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Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, September 5, Lee Florea, USGS, Ft. Lauderdale, FL, “Hydrostratigraphy of the Karst Aquifers of Florida”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 5, Chris Green, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Limited Reactivity of Nitrogen in Unsaturated Zones and Ground Water at Five Agricultural Sites in the United States”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Notices
Delegation of Authority:  As Pierre Glynn will be out of the office Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday this week, Harry Jenter will be serving as Acting Branch Chief.
Deadlines for Submission of FY07 Requisitions and FY08 Requisitions with October 1, 2007 Starts:

August 24
Requisitions for services less than $2,500 and construction less than $2,000
September 1
Firm funding required for requisitions marked “Process-to-Point of Award”
NOTES:

All FY 2007 purchase order renewals:

· Submit requisition 45 days prior to expiration of current order.
· Submit 60 days prior if over $25,000.
Upcoming Events Offered by the Health Unit – National Center:  The National Center Health Unit is offering employees at the National Center the following Lunch-n-Learn sessions and Health Screenings. The topics, dates and times are as follows:


August 22 Hearing, Vision and Glaucoma Screening



10:00 – 2:00 p.m. - USGS ‘E’ Parking Lot



RSVP – 703-648-7333

August 29 Stress Reduction Lunch-n-Learn 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B215

Will include a head and neck massage demonstration

September 12 Lasik Surgery Lunch-n-Learn 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. – Room 1B215

Get information about improving your vision 

If you have any questions regarding these sessions, you may contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Delaware Office, MD-DE-DC Water Science Center, Dover, DE.  The announcement number is ER-2007-0272 and the position closes on August 21.

· Hydrologic Technician, GS-11, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0558 and the position closes on August 22.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-15, Team Chief Scientist, Volcano Hazards Team, Geologic Discipline, Menlo Park, CA or Vancouver, WA.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0463 and the position closes on August 22.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Montana Water Science Center, Helena, MT.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0580 and the position closes on August 31.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Applied Hydrologic Research Branch, Alaska Science Center, Anchorage, AK.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0482 and the position closes on September 4.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Grand Canyon Monitoring and Research Center, Flagstaff, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0506 and the position closes on September 17.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Bi-annual Discrimination and Whistleblower Training Due September 30, 2007: The “Notification and Federal Employee Anti-Discrimination and Retaliation Act”, commonly known as the No FEAR Act, requires biannual training for all DOI employees. The purpose of the training is to make employees and supervisors aware of their rights, remedies, and responsibilities in both employment discrimination and “whistleblowing”. Once completed, this training may be credited toward one hour of the mandatory annual four hours of EEO and/or Diversity training for managers and supervisors. All USGS employees must complete this training by September 30, 2007. It is the responsibility of each manager and supervisor to ensure that new USGS employees complete this mandatory training within 90 days of their entrance on duty. There is no cost to access this training via DOI LEARN. Alternate methods are available for employees without computer access or who are experiencing problems completing the training on-line. Melanie K. Hood, Office of Employee Development, is the DOI LEARN Program Manager for USGS and is responsible for assigning this course to users. Information on alternate delivery methods is available by contacting Ms. Hood via email, mkhood@usgs.gov or by phone, 303-445-4681.

Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications for BRR/ER

Kirshtein, J.D., Anderson, C.W., Wood, J.S., Longcore, J.E., and Voytek, M.A., 2007, Quantitative PCR Detection of Batrachochytrium Dendrobatidis DNA from Sediments and Water, Diseases of Aquatic Organisms, vol. 77, p. 11-15, doi: 10.3354/dao01831.
Wood, W.W. and Sanford, W.E., 2007, Atmospheric Bromine Flux from the Coastal Abu Dhabi Sabkhat: A Ground-Water Mass-Balance Investigation, Geophysical Research Letters, vol. 34, 5 p., doi:10.1029/2007GL029922.
New Publications for BRR/WR

Kulp, T.R., Han, S., Saltikov, C.W., Lanoil, B.D., Zargar, K., and Oremland, R.S., 2007, Effects of imposed salinity gradients on dissimilatory arsenate reduction, sulfate reduction, and other microbial processes in sediments from two California soda lakes:  Applied and Environmental Microbiology, v. 73, p. 5,130–5,137.

Marvin-DiPasquale, M., and Cox, M.H., 2007, Legacy Mercury in Alviso Slough, South San Francisco Bay, California: Concentration, Speciation and Mobility: U.S. Geological Survey, Open-File Report number 2007-1240, 98 p.  On-line: http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2007/1240/

Pérez Catán, S., Ribeiro Guevara, S., Marvin-DiPasquale, M., Magnavacca, C., Cohen, I.M., and Arribere, M., 2007, Methodological considerations regarding the use of inorganic 197Hg(II) radiotracer to assess mercury methylation potential rates in lake sediment:  Applied Radiation and Isotopes, v. 65, p. 987-997.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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