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Seminars
Wednesday, May 2, Paul Bedrosian, USGS, Denver, CO, “Structural Evolution of the Belt Basin (Idaho/Montana) from Geophysical Constraints”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 3, National Center Customer Advisory Board, “Guidance for Laptop Users: Security, Networking and more”, Room 3B-457 and WebEx, 12:00 p.m., https://usgs.webex.com
Thursday, May 3, Ken Bencala, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Sampling in Mine Drainage -- Looking for Solute Inflows to Streams with Questions on Hyporheic Mixing”, Videostreamed, 12:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
Friday, May 4, Julio L. Betancourt, USGS, WRD, NRP, Tucson, AZ, “Patterns and Sources of Decadal-to-Multidecadal Climate Variability in the Western U.S.”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Thursday, May 10, William D. Nordhaus, Sterling Professor of Economics, Yale University, Member, National Academy of Sciences, Former Member, Committee on National Statistics, “Measuring the Economic Effects of GLOBAL WARMING”, Auditorium of the Main Building of the National Academy of Sciences, 2100 C Street NW, 3:00 p.m.

Notices
Acting Associate Director for Geology Appointed:  Linda Gundersen will serve as the Acting Associate Director for Geology from May 3, 2007, through June 2, 2007. Linda serves currently as Chief Scientist for Geology and also served recently as Acting Associate Director for Geology during Pat Lahey's service as Acting Director of the USGS.  Effective June 3, 2007, David Applegate will serve as the Acting Associate Director for Geology. David currently serves as the Senior Science Advisor for Earthquake and Geologic Hazards.

 2007 USGS Communications Conference:  The subject conference will be held June 11 through 15, 2007, at the Sheraton City Center in Baltimore, Md. Registration is free to all attendees. The conference will provide an opportunity for participants to learn more about communicating USGS science and how communication works at every level in the USGS. Participants also will have the opportunity to learn about the tools and technology that serve communications at the USGS.  Additional information, including online registration instructions, can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/communications/conferences/2007/.
DOI University Annual Needs Assessment:  DOI University is conducting its Annual Needs Assessment to identify the knowledge and skills employees need to accomplish the DOI mission.  Feedback is very valuable in ensuring that the courses offered for FY08 target appropriate training and development goals. The needs assessment should only take a few minutes to complete.  Employees are asked to submit their responses by May 18, 2007. Instructions to complete the survey can be found at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/survey/needs/.  Questions regarding the needs assessment process should be directed to Lynn McPheeters, Chief, Leadership and Performance Division on 202-208-5616 or Mary Catalano, Leadership and Performance Specialist, on 202-208-3757.

Fairfax County Gypsy Moth Treatment:  Fairfax County will be spraying trees in the vicinity of the National Center for gypsy moths during the first week of May, weather permitting. Fairfax County is using a natural insecticide, Bt., which is not harmful to people, pets, or birds per the Environmental Protection Agency.  It will be applied via helicopter.  The point of contact is the Fairfax County Department of Public Works Forest Pest Section at 703-324-5304, TTY at 703-324-5304 711, or email at pestmail@fairfaxcounty.gov.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0329 and the position closes on May 14.
· Hydrologist, GS-15, Volcano Hazards Program Coordinator, Office of Geology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0246 and the position closes on June 1.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Final Day to Complete Annual IT Security Training:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual End-User Federal Information System Security Awareness (FISSA) Training.  This training requirement applies to all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before April 30, 2007.  This year’s training is available through DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  After logging in, simply click on the “My Courses” tab, choose “Online Courses,” then click on the “2007 Federal Information Systems Security Awareness” course to begin.  The course can be taken all at once or in segments. While many users have successfully taken this training through DOI LEARN, some employees may experience configuration problems and may need to adjust certain settings.  Users can make these adjustments by following the instructions found at http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/IEBrowser_Settings.pdf and http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/Java_Settings.pdf.  Alternate methods to complete this training are available by contacting Bureau DOI LEARN Program Manager Melanie Hood at mkhood@usgs.gov or 303-445-4681.  However, users are strongly encouraged to attempt the training via the DOI LEARN site first.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Noe, G.B., and Childers, D.L., 2007, Phosphorus Budgets in Everglades Wetland Ecosystems: The Effects of Hydrology and Nutrient Enrichment, Wetlands Ecology and Management, vol. 15, p. 189-205.

Sturchio, N.C., Böhlke, J.K., Beloso, A.D.Jr., Streger, S.H., Heraty, L.J., and Hatzinger, P.B., 2007, Oxygen and chlorine isotopic fractionation during perchlorate biodegradation: laboratory results and implications for forensics and natural attenuation studies, Environmental Science and Technology, vol. 41, p. 2796-2802.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Harris, S.H., Smith, R.L., and Suflita, J.M., 2007, In situ hydrogen consumption kinetics as an indicator of subsurface microbial activity: Federation of European Microbiological Societies, v. 60, p. 220-228.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Magirl, C.S., Webb, R.H., Schaffner, M., Lyon, S.W. , Griffiths, P.G., Shoemaker, C. , Unkrich, C.L., Yatheendradas, S., Troch, P.A., Pytlak, E., Goodrich, D.C., Desilets, S.L.E., Youberg, A., and Pearthree, P.A., 2007, Impact of recent extreme Arizona storms: Eos Transactions, American Geophysical Union, v. 88, p. 191-193.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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