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Seminars
Monday, April 9, Chief Scientist for Hydrology Seminar, Eric T. Sundquist, NRP, BRR/ER, “Carbon Dioxide from Fuels, Fields, and Friends”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, April 11, “National Center IT Service Desk Capabilities”, Room 5A-217 and WebEx, 12:00 p.m., https://usgs.webex.com
Wednesday, April 11, hosted by The Stockholm International Water Institute, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), Swedish Water House (SWH), and Embassy of Sweden to the United States of America, “Water, Power, Development - New Thinking and Innovative Technologies to Solve Global Water Challenges”, House of Sweden, 901 30th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 9:00 a.m.

Thursday, April 12 & 19, Brian D. Reece, Hydrologist (GIS Specialist), Texas Water Science Center, “Creating a Spatially Enabled NWIS Geodatabase Snapshot”, WebEx, 1:00 p.m., For additional information, visit: http://tx.cr.usgs.gov/nwisdb_snapshot/.  Should you have any questions about the ITAC sponsored Webinar, please contact Donna Schiffer (schiffer@usgs.gov) or Athena Clark (athclark@usgs.gov).
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, April 12, Niel Plummer, NRP, BRR/ER, “Use of Chemical and Isotopic Data to Improve Conceptualization of Groundwater Flow: Lessons from the Middle Rio Grande Basin, NM”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Barbara Cardellichio’s Farewell Reception:  Barbara has accepted a new position in the Office of the Regional Hydrologist, Northeast Region.  A Branch farewell reception will be held this Thursday, April 12, at 2:00 p.m. in room 5B227.  Please see Marge Shapira or Melissa Schomody to contribute to the group gift and sign Barbara’s card.

Mid-year Progress Reviews Due Friday, April 13:   This is a reminder that BRR/ER supervisors should complete mid-year progress reviews with each of their employees no later than Friday, April 13, 2007.  Please see Harry Jenter's e-mail of March 28, 2007 for detailed instructions.  Upon completion of all mid-year progress reviews, supervisors should send an e-mail to Barbara Cardellichio with a CC to Melissa Schomody, listing the name of each employee who has received a mid-year review, in order to document compliance in the Branch records.  Thank you.

Call for 2007 Shoemaker Award Nominations:  It is time to submit entries and nominations for the 2007 Shoemaker Communication Awards. Communication is an essential component of the USGS mission. It gives visibility and voice to our science so that others can use it to make a difference in our changing world. These awards are our way of honoring the best of the best when it comes to communicating USGS science and information. You can submit your work (or the work of others) in three major categories: Lifetime Achievement in Communications, External Communications Excellence, and Internal Communications Excellence.  Nominations and complete entry packages for all Shoemaker Awards must be received by close of business on May 4, 2007. Instructions, nomination and entry forms, eligibility requirements, selection criteria, and lists of previous winners are available at the Shoemaker Awards Web site, http://internal.usgs.gov/communications/shoemaker/.

Employee Express Security Alert-Protecting Your Information:  There have been four cases in DOI of Employee Express accounts that were accessed by unauthorized personnel, resulting in funds being improperly transferred.  In these cases, it appears that personal information was obtained from home computers by use of spyware.  The Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) also has had very similar problems that they believe were caused by users not properly protecting their access information on home computers, resulting in loss of funds.  The National Business Center does not have control over computers which are not protected with updated security software that includes firewalls, anti-virus, and spyware detection to prevent key logging.  Use of these inadequately protected systems for financial transactions makes the user extremely vulnerable to many forms of identity theft.  Please take time to verify your accounts and notify EE or TSP officials if you find any abnormalities.
USGS/GD Mendenhall Postdoc Program-Collaborators Invited:  A memo has been sent to all USGS Geology (GD) Teams inviting proposed research descriptions for the FY09 Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Program.  Under the Mendenhall Program, GD has endeavored to foster a certain amount of interdisciplinary research.  They invite other USGS scientists to consider collaborating with scientists in Geology Teams to submit proposed FY09 postdoc projects. External (non-USGS) partners are also welcome.  Anyone who has questions regarding the Mendenhall Program should contact Rama Kotra (rkotra@usgs.gov, 703-648-6271) or visit http://geology.usgs.gov/postdoc.  The deadline for submitting proposals for Geology Discipline-oriented research projects is COB Monday, April 30.

New USGS Report on Nutrient Delivery to Gulf of Mexico:  On March 30 the USGS released a report on streamflow and nutrient delivery from the Mississippi River Basin to the northern Gulf of Mexico. Scientists have linked the delivery of nutrients and streamflow to the formation and extent of a “hypoxic zone” – a zone of waters with low dissolved oxygen that forms each summer in the northern Gulf along the Louisiana-Texas coast.  The resulting lack of oxygen can cause stress or death in bottom-dwelling organisms that cannot escape to more oxygen-rich areas of the Gulf.  The Mississippi River Basin drains about 3 million square kilometers or about one third of the land area of the United States. The USGS report also provides information on streamflow and nutrient delivery for 30 subbasins that vary in size from 16,200 square kilometers (about the land area of Hawaii) to 1,847,000 square kilometers (about the land area of Alaska and Montana combined).  Information is presented for the available period of record for each subbasin, with some dating back to the early 1960s. To view the USGS Mississippi River Basin report, go to http://toxics.usgs.gov/highlights/of-2007-1080.html.

USB Drive Encryption:  The advent of portable USB-based removable media (sometimes called USB drives, flash drives, thumb drives, etc.) has been a great boon to the portability of data.  However, with portability of data comes the responsibility of protecting the data from accidental loss or disclosure.  This is especially true of Personally Identifying Information (PII).  PII data is any data that can be related back to an individual and includes, but is not limited to, names, phone numbers, street addresses, email addresses, and social security numbers.  PII information must be protected while being transported, no matter if the transport is by computer network, USB drive, iPod, other media player, or even floppy disk.  Encryption is the recommended solution to transporting sensitive data on removable media. While there are several low- or no-cost solutions to USB drive encryption, when picking a solution you need to consider factors of cost, usability, encryption level, and certifications.  One thing is for sure, a lost unencrypted USB drive that contains PII data is a security breach worthy of a news story and something that must be avoided.  Learn more at http://bwtst.usgs.gov/security/usb-encryption/index.html or contact our IT Support for more information and recommended USB drives with encryption.

National Center Annual Elevator/Escalator Maintenance:  Annual elevator/escalator maintenance and testing will begin on April 11th and continue thru April 24th, 2007, for all National Center elevators and escalators.  Between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. elevators and escalators in the John W. Powell Federal Building and the elevator at the Solid State Physics Building will be subjected to annual safety inspections and weight test certifications.  Impact on you should be minimal.  Elevators will be removed from service sequentially which may slightly increase wait time at some elevator banks.  You may also hear banging noises during the weighted emergency stop testing of an adjacent elevator.  Escalators are scheduled to be out of service April 16 - 17 and the main freight elevator is scheduled for testing on Wednesday, April 18.  Any last minute schedule changes will be posted near the elevators and sent by email to management and specific operating elements within USGS.  Please direct any questions or concerns regarding this activity to Stephen Labus at  x7518.
Donate Blood this Friday:  The Red Cross Bloodmobile will be in the Auditorium this Friday, April 13, 2007, from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The Red Cross now schedules blood donation appointments through an on-line system, and appointments must be scheduled before 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 11, 2007.  Go to http://www.membersforlife.org/rccm/mobilesch/login.php?sponsorcode=3668.  This system helps the Red Cross determine how many USGS donors will be there so they bring enough supplies, personnel, and refreshments to accommodate everyone.  Donating blood is usually painless and the entire process only takes about an hour.  With supervisory approval, employees are allowed up to 4 hours of administrative leave for donation and recovery time.  Your very generous gift will make a difference in the lives of many people.  If you have any questions, please call Barbara Rogers at ext. 7766 or the American Red Cross at 800-787-9282 ext. 5305.  Questions concerning medical eligibility should be referred to 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Program Manager, Earth Surface Dynamics, Office of the Chief Scientist for Geology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0234 and the position closes on April 17.
· Supervisor Hydrology, GS – 14/15, Director, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0329 and the position closes on April 30.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Annual IT Security Training Due April 30, 2007:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual End-User Federal Information System Security Awareness (FISSA) Training.  This training requirement applies to all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before April 30, 2007.  This year’s training is available through DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  After logging in, simply click on the “My Courses” tab, choose “Online Courses,” then click on the “2007 Federal Information Systems Security Awareness” course to begin.  The course can be taken all at once or in segments. While many users have successfully taken this training through DOI LEARN, some employees may experience configuration problems and may need to adjust certain settings.  Users can make these adjustments by following the instructions found at http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/IEBrowser_Settings.pdf and http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/Java_Settings.pdf.  Alternate methods to complete this training are available by contacting Bureau DOI LEARN Program Manager Melanie Hood at mkhood@usgs.gov or 303-445-4681.  However, users are strongly encouraged to attempt the training via the DOI LEARN site first.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Emerson Perez-Paniagua,, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Noe, G., Fellows, M., and Cornell, J., 2007, Volunteer Monitoring Demonstrates Tree Planting Help Stream Ecosystems, Conservation Currents, vol. 34, p. 8

Rybicki, N. B., and Landwehr, J.M., 2007, Long-Term Changes in Abundance and Diversity of Macrophyte and Waterfowl Populations in an Estuary With Exotic Macrophytes and Improving Water Quality, Limnology and Oceanography, vol. 52, no. 3, p. 1195-1207
New Publications from BRR/WR
Baesman, S.M., Bullen, T.D., Dewald, J., Zhang, D., Curran, S., Islam, F.S., Beveridge, T.J., and Oremland, R.S., 2007, Formation of tellurium nanocrystals during anaerobic growth of bacteria that use Te oxyanions as respiratory electron receptors:  Applied and Environmental Microbiology, v. 73, p. 2,135-2,143.
Hostettler, F.D., Wang, Y., Huang, Y., Cao, W., Bekins, B.A., Rostad, C.E., Kulpa, C.F., and Laursen, A., 2007, Forensic fingerprinting of oil-spill hydrocarbons in a methanogenic environment--Mandan, ND and Bemidji, MN:  Environmental Forensics, v. 8, p. 139-153.
Rostad, C.E., and Hostettler, F.D., 2007, Profiling refined hydrocarbon fuels using polar components:  Environmental Forensics, v. 8, p. 129-137.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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