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Seminars
Tuesday, April 3, Eric Junger, Prince William County Police Department, Identification Bureau, “Copper, Bentonite, and Brutality”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.

Thursday, April 5, David Borrok, USGS, Denver and University of Texas at El Paso, “Tracking and fingerprinting the biogeochemistry of stream waters impacted by acid rock drainage using Cu and Zn isotopes”, Room 4C-315, 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 5, Dr. Jan van Wagtendonk, Western Ecological Research Center, “Science for a Burning World”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.  Coffee and doughnuts at 9:30 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Monday, April 9, Chief Scientist for Hydrology Seminar, Eric T. Sundquist, NRP, BRR/ER, “Carbon Dioxide from Fuels, Fields, and Friends”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, April 11, hosted by The Stockholm International Water Institute, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), Swedish Water House (SWH), and Embassy of Sweden to the United States of America, “Water, Power, Development - New Thinking and Innovative Technologies to Solve Global Water Challenges”, House of Sweden, 901 30th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 9:00 a.m.
Notices
Delegation of Authority:  As Matt Larsen, Pierre Glynn, and Harry Jenter will be out of the office on travel this week, Ed Landa will be serving as Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology and Acting Branch Chief, Monday to Wednesday, followed by Ward Sanford on Thursday and Friday.
Please Welcome Nosheen Anwar to BRR/ER:  Nosheen Anwar joins the Branch Admin. Office starting April 2 as an Administrative Operations Assistant.  Her office will be located in 5B-301 with Irene Myers.  Nosheen joins us from the USGS Eastern Region Fiscal Services Office and brings a great deal of experience to the position.  Please stop by and introduce yourself.
Mid-year Progress Reviews Due Friday, April 13:   This is a reminder that BRR/ER supervisors should complete mid-year progress reviews with each of their employees no later than Friday, April 13, 2007.  Please see Harry Jenter's e-mail of March 28, 2007 for detailed instructions.  Upon completion of all mid-year progress reviews, supervisors should send an e-mail to Barbara Cardellichio with a CC to Melissa Schomody, listing the name of each employee who has received a mid-year review, in order to document compliance in the Branch records.  Thank you.
Art White Named Geochemistry Fellow:  Our BRR/WR colleague Art White has been elected a Geochemistry Fellow by the Geochemical Society and the European Association for geochemistry.  The two societies bestow this title on outstanding scientists who have made a major contribution to the field of geochemistry.  The number of Fellows elected each year is limited to less than 1% of the membership of the combined societies and is typically significantly fewer.  The new Fellows will be introduced and their certificates presented at the Goldschmidt Conference in Cologne, Germany (August 19-24, 2007). Congratulations, Art!
Rochell Labiosa joins BRR/WR as NRC Postdoc:  Rochelle Labiosa has joined the USGS and BRR/WR as an NRC Postdoc under Jim Cloern.  She will be working on the "TRoUBLE" project--TRends Of rising and Unexpected Bloom Levels in the Estuary" funded by CALFED.  Rochelle received her  PhD in Biological Oceanography this year from Stanford University.  Her dissertation work is in ocean biogeochemistry and spans the range of tools from molecular biology and algal physiology to satellite remote sensing and 3D ecosystem modeling. 
Online Glossary of Geology at USGS:  The USGS Library has purchased access to the electronic version of The Glossary of Geology from the American Geological Institute.  This resource is searchable using terms, words within terms or definitions, categories and Spanish-language equivalents.  The online Glossary provides not only access to more than 39,000 glossary entries contained in the print version but to more than 1,100 changes and updates as well.  The online Glossary includes several enhancements over the print edition.  Images from the Earth Science World Image Bank maintained by AGI are displayed for rocks, minerals, fossils and landforms whenever possible.  For quick reference, hyperlinks for similar or related terms are included.  Try this new e-resource at http://glossary.agiweb.org/dbtw-wpd/glossary/search.aspx or use the link on the USGS Library’s internal home page, http://internal.usgs.gov/library/.
Procedure for Lost or Stolen BlackBerry Devices:  If your BlackBerry device is lost or stolen, you should report this to the USGS BlackBerry Support Team via email (bbsupport@usgs.gov) or telephone 703-648-7800.  You can also call the USGS Service Desk and inform them (703-648-4357).  The support team has the ability to remotely wipe the device so no one will be able to use the information that is stored on the BlackBerry.  However, in order to accomplish this, the device must not be disabled by the carrier.  Therefore, contact the support team first, and then, once they have wiped the device, you should contact the cellular service provider to have them cancel service on the device.  Please note that all BlackBerry devices also have passwords enabled so that, if an incorrect password is typed 10 times, the device will automatically be wiped as an additional security precaution.
One AED is Now Located by the 5th Floor B Stack Elevators:  The USGS safety office now has more Automatic External Defibrillators (AEDs) to help cardiac arrest victims.  If you wish to train to become part of the AED team, contact Sharon Wine at x7553.

Schedule of Training for National Center Safety Week April 23-27, 2007:  Employees can sign up for all courses though DOI Learn.  Registration will close in DOI Learn approximately one week before the course is scheduled.  Should you have difficulty signing up for a particular course, please call Beatrice Webb at 703-648-7556 for assistance.

1. Laboratory Safety/Hazardous Waste:  Tuesday,  April 24, 2007    9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a. m.  BA102B/C - This course is required for laboratory workers before they start work in the lab and then every three years after.  This course covers the engineering features that provide a safe workplace, such as laboratory hoods, emergency electrical shut-off, emergency showers and eyewashes, and inspection procedures.  The hazardous waste portion of this class is required annually for employees who generate hazardous wastes.  For Safety and Health Awareness week, the Hazardous Waste Generators Course has been incorporated into the laboratory safety course and will not be taught as a separate course.  This Laboratory Safety/Hazardous Waste course is only for those who need to take both courses. 

2. Defensive Driving:  Wednesday, April 25, 2007 (two sessions)    8:00 a. m. - 12:00 noon, 1:00 p. m. - 5:00 p. m.  BA102B/C – This course meets the USGS requirement for initial or refresher (every 3 years) defensive driving training for those who drive government or privately owned motor vehicles on official business.  It offers practical strategies to reduce collision-related injuries, fatalities, and costs.  It also addresses the importance of attitude in preventing accidents, and reinforces the good driving skills students already have.  Most importantly, it shows students the consequences of the choices they make behind the wheel, and puts defensive driving in a personal context.
3. Field Safety (Preparing for the Field):  Tuesday, April 24, 2007    1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p. m.  BA102B/C – This course will be presented by our friends at the National Park Service.  Dan Pontbriand, an expert in back country rescue, will discuss how to prepare for field work in remote areas.  Some of the items to be discussed are the identification of potential hazards associated with work in a particular area (conducting a job hazard analysis), having a plan (letting someone know where you are going, when you will be back, how you will communicate, etc.) and preparing for possible emergencies.  

4. Hazard Communications:  Tuesday, April 24, 2007    11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon  BA102B/C – This course is designed to cover the Hazard Communication Standard requirements of 29 Code of Federal Regulations 1910.1200.  It is a requirement for non-laboratory workers who may either work with chemicals or come in contact with chemicals in the course of their duties, with refresher training every 3 years.  The course will discuss the National Center's written Hazard Communication Plan, requirements for the maintenance of Material Safety Data Sheets, local chemical inventory, and labeling requirements for hazardous chemicals.  Note:  This is a classroom version of the DOI University web-based training course, Hazard Communication.

5. CPR/AED:  Thursday, April 26, 2007   8:30 a.m - 4:00 p. m.  BA102B/C – The American Safety Health Institute Automated External Defibrillator (AED) course teaches the basic techniques of adult Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and how to use an AED.  Students also learn about using barrier devices giving first aid for choking and child and infant CPR.  The course teaches how to recognize the signs of four major emergencies: heart attack, stroke, cardiac arrest and foreign-body airway obstruction.  This course is for personnel who work more than 15 minutes from professional medical services.  If you are unable to register for the course because it is full, call Sharon Wine (x7553) and let her know, so that you can be notified when the next courses is scheduled.

Health Unit Screenings:   The American Screening Association (ASA) is offering lab screening at the National Center on Tuesday, April 24, 2007, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., in Room 1B-215.  The following health screenings are offered:

· Cardio CRP (high sensitivity C-reactive protein)

· Homocystiene

· TSH (thyroid stimulating hormone)

· Hemoglobin A1C (Glycohemoglobin)

· eGFR (estimated glomerular filtration rate)

· CBC (complete blood count)

· Comprehensive wellness profile

· PSA (prostate specific antigen)

· Rh Group and Blood Type

· FSH/Follicle Stimulating Hormone

· RA Factor

· Sickle Cell Anemia

Employees may sign up for as many of these tests as they wish performed at one setting.  Please call 1-800-686-3035 for scheduling and additional information concerning procedures, costs, and insurance coverage.  Most of these tests are not performed in a routine physical but are recommended every six months to a year.  Screenings are on an appointment only basis and limited to the Health Unit’s hours of operation. 

Health Unit Ultrasound Testing:  The American Screening Association (ASA) is offering ultrasound testing at the National Center on Monday, April 30, Tuesday, May 1, and Wednesday, May 2, 2007, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Room 1B-215.  The following health screenings are offered:

· Echocardiogram/Heart Function/Heart Ultrasound

· Stroke/Carotid Artery Disease

· Peripheral Arterial Disease

· Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm

· Osteoporosis

Because these diseases can strike any gender, at any age, and have few if any symptoms, they affect millions of unknowing and unprepared individuals.  The good news is that they can be prevented.  Unfortunately, these preventative screenings are not part of one’s regular routine physical.  Employees may sign up for as many of these tests as they wish performed at one setting.  Please call 1-800-686-3035 for scheduling and additional information concerning procedures, costs, and insurance coverage.  Please remember screenings are on an appointment only basis and limited to the Health Unit’s hours of operation.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Program Manager, Earth Surface Dynamics, Office of the Chief Scientist for Geology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2007-0234 and the position closes on April 17.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Annual IT Security Training Due April 30, 2007:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual End-User Federal Information System Security Awareness (FISSA) Training.  This training requirement applies to all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before April 30, 2007.  This year’s training is available through DOI LEARN at https://doilearn.doi.gov.  After logging in, simply click on the “My Courses” tab, choose “Online Courses,” then click on the “2007 Federal Information Systems Security Awareness” course to begin.  The course can be taken all at once or in segments. While many users have successfully taken this training through DOI LEARN, some employees may experience configuration problems and may need to adjust certain settings.  Users can make these adjustments by following the instructions found at http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/IEBrowser_Settings.pdf and http://doilearn.doi.gov/MaestroC/OnlineResourceDocs/2/Java_Settings.pdf.  Alternate methods to complete this training are available by contacting Bureau DOI LEARN Program Manager Melanie Hood at mkhood@usgs.gov or 303-445-4681.  However, users are strongly encouraged to attempt the training via the DOI LEARN site first.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Over (








