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December 3 – December 7, 2007

Seminars

Tuesday, December 4, Ronald S. Oremland, USGS, Branch of Regional Research, Menlo Park, CA, “The Ecology of Arsenic. . . . .a melodrama in 10 “Ms”: Murder, Mayhem, Mobility in Malodorous Mono Muds, Microbes, Mars, and Minimal Methane”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, December 5, John F. Slack, U.S. Geological Survey, Reston, VA, “Probing the Reddox State of Proterozoic Seawater: Geochemical, Biological and Economic Implicataions”, JW Powell Auditorium, Cosmic Club, 2170 Florida Ave., NW, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 6, Tom Armstrong and Abe Haspell, Department of the Interior, “USGS Global Change Seminar Series-DOI Climate Change Task Force”, Visitors Center, 1:00 p.m.
Friday, December 7, Laurel Larsen, University of Colorado at Boulder, “A Complex Adaptive Systems Approach to the Prediction of Landscape Evolution in the Everglades”, Room 4C-315, 1:00 p.m. (ROOM & TIME CHANGE)
Notices
International Meetings and Conferences Travel for 3rd Quarter of FY 2008:  Employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 3rd Quarter of FY 2008 (March, April, and May) must submit a formal request by Friday, December 14, 2007.  This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada.  International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included.  However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please send your request to Verne Schneider, vrschnei@usgs.gov, 703-648-5230.  The following information should be included: name of traveler; discipline/region; the complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel.  In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations.
2007 Open House Awards:  Thank you to the participants of the 2007 Open House.  This year awards were given to; Janet Hannon and Stan Mroczkowski for Best Science for their "Gasses in the Air we Breath" exhibit, Mike Ierardi for Most Fun for his "Water Jeopardy", and Robert Mason, Phil Turnipseed, Bob Hirsch, Charles Berenbrock, Kate Flynn and “Bob” the streamgage mannequin for Coolest Science for their "Get with the Flow, A Wet Hands-on Experience".

Federal Benefits Open Season Ends 12/10:  Open season ends on December 10.  During this open season you may make changes to your health plans (FEHB), dental and vision plans (FEDVIP) and to your Flexible Spending Accounts (FSAFEDS).  A quick guide to the Federal benefits programs is available at: http://opm.gov/insure/quickguide.asp.  Questions should be directed to your servicing human resources office.

Prohibited and Limited Ownership of Stocks and Mutual Funds:  On October 15, 2007 a new Financial Guide for USGS Employees was published.  The provisions in this guide apply to all personnel regardless of job duites, and organization affiliation.  Please reveiw the Financial Guide for USGS Employees #28 for the current regulations.  Additional information can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/hro/ethics/financial_guide.html.

UNESCO Seeks Deputy Water Program Coordinator:  UNESCO is seeking a Deputy Coordinator, World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP).  The incumbent will assist the WWAP Coordinator, in particular in development of strategies and plans for WWAP; implementation of strategies/action plans for networking, advocacy, public relations and promotion of WWAP; and coordination and liaison with the UN agencies and other partners. Qualifications include an advanced university degree, preferably at the doctorate level, in engineering or  science (earth, environment, geography) with specialization in water sciences. The duty station is  Perugia, Italy.  The annual remuneration will start (at the current exchange rate) at US $132,660 (US $123,242 if without dependants) exempt from income tax.  The closing date is December 18.  For more information see http://unjobs.org/vacancies/1192710373090.
DOI University Skillsoft Trial:  DOI University (DOIU) has created a free trial period to use the SkillSoft online learning library from now until January 4, 2008. Employees can go to http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/skillsoft/howtosignup.htm to register and get the SkillSoft courseware. After January 4, 2008, employees will need to pay for continued access. The cost for one year of online training is $45.00 per license. If a group, center, region, office, etc., wants to purchase in bulk, they must contact Bob Veltkamp of DOIU (Robert_J_Veltkamp@nbc.gov, 202-208-3441) so that one Group SF-182 training form can be prepared. 

Landscape Analysis Tools:  The Geography Branch of the USGS has just launched the first version of a website portal for landscape analysis tools.  They are looking for people to help them populate the site with more links.  There's an option to add sites and links on the website.  Please review this website, and see if you have anything to add.  http://rmgsc.cr.usgs.gov/latp/.

Welcome to John A. Melin:  John started working in the CFC lab on Monday, December 2 on Niel Plummer’s project.  John holds a Bachelor’s degree in environmental science/chemistry, May 1994, from Lake Superior State College, Sault Saint Marie, Michigan, and has broad experiences in the chemical, food processing, and pharmaceutical industries in Michigan.  Most recently John worked for TSA at Dulles Airport.  Welcome aboard John.

Support Our Troops:  This year we will be collecting items to send to the troops in Iraq.  A list of most requested items is posted next to the tree, please feel free to take one.  Items of value will be collected in 5B221.  The shipments will be made on December 19th, so please have your donations in by the 18th.  Thank you for your help and support.

Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  The Combined Federal Campaign has begun and will run through Tuesday, January 15, 2008.  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  Pledge cards should be sent to Emerson E. Perez-Paniagua and for additional information please contact him at x5834 or at paniagua@usgs.gov.
WRD Holiday Party:  There will be a traditional pot luck party in the Auditorium for all staff in the Water Resources Discipline.  Bring an appetizer or dessert to share on Wednesday, December 17 at 11:30 a.m. for a delicious lunch with all of your WRD colleagues.  No charge, but please sign up with your Project Assistant so we know how many are coming.
Request for a Digital Nikon Coolpix 990 Camera:  If anyone in the Branch has a Digital Nikon Coolpix 990 camera they no longer use, could you please call Nancy Rybicki at x5728.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:

2007 Flu Shots Flu Shots will be given until December 12 in the Health Unit per the following schedule:
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday  1:00 p.m – 3:00 p.m. and Friday  9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
December 12 Stroke and Peripheral Vascular Disease Lecture

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B2l5

Presented by Cardiac Care Associates

December 19 / January 9 / February 6 Elder Care Support Group

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. – Room BA-102C

This is a support group for employees caring for elderly family members or friends.

If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Nevada Water Science Center, Mercury, NV.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0063 and the position closes on December 7.

· Hydrologist, GS 11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0532 and the position closes on December 7.

· Interdisciplinary Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Program Analyst, North Central Geographic Area, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Billings, MT, Minneapolis, MN or Omaha, NE.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0089 and the position closes on December 7.

· Interdisciplinary Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Assistant Program Officer, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Billings, MT, Minneapolis, MN or Omaha, NE.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0106 and the position closes on December 12.

· Interdisciplinary Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Program Analyst, South Central Geographic Area, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Columbia, MO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0089 and the position closes on December 7.

· Interdisciplinary Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Assistant Program Officer, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Columbia, MO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0106 and the position closes on December 12.

· Interdisciplinary Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-15, Deputy Regional Executive, North Central Geographic Area, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Minneapolis, MN.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0083 and the position closes on December 7.

· Interdisciplinary Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-15, Deputy Regional Executive, South Central Geographic Area, Regional Director's Office, Central Region, Columbia, MO.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0083 and the position closes on December 7.

· Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, San Antonio, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0108 and the position closes on December 14.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0030 and the position closes on December 14.

· Deputy Regional Director, GS-15, Deputy Regional Director, Office of the Regional Director, Western Region, Seattle, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2008-0116 and the position closes on December 21.

· Supervisory Hydrolgist, GS-12, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations and Research Section, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2008-0027 and the position closes on December 31.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Eng, K., Milly, P.C.D., and Tasker, G.D., 2007, Flood Regionalization: A Hybrid Geographic and Predictor-Variable Region-of-Influence Regression Method, Journal of Hydrologic Engineering, ASCE, vol. 12, no. 6, p. 585-591.
Moser, K., Ahn, C., and Noe, G., 2007, Characterization of Microtopography and its Influence on Vegetation Patterns in Created Wetlands, Wetlands, vol. 27, p. 1081-1097.
Noe, G.B., and Hupp, C.R., 2007, Seasonal Variation in Nutrient Retention During Inundation of a Short-Hydroperiod Floodplain, River Research and Applications, vol. 23, p. 1088-1101.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Wickland, K.P., and Neff, J.C., 2007, Decomposition of soil organic matter from boreal black spruce forest: environmental and chemical controls: Biogeochemistry, DOI 10.1007/s10533-007-9166-3.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Mueller, D.S., Abad, J.D., Garcia, C.M., Gartner, J.W., Garcia, M.H., and Oberg, K.A., 2007, Errors in acoustic Doppler profiler velocity measurements caused by flow disturbance:  ASCE Journal of Hydraulic Engineering, v. 133, p. 1,411-1,420.

Nimmo, J.R., Herkelrath, W.N., and Laguna Luna, A.M., 2007, General framework for estimating soil water retention from textural data: Vadose Zone Journal, v. 6, p. 766-773.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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