phone number is 703-588-7401.  Specifics on the SERDP application process are found at several locations on the website.  A good starting location is a summary factsheet at http://www.serdp.org/upload/SERDP%20funding%20page%2010-05.pdf.
New Charge Card Help E-mail Box Established:   The USGS has created a new email address to which all charge card inquiries, maintenance requests or requests for help should be directed.  That email address is GS Help ChargeCard@usgs.gov. Examples of topics that should be addressed using this mailbox include “Master account code changes”, “Hierarchy changes”, “Address and phone number changes”, “Limited use activation and deactivation”, and "Questions regarding the allowable purchases with the card."  Inquiries should indicate in the subject line whether the question is a purchasing, travel or fleet related matter.  Questions regarding use of the new mail box can be directed to Lisa Zukowski at lzukowsk@usgs.gov, to Margaret Seaboy at mseaboy@usgs.gov, or to GS Help ChargeCard@usgs.gov..  Additionally, helpful charge card program information can be found on the SmartPay Charge Card page, http//internal.usgs.gov/ops/smartpay/index.html.

Seminar on SERDP Research Opportunities:  Dr. John Hall, SERDP Project Manager for Sustainable Infrastructure, will give a seminar on SERDP research opportunities on December 20, 2007, 12:00 PM, in room 4A332. Questions regarding the seminar may be directed to Rachel Muir, BRD Imperiled Species Coordinator.  Rachel can be contacted at rachel_muir@usgs.gov or 703-648-5114.

Conversion Package Available to Enable Use of MS Office 2007 Files under MS Office 2003:  At the National Center, the standard configuration for desktop and laptop computers only includes MS Office 2003.  However, in various field offices of the USGS, standard configurations now include MS Office 2007.  This has led to incomparability problems during the exchange of files between the field offices and the National Center. One way to address these issues is by requesting that a conversion package be loaded onto National Center computers running only MS Office 2003, giving them the capability of digesting MS Office 2007 files.   The conversion package can be obtained by contacting the Help Desk at GS Help Desk@usgs.gov or (703) 648-HELP.
Responsibilities to Protect Laptops and other Portable Data Storage and Communication Devices:  Because government employees and contractors increasingly rely on laptops and other portable communications devices to conduct government business, we are being reminded of our additional responsibility to safeguard all sensitive agency information and to protect laptops and other portable data storage and communication devices entrusted to our care.  This responsibility is expected of all Department of the Interior employees, contractors, volunteers, and any others who collect, access, maintain, use, or make decisions using this information and/or that use any type of portable/mobile laptops or communications devices, data storage devices and media, or remote workstations/devices outside of the physical protection boundaries of Interior's facilities.

The Departmental Manual Chapter on the Administrative Grievance Procedure, 370 DM 771, has Been Revised:  The Administrative Grievance Procedure provides a fair, equitable and timely process for employees to address work related disputes.  The primary changes to this chapter are twofold: employees are encouraged to use alternative dispute resolution (ADR); and the appeal process to the Office of Hearings and Appeals (OHA) has been eliminated.  The procedure can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/hro/AZindex.html.  If you have any questions about the updated Administrative Grievance Procedure, please contact your servicing human resources office.

Christmas Eve Holiday:  President Bush has issued an Executive Order declaring Monday, December 24, 2007, a holiday.  All Departmental offices will be closed and employees excused from duty on Monday, December 24, 2007.  Employees who were previously scheduled to take leave on December 24, 2007, will not be charged leave.

Holiday Parties:
Tuesday, December 11, 2007 – the Directors Office will be hosting a Holiday Open House.  This will be in the large conference room (7A413) in the Directors Office from 1:30 to 3:30.

Monday, December 17, 2007 – WRD will be celebrating the holiday season with a pot-luck lunch in the Auditorium from 11:30 to 2:30.  Please bring an hors 'deouvre or a desert.  If you would prefer to donate cash please bring it to Michelle McQuiston or Kim Griffin prior to 12:00 on Friday December 14, 2007. 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 – BRR/ER will hold a dessert party in 5B227.  Please bring your favorite dessert and enjoy the season.

Support Our Troops:  This year we will be collecting items to send to the troops in Iraq.  A list of most requested items is posted next to the tree, please feel free to take one.  Items of value will be collected in 5B221.  The shipments will be made on December 19th, so please have your donations in by the 18th.  Thank you for your help and support.

Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  The Combined Federal Campaign has begun and will run through Tuesday, January 15, 2008.  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  Pledge cards should be sent to Emerson E. Perez-Paniagua and for additional information please contact him at x5834 or at paniagua@usgs.gov.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

2007 Flu Shots Flu Shots will be given until December 12 in the Health Unit per the following schedule:
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday  1:00 p.m – 3:00 p.m. and Friday  9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
December 12 Stroke and Peripheral Vascular Disease Lecture

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B2l5

Presented by Cardiac Care Associates

December 14 Holiday Cheer in the Health Unit

12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. – Room 1B2l5

December 19 / January 9 / February 6 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

This is a support group for employees caring for elderly family members or friends.

If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Interdisciplinary Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Assistant Program Officer, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Columbia, MO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0106 and the position closes on December 12.

· Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, San Antonio, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0108 and the position closes on December 14.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0030 and the position closes on December 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0110 and the position closes on December 19.

· Deputy Regional Director, GS-15, Deputy Regional Director, Office of the Regional Director, Western Region, Seattle, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0116 and the position closes on December 21.

· Supervisory Hydrolgist, GS-12, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations and Research Section, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0027 and the position closes on December 31.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Nevada Water Science Center, Mercury, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0063 and the position closes on January 4.

· Interdisciplinary Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Assistant Program Officer, Office of the Regional Director, Central Region, Billings, MT, Minneapolis, MN or Omaha, NE.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0106 and the position closes on January 6.

· Hydrologist, GS-15, Deputy Regional Executive, Northwest, Office of the Regional Director. Western Region, Seattle, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0134 and the position closes on January 7.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Plumlee, G.S., Martin, D.A., Hoefen, T., Kokaly, R., Hageman, P., Eckberg, A., Meeker, G.P., Adams, M., Anthony, M., and Lamothe, P.J., 2007, Preliminary analytical results for ash and burned soils from the October 2007 southern California Wildfires: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2007-1407, 13 p.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Gray, J.R., Laronne, J.B., and Osterkamp, W.R., 2007, Bedload Research International Cooperative:  BRIC:  Proceedings of the 10th International Symposium on River Sedimentation, Moscow, Russia, August 1-4, v. III, p. 120-126.

Gray, J.R., and Osterkamp, W.R., 2007, Vision for a worldwide fluvial-sediment information network (keynote lecture):  Proceedings of the 10th International Symposium on River Sedimentation, Moscow, Russia, August 1-4, v. I, p. 43-54.

Lopes, V.L., Osterkamp, W.R., and Bravo-Espinosa, M., 2007, A method for improving predictions of bed-load discharges to reservoirs:  Lakes & Reservoirs:  Management and Research:  v. 12, p. 59-72.

Osterkamp, W.R., Gray, J.R., LaRonne, J.B., and Martin, J.R., 2007, Structure and composition of a watershed-scale sediment information network:  International Journal of Sediment Research, v. 22, p. 238-246.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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