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Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, May 2, Paul Bedrosian, USGS, Denver, CO, “Structural Evolution of the Belt Basin (Idaho/Montana) from Geophysical Constraints”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
Delegation of Authority:  As Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on travel Tuesday to Thursday, Harry Jenter will be serving as Acting Branch Chief.
CUAHSI Funding Opportunity:  CUAHSI seeks four senior PhD-level hydrologic scientists to collaborate with colleagues in environmental engineering in the development of documents supporting the WATERS Network.  More information about WATERS Network is available at http://www.watersnet.org/.  The documents to be written are the Conceptual Design (CD), Integrated Science and Education Plan (ISEP), Science Requirements (SR) and the Networking and Informatics Document (NID).  All of these documents are required to create a community proposal to the Major Research Equipment and Facilities Construction grant process (MREFC).  Drafts of each of these documents have been developed by principals of the WATERS Network Project Office and CUAHSI scientists, but further refinement of these documents is required for the MREFC review process.  Further information on the MREFC program is available at http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/docs/mrefcguidelines06.pdf.  Scientists working at universities, non-profit corporations and government scientists (through an IPA arrangement) are eligible to apply for these positions.  Please send 2-page, NSF-style CV, a 1-page statement of interest detailing your experience and expertise, and an  NSF-style budget for these positions in electronic format to exdir@cuahsi.org.  Applications will be reviewed beginning on May 1 and a decision is expected by May 15.  Each successful applicant must submit a workplan and formal budget (approved by their universities or agencies) for establishing a sub-award from CUAHSI. Inquiries may be directed to Dr. Richard Hooper; CUAHSI; 2000 Florida Avenue, NW; Washington, DC 20009; 202-777-7306 (phone); 202-777-7308 (fax).
2007 USGS Organizational Excellence Assessment Survey:  USGS employees are invited to participate in the 2007 USGS Organizational Excellence Assessment Survey (OEAS) which is now available on the Internet.  This is an opportunity to share opinions with managers in the USGS.  The survey should take about 30 minutes to complete.  Surveys can be completed between now and Friday, May 4, 2007.  Instructions for taking the online survey were distributed via an “all hands” email last week.  All responses to the survey are completely anonymous.  No one from the USGS will ever see an individual's answers.  Overall bureau results will be posted on the USGS Intranet.  Reports will also be available at the Regional, Headquarters, Program, and Science Center/Office levels and will be distributed directly to the appropriate managers by early June.  Any questions about the survey itself may be sent to employee_survey@usgs.gov.  Any technical questions with navigating through the survey, please contact Stacey Namm at the Hay Group at (201)377-5840 or at Stacey_Namm@haygroup.com.
Retirement Celebration to Honor Pat Leahy:  The USGS will host a celebration of the illustrious career of Dr. P. Patrick Leahy, Associate Director for Geology, on the occasion of his retirement from the USGS after 33 years of dedicated service.  The event honoring Pat's career with the USGS will be held in the Dallas Peck Memorial Auditorium at the USGS National Center in Reston, Virginia, on Monday, April 30, 2007, from 2-5 p.m.  Light refreshments will be served.  For additional information, please contact: Rama Kotra (rkotra@usgs.gov), Janice Shay (jhshay@usgs.gov), Clarice Ransom (cransom@usgs.gov), or Beth Stettner (eastettner@usgs.gov).
Bob Meade to Receive Wetzel Award:  The American Institute of Hydrology (AIH) R.G. Wetzel Award Committee has recommended that the 2007 Wetzel Award be given to our BRR/CR (emeritus) colleague Robert H. Meade for his contributions to the science of sediment transport in large rivers, and for his lengthy career of dedicated professional service.  Congratulations, Bob!
Congratulations to Emerson Perez-Paniagua:  Congratulations to Emerson Perez-Paniagua for his recent GEM (Going the Extra Mile) Award for his work in the Branch office.  Emerson has proven time and again that he is a willing, capable and dedicated member of the BRR/ER staff.  He will enjoy privileged GEM parking for the next three months.  Congratulations on a well deserved award, Emerson!
Sales Tax Exemption:  Federal government organizations are exempt from paying most state and local taxes, with only a few exceptions.  The following website http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/acquisition/statetax.html lists the state-tax exemption status for Federal government purchases.  Purchase card holders must insist that merchants exempt their purchase from taxes whenever applicable.
Schedule of Training for National Center Safety Week April 23-27, 2007:  Employees can sign up for all courses though DOI Learn at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Should you have difficulty signing up for a particular course, please call Beatrice Webb at 703-648-7556 for assistance.

1. Laboratory Safety/Hazardous Waste:  Tuesday,  April 24, 2007    9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a. m.  BA102B/C – This course meets the USGS mandatory requirement for laboratory workers before they start work in the lab and then every three years after.  For Safety and Health Awareness week, the Hazardous Waste Generators Course has been combined with the laboratory safety course and will not be taught as a separate course.  This Laboratory Safety/Hazardous Waste course is only for those who need to take both courses.

2. Defensive Driving:  Wednesday, April 25, 2007 (two sessions)    8:00 a. m. - 12:00 noon, (This session is full.), 1:00 p. m. - 5:00 p. m.  (This session still has 2-4 openings), BA102B/C  – This course meets the USGS mandatory requirement for initial or refresher (every 3 years) defensive driving training for those who drive government or privately owned motor vehicles on official business.  

3. Field Safety (Preparing for the Field):  Tuesday, April 24, 2007    1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p. m.  BA102B/C – Dan Pontbriand, an expert in back country rescue, will discuss how to prepare for field work in remote areas.  Some of the items to be discussed are the identification of potential hazards associated with work in a particular area (conducting a job hazard analysis), having a plan (letting someone know where you are going, when you will be back, how you will communicate, etc.) and preparing for possible emergencies. 

4. Hazard Communications:  Cancelled.

5. CPR/AED:  Thursday, April 26, 2007   8:30 a.m - 4:00 p. m.  BA102B/C – This course is full, call Sharon Wine (x7553) and let her know of your interest, so that you can be notified when the next courses is scheduled.   

Health Unit Screenings:  The American Screening Association (ASA) is offering lab screening at the National Center on Tuesday, April 24, 2007, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., in Room 1B-215.  The following health screenings are offered: Cardio CRP (high sensitivity C-reactive protein), Homocystiene, TSH (thyroid stimulating hormone), Hemoglobin A1C (Glycohemoglobin), eGFR (estimated glomerular filtration rate), CBC (complete blood count), Comprehensive wellness profile, PSA (prostate specific antigen), Rh Group and Blood Type, FSH/Follicle Stimulating Hormone, RA Factor, Sickle Cell Anemia.  Employees may sign up for as many of these tests as they wish performed at one setting.  Please call 1-800-686-3035 for scheduling and additional information concerning procedures, costs, and insurance coverage.  Most of these tests are not performed in a routine physical but are recommended every six months to a year.  Screenings are on an appointment only basis and limited to the Health Unit’s hours of operation.  Fee(s) required.
In celebration of  Safety Week, the health unit is offering blood pressure monitoring from 9:00 to 11:00 A. M., and vision screening from 1:00 to 3:00 P. M. on Wednesday, April 25, in 1B215 on a first come, first served basis.  If you have questions, call Dawn Keeler at x7333.

Fairfax County Fire Truck on Display:  Come on outside and see the fire truck and meet the members of the Fox Mill Station, Fairfax County Fire and Emergency Services, Wednesday, April 25, 11:00 A. M. - 1:00 P. M.  This station is the one that responds when we have an emergency.

Safety Week Lunchtime Safety Videos:  (in the Cafeteria)

April 24th
11:00 – Safety Attitudes-Food for Thought


11:20 – Safety Coach-The 7 Cs of Safety


11:55 – Safety Meetings-Give ‘Em What They Want

12:15 – Safety Orientation – It Takes a Winning Team


12:35 – Sun Safety for Outdoor Workers

April 25th
11:00 – Job Safety Analysis


11:20 – Emergency Evacuation-Getting Out ALIVE

11:40 – Environmental Awareness-A Cleaner World


12:05 – Office Ergonomics


12:25 – Wilderness Survival-The Vital Skill
April 26th
11:00 – Fire Extinguishers-Fight or Flight


11:20 – Safety Showers and Eye Washes


11:35 – The Back Care Program-Body Mechanics


12:00 – Pollution Prevention-Reducing Workplace Waste


12:25 – Planning for Laboratories


12:45 – Preventing Contamination
Earth Day Privately-owned Electronics Recycling Event:  CDM eCycling will host a free recycling event on April 25, 2007 from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm in the National Center "O" Parking Lot for USGS and DOI employees in the Reston/Herndon area only.  The following privately-owned items will be accepted for recycling:  PCs/CPUs, monitors, printers, fax machines, scanners, copiers, Mac systems, cables/cords, keyboards, terminals, manuals, software, hard drives, circuit boards, stereos, radios, speakers, a/v equipment, networking equipment, cell phones, telephones, wire, typewriters and microwave ovens.  TV's will not be accepted for recycling due to certain restrictions.  For more information, please call (703) 648-7276.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Program Manager, Earth Surface Dynamics, Office of the Chief Scientist for Geology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0234 and the position closes on April 17.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Associate Center Director, Massachusetts-Rhode Island Water Science Center, Northborough, MA.  The announcement number is ER-2007-0193 and the position closes on April 26.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0329 and the position closes on April 30.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Annual IT Security Training Due April 30, 2007:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual End-User Federal Information System Security Awareness (FISSA) Training.  This training requirement applies to all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before April 30, 2007.  This year’s training is available through DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  After logging in, simply click on the “My Courses” tab, choose “Online Courses,” then click on the “2007 Federal Information Systems Security Awareness” course to begin.  The course can be taken all at once or in segments. While many users have successfully taken this training through DOI LEARN, some employees may experience configuration problems and may need to adjust certain settings.  Users can make these adjustments by following the instructions found at http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/IEBrowser_Settings.pdf and http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/Java_Settings.pdf.  Alternate methods to complete this training are available by contacting Bureau DOI LEARN Program Manager Melanie Hood at mkhood@usgs.gov or 303-445-4681.  However, users are strongly encouraged to attempt the training via the DOI LEARN site first.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Worman, A., Packman, A., Marklund, L., Harvey, J, and S. Stone, 2007, Fractal Topography and Subsurface Water Flows from Fluvial Bedforms to the Continental Shield, Geophysical Research Letters, vol. 34, L07402, doi:10.1029/2007GL029426, 2007.  The AGU Editor's Highlight can be found at http://www.agu.org/journals/scripts/highlight.php?pid=2007GL029426, with auxilary materials including examples of the subsurface flow patterns induced under different types of landscapes.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Miller, L.G., 2007, Book review of "Geothermal Biology and Geochemistry in Yellowstone National Park", Inskeep, W.P., and McDermott, J.R., eds.:  Geofluids, v. 7, p. 270-271.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Morin, R., Godin, R., Nastev, M., and Rouleau, A., 2007, Hydrogeologic controls imposed by mechanical stratigraphy in layered rocks of the Chateauguay River Basin, a U.S.-Canada transborder aquifer, Journal of Geophysical Research, 112, B04403, doi:10.1029/2006JB004485.

Other Newly Available USGS Publications
Cunningham, W.L., Geiger, L.H., and Karavitis, G.A., 2007, U.S. Geological Survey Ground-Water Climate Response Network, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2007-3003, 4 p.

LeBlanc, D.R., 2006, Cape Cod Toxic Substances Hydrology Research Site: Physical, Chemical, and Biological Processes that Control the Fate of Contaminants in Ground Water, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3096, 2 p.
U.S. Geological Survey Geologic Names Committee, 2007, Divisions of Geologic Time-Major Chronostratigraphic and Geochronologic Units, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3015, 2 p.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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