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Seminars

Tuesday, September 26, Christopher Swezey, USGS Eastern Energy Resources Team, Reston, VA, “Depositional environments of the Mississippian (Chesterian) Loyalhanna Member of the Mauch Chunk Formation in Somerset County, Pennsylvania”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, September 27, Gregory Waite, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Seismic Structure of Mount St. Helens from Local Earthquake Tomography”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Delegation of Authority:  Pierre Glynn will be serving as Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology from Wednesday, September 27th to Friday, September 29th.

Jim Constantz Patent Approved:  Our BRR/WR colleague Jim Constantz was awarded a general process patent from the U.S. Office of Patents and Trademarks for the Solar Distillation Loop (Constantz, Patent No. 7,108,769).  The patent describes a process in which the thermal gradient near the ground surface is exploited to accelerate solar distillation for the purpose of low-energy desalination of highly saline water resources.  Congratulations, Jim!

Call For Proposals for DOI Everglades Funds:  There is a Request for Proposals (RFP) for science information needs relevant to "Interim Goals Re: Greater Everglades Restoration".  The funds originate from the National Park Service Critical Ecosystems Studies Initiative and a total of $400,000 has been set aside.  The deadline for proposals is October 27.  The easiest way to access the announcement is via http://ideasec.nbc.gov/j2ee/solicitationdetail.jsp?objId=2098539&serverId=NP144302&attach=true.  To read the announcement, click on the document titled “RFP/BAA CESI FY06 Funds”.

Mississippi Nutrients Symposium:  The “Mississippi River Basin Science Symposium:  Sources, Transport, and Fate of Nutrients” will be held on November 7-9, 2006, in Minneapolis.  The focus of this meeting is nutrient transport in the Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers and their tributaries as it influences hypoxia in the Gulf of Mexico.  The USGS and US Army Corps of Engineers are co-chairing the meeting.  The draft agenda and meeting location and registration information can be found at http://www.tetratech-ffx.com/nutrient_fate_symposium/.
Great Basin Watershed Management Workshop:  The “2006 Workshop on Collaborative Watershed Management and Research in the Great Basin” will be held on November 28-30 in Reno. The agenda topics and break-out sessions will focus on seeking ways to promote research collaborations.  Science results and collaborations will be presented and highlighted via exhibits and posters.  Poster abstracts are due October 15; see http://www.cabnr.unr.edu/GreatBasinWatershed/.
Lab Safety and Hazardous Waste Classes:  Both classes will be held on Tuesday, October 10th, from 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  To register for one or both of these classes please logon to DOILearn at https://doilearn.doi.gov/.  The course number for Lab Saftey is USGS-OSHA-8206-224 and Hazardous Waste is USGS-OSHA-8208-2015.  Please be reminded that the Hazardous Waste Course is an annual requirement and the Lab Safety Course is only required every 3 years.

Earth Science Week 2006:  October 8-14 is Earth Science Week 2006.  This year’s theme, “Be a Citizen Scientist!”, encourages the public to learn about the planet on which we live by using the fundamental approaches of science: observation, data collection and interpretation.  The USGS is pleased to be a sponsor and major material contributor to this international event organized by the American Geological Institute.  This year’s packet in support of Earth Science Week can be obtained from one of the individuals listed below and includes numerous useful resources, such as posters, flyers, USGS fact sheets, a DVD on our national parks, and an instructional activities calendar with a different activity for each month. Complete information about Earth Science Week and related events may be found at: http://www.usgs.gov/earthscience/ and http://www.earthsciweek.org.
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MODFLOW Improvements Announced:  The USGS Office of Ground Water is pleased to announce the release of several MODFLOW updates and additions:

· MODFLOW-2000 version 1.17:  This version includes updates to the Lake (LAK), Streamflow-Routing (SFR), and Gage (GAG) Packages, as well as a new adaptive-damping option for the Geometric Multigrid (GMG) Solver Package.  It also includes a change in the Subsidence (SUB) Package and fixes for bugs in the Advective-Transport Observation (ADV), Multi-Node Well (MNW), and Drain Return Flow (DRT) packages:  http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/gwsoftware/modflow2000/modflow2000.html.

· JUPITER API:  Joint Universal Parameter IdenTification and Evaluation of Reliability:  An Application Programming Interface (API) for Model Analysis provides a set of computer-programming resources (FORTRAN-90 modules) for developing applications for analysis of process models. Process models include those that simulate physical systems, such as MODFLOW, as well as chemical and(or) biological processes.  JUPITER API is documented in USGS Techniques and Methods 6-E1 by E.R. Banta, E.P. Poeter, J.E. Doherty, and M.C. Hill:  http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/gwsoftware/jupiter/jupiter_api.html.

· Streamflow-Routing Package (SFR2):  A new version of the Streamflow-Routing Package, SFR2, has been developed for MODFLOW-2000 to include simulation of flow in the unsaturated zone beneath streams.  SFR2 is documented in USGS Techniques and Methods 6-A13 by Richard G. Niswonger and David E. Prudic:  http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/gwsoftware/modflow2000/modflow2000.html. 

· Ground-Water Management (GWM) Process version 1.1:  This new version of the GWM Process of MODFLOW-2000 has several new features:  http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/gwsoftware/mf2k-gwm/MF2K-GWM.html.
Johns Hopkins Seeks Hydrogeology Postdocs:  The Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences at Johns Hopkins University seeks two postdoctoral fellows in computational hydrogeology.  For more information, contact Grant Garven (garven@jhu.edu).  To apply, send a CV, names and email addresses of two references, and sample publications to Kristen Gaines (kgaines@jhu.edu). 

PhD Student Sought:  The International PhD School of Biodiversity Sciences (Denmark and Germany) has a PhD position available for a project on the functional biodiversity of prokaryotes in the terrestrial subsurface impacted by a meteorite.  In particular, the project would investigate the functional biodiversity of prokaryotes in the Chesapeake Bay impact crater. Contact Prof. Kai Finster (Kai.Finster@biology.au.dk) for more information, or see Ean Warren for the full announcement.  Applications are due October 1.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Hydrologist, GS-14, Regional Groundwater Specialist, Northeastern Region.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0282 and the position closes on September 25.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, AZ Water Science Center, Flagstaff, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0477 and the position closes on September 27.

· Hydrologist, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, TX Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0374 and the position closes on September 29.

· Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Surface Water Specialist, ID Water Science Center, Boise, ID.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0484 and the position closes on September 29.

· Supervisory Geologist, GS-15, Chief Scientist, Minerals Resources Team, Geologic Discipline, Menlo Park, CA or Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0467 and the position closes on September 30.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Two Mandatory On-Line Training Courses Must be Completed by September 29, 2006:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate to Barbara.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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