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Seminars
Monday, April 23, Linda Bush, Cambridge Scientific Abstracts (CSA), “Reston Library - Training - RefWorks”, Visitors Center, 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 25, David Houseknecht, USGS, Reston, VA, “Coastal Erosion Doubles in Fifty Years along the Arctic Coast of Alaska”, Washington, D.C., John Wesley Powell Auditorium, Cosmos Club, 2170 Florida Ave., NW, 7:30 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, May 2, Paul Bedrosian, USGS, Denver, CO, “Structural Evolution of the Belt Basin (Idaho/Montana) from Geophysical Constraints”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 3, Ken Bencala, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Sampling in Mine Drainage -- Looking for Solute Inflows to Streams with Questions on Hyporheic Mixing”, Videostreamed, 12:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
Thursday, May 10, William D. Nordhaus, Sterling Professor of Economics, Yale University, Member, National Academy of Sciences, Former Member, Committee on National Statistics, “Measuring the Economic Effects of GLOBAL WARMING”, Auditorium of the Main Building of the National Academy of Sciences, 2100 C Street NW, 3:00 p.m.

Notices
Delegation of Authority:  As Pierre Glynn will be out of the office Tuesday through Wednesday, Harry Jenter will be serving as Acting Branch Chief.
International Meetings and Conferences Travel for 1st Quarter of FY 2008:  Employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 1st  Quarter of FY 2008 (October, Novemvber, and December of 2007) must submit a formal request by Thursday, May 10, 2007.  This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada.  International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included.  However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please send your request to James O’Brien, jobrien@usgs.gov, 703-648-6685.  The following information should be included: name of traveler; discipline/region; the complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel.  In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations.
2007 EastFIRE Conference, 5-8 June 2007, Fairfax, Virginia:  The 2007 EastFIRE Conference will be held on the campus of George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia, from Tuesday morning June 5, 2007 through midday Friday June 8, 2007.  The theme of the conference is the Impact of Climate and Demographic Change on 21st Century Fire Management.  Over 115 presentations are scheduled in Plenary, Concurrent, and Poster Sessions.  In addition, four expert panels will summarize the conference and offer suggestions for future directions.  Please access the Conference website http://eastfire.gmu.edu/efc07/ for detailed information regarding the Conference, including schedules, speakers, sponsors, hotels, and registration.
2007 National Hydrologic Warning Council Annual Conference:  The NHWC will hold its annual conference on June 11-14, 2007 in Savannah GA.  Information about the conference is available from the conference web site at URL: http://nhwc.udfcd.org/2007_conference.htm.  April 30th is the last day to early register--after that, the registration fee goes up $70.
Price Increase in Travel Reservation Transactions:  Carson Wagonlit has announced a price increase for rates on travel management services.  The increase is due to a 7% economic price adjustment that the General Services Administration (GSA) authorized.  The new pricing will be effective May 12, 2007.  The cost for a Self Service Air and/or Rail transaction will now be $11.16.

LeBlanc Selected to Present Freeman Lecture:  Denis LeBlanc, project leader of the USGS Cape Cod Toxic Substances Hydrology Research Site, and a long-time close collaborator with numerous NRP researchers, was selected by MIT to give the prestigious John R. Freeman Lecture (on April 9, 2007). The lecture was entitled "Cape Cod's Billion Dollar Ground-Water Cleanup: The Hydrologic Story". More information on line at: http://ilp-www.mit.edu/display_event.a4d?key=P4&fromKey=P4&eventId=2890.  Congratulations to our colleague and a great USGS scientist!
Associate Director's Intranet Website for WRD Briefing Materials:  Bob Hirsch's office maintains a USGS Intranet website at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/adw_briefing/ where you can find briefing materials related to the Water Resources Discipline.  To update material for distribution on the site, please contact Mary Cirincione at (703) 648-5215 or mcirinci@usgs.gov.
CEGIS Website Now Available:  The Center of Excellence for Geospatial Science (CEGIS) website is publicly available at http://cegis.usgs.gov.  One portion of the website has the proposals that received funding for FY 2007.  Because of the delays caused by the continuing resolution, these projects are just getting underway.  Plans are being formed to have an open seminar in the June timeframe at the National Center where the PI's can describe their investigations.  Questions regarding CEGIS can be directed to: Stephen C. Guptill, Ph.D.; Senior Research Physical Scientist; U.S. Geological Survey; 810 National Center; Reston, VA  20192 USA; 703 648 4520.
ArcGIS 9.2 Available on New BRR/ER External Drive:  The Branch has purchased a portable USB Hard Drive on which an updated version of the ArcGIS software will be kept.  Currently, the drive contains the software required for installing ArcGIS 9.2.  Dan Nowacki has agreed to be the keeper of the drive, and BRR/ER staff may check-out the drive from him in order to install ArcGIS on their own computers.  Dan may be contacted at x5467 or dnowacki@usgs.gov.  Dan has indicated that ArcGIS 9.2 constitutes a major upgrade from earlier versions of ArcGIS, especially ArcGIS 8.x and earlier, and that those using older versions of ArcGIS should consider upgrading their software.  Information regarding licensing information and instructions for installing from the portable hard drive may be found at http://qio.usgs.gov/egis/.
New OSW Employees:  The USGS Office of Surface Water (OSW) is pleased to announce two new staff members:

· Julie Kiang (jkiang@usgs.gov; 703-648-5364) joined OSW in March 2006.  She takes over many of the responsibilities of Bill Kirby who retired in September 2005.  Julie will manage the OSW Climate Change Program, address issues related to uncertainties in hydrologic measurements, records, and statistics, and support water-science-center (WSC) efforts in low-flow studies.  Julie worked at Hydrocomp, a hydrologic consulting company, and with the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin before coming to the USGS.  Julie graduated from Stanford University with a B.S. in Civil and Environmental Engineering and from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology with a M.S. in Civil and Environmental Engineering and a Doctorate in Hydrology and Water Resources.
· Charles Berenbrock (ceberenbrock@usgs.gov; 703-648-6876) joined OSW in September 2006.  He takes over many of the responsibilities of Harvey Jobson who retired in 2002.  Charles is available to consult with WSC scientists on applications of hydraulic and sediment-transport models, including the USGS/NRP Multi-Dimensional Surface-Water Modeling System (MD_SWMS; http://wwwbrr.cr.usgs.gov/projects/GEOMORPH_Lab/project-MDSWMS.html).  Charles joined the USGS in 1979, starting as a hydrologic technician, and worked as a ground-water hydrologist in California and a surface-water hydrologist in Idaho.  He has published nearly 40 scientific reports and journal articles. Charles has also taught undergraduate and graduate hydrologic engineering classes at the University of Idaho Basic Surface-Water Hydraulics at the USGS National Training Center.  Charles graduated from the University of Arizona with a B.S. in Hydrology, from California State University-Fullerton with a M.S. in Civil Engineering, and is working on a doctoral degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Idaho.
National Center Safety Week:  April 23-27, 2007 is National Center Safety Week.  Information on activities planned for this week can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/nationalcentersafetyweek.html.
Student Resumes:  Just a reminder that the Branch has received 5 resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with the USGS.  Please see Emerson if you would like a copy of the resume.

· A Freshman at James Madison University who is majoring in Biology.  She hopes to find an opportunity to work in the laboratories and to explore research in the field of Biology.  She has been a teaching assistant for a biology class for one semester and her coursework includes biology and chemistry.

· A Sophomore at the University of Virginia who is majoring in Biology.  She is interested in pursuing a career in scientific research.  Her coursework includes biology, chemistry, ecology, and many other scientific courses.
· A High School Senior graduating from Herndon High School in June.  Course work includes a college level Geospatial Analysis course which involves creating maps with GIS software.  This student comes highly recommended.

· A Sophomore at James Madison University who is majoring in Biology.  She hopes to increase her knowledge of natural sciences and further her education.  She graduated from Paul VI High School with high honors.
· An undergraduate at the University of Puerto Rico who is majoring in Chemistry.  She is interested in acquiring a summer internship with the U.S. Geological Survey.  Her coursework includes Physical Chemistry, Biochemistry, and many other scientific courses.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Associate Center Director, Massachusetts-Rhode Island Water Science Center, Northborough, MA.  The announcement number is ER-2007-0193 and the position closes on April 26.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0329 and the position closes on April 30.
· Hydrologist, GS-15, Volcano Hazards Program Coordinator, Office of Geology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0246 and the position closes on June 1.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Annual IT Security Training Due April 30, 2007:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual End-User Federal Information System Security Awareness (FISSA) Training.  This training requirement applies to all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before April 30, 2007.  This year’s training is available through DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  After logging in, simply click on the “My Courses” tab, choose “Online Courses,” then click on the “2007 Federal Information Systems Security Awareness” course to begin.  The course can be taken all at once or in segments. While many users have successfully taken this training through DOI LEARN, some employees may experience configuration problems and may need to adjust certain settings.  Users can make these adjustments by following the instructions found at http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/IEBrowser_Settings.pdf and http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/Java_Settings.pdf.  Alternate methods to complete this training are available by contacting Bureau DOI LEARN Program Manager Melanie Hood at mkhood@usgs.gov or 303-445-4681.  However, users are strongly encouraged to attempt the training via the DOI LEARN site first.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/ER
McMahon, P.B., Böhlke, J.K., and Carney, C.P., 2007, Vertical Gradients in Water Chemistry and Age in the Northern High Plains Aquifer, Nebraska, 2003, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2006-5294, 58 p.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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