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(There will be no newsletter for the week of December 25 – December 29, 2006.)
Notices
All Hands Meeting:  There will be an important BRR/ER All Hands Meeting on Thursday, January 4, 2007, at 10:00 a.m. in conference room BA102A and B.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.
Nature Conservancy Detail:  WRD has announced an opportunity to work on detail with the Nature Conservancy to support environmental flow science studies.  This is envisioned as a two year detail with the potential to be extended for an additional 2 years.  The USGS employee filling the position will be collocated at a Nature Conservancy Office that is mutually agreeable to the employee and the Conservancy.  Preference for location is Arlington, Virginia; Charlottesville, Virginia; or State College, Pennsylvania, but other locations will be considered.  It is anticipated that the assignment will commence this winter, after the 2007 appropriation is finalized by the Congress.  The individual selected will remain as a USGS employee during the duration of the assignment.  It is anticipated that the position will be filled at the GS 12 – 14 level.  If you are interested in being considered for this position, please email your resume and a statement of interest to Ward Staubitz at staubitz@usgs.gov by January 5, 2007.  To receive more details regarding this position, please contact Ward at (703) 648 –5061.
Deadline Extended for the Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  The deadline for the CFC Campaign has been extended to Sunday, December 31.  Copies of the CFC Catalog and a Pledge Card have been distributed to every employee.  Extras are available in the Branch office if you need one.  If you use Employee Express to make your donation, please print a copy of the pledge and turn it into Barbara Cardellichio.  Thanks!
Pre-Retirement Course:  The course will be held on Tuesday, January 30 through Wednesday, January 31, 2007, in BA-102B.  The cost for this two day class is $250.00 per person.  Spouses are welcome to attend.  Register by logging into https://doilearn.doi.gov.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rebecca Rabuck at 202-208-3446 or email rebecca_l_rabuck@nbc.gov.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Mississippi Water Science Center, Jackson, MS.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0035 and the position closes on December 23.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Oregon Water Science Center, Portland, OR.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0066 and the position closes on January 2.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations Section, Texas Water Science Center, San Antonio, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0156 and the position closes on January 5.

· Regional Director, SES, Regional Director - Western Region, Seattle, Flagstaff, Menlo Park or Sacramento.  The announcement number is SES-2007-0017 and the position closes on January 26.

· Ecologist, GS-14/15, Driector USA-National Phenology Network, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0160 and the position closes on February 9.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
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Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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