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Seminars

Tuesday, September 19, Tristan P. Wellman, National Research Council Postdoctoral Fellow, U.S. Geological Survey, Boulder, CO, “Using Simple Simulators to Characterize Complex Processes in Fractured Aquifers: Searching Beyond the “REV” for Optimal Model Constraints”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Friday, September 22, Eastern Earth Surface Processes Team Seminar, Milan Pavich, “Chronostratigraphic Evidence for Late Pleistocene Glacial Forebulge Uplift in the Chesapeake Bay Region”, Room 4C-315, 11:00 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, September 27, Gregory Waite, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Seismic Structure of Mount St. Helens from Local Earthquake Tomography”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
NOTE: Brown Bag Seminars have resumed for the Fall

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, September 21, Isabelle M. Cozzarelli, NRP, BRR/ER, “Natural Attenuation of Organic Contaminants: Developing Conceptual Models through Long-term Field Investigations”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Delegation of Authority:  Pierre Glynn will be out of the office until Thursday, September 21.  Harry Jenter will serve as Acting Branch Chief during this time.
Mark Myers Confirmed as USGS Director:  On September 15, 2006, the Senate confirmed Mark Myers to the post of Director, U.S. Geological Survey, by unanimous consent.  Mark is a former State Geologist and Director of the State of Alaska Division of Geological and Geophysical Survey.  More information can be found in the Department of the Interior's press release at http://www.usgs.gov/director/myers.doc. At this time, there is no official word as to when the new Director will be reporting for duty.
Farewell to Dan Kroes:  Dan Kroes will be leaving BRR/ER on Friday, September 29, 2006.  Colleagues are invited to attend his farewell get together at Old Dominion Brewery in Sterling, on Thursday, September 21, 2006, at 4 p.m.  Everyone is welcome.  Please contact Pam Smith at extension 5476 for details.  If you can’t make his get together, please stop by his tastefully decorated cube in the first floor bullpen (1B219) to say goodbye.  We will all miss Dan tremendously!
VSIP/VERA Informational Meeting:  BRR/ER and the OCS/H will host an All Hands Meeting regarding Voluntary Separation Incentive Payments (VSIP) and Voluntary Early Retirement Authority (VERA).  The meeting will be held this Thursday, September 21, 2006, from 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. in 1B-215 at the National Center.  Dial-up phone connections will be available.  Cindy Wylie, Human Resources Specialist (Benefits) from the Eastern Region Office of Human Resources will be there to provide information on the VSIP/VERA process and to answer questions.  Links to preliminary versions of Cindy’s PowerPoint presentations, as well as links to frequently asked questions, can be found on our Branch Homepage at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/nrp/brrer.

USGS Library Announces Additional Electronic Access to Elsevier Backfiles:  The USGS Library, by recent acquisition of the "Environmental Sciences" backfile collection from Elsevier, now provides Bureau-wide access to this additional archival content.  This purchase complements the USGS Library's purchase of the electronic "Earth and Planetary Sciences Archives" from Elsevier in June.  The latest purchase is of backfiles for 88 journals including CATENA, Journal of Contaminant Hydrology, Geoderma, Science of the Total Environment, Water Research, and many other titles of interest to USGS scientists.
Travel Tip of the Week - Restrictions on Use of Internet Travel Search Sites:  Expedia, Travelocity, Orbitz, Priceline, Hotels.com or other travel search engines may not be used for the purchase of any airline tickets, lodging, or car rental under any circumstances. You may use these travel sites for gathering information only.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Hydrologist, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, Kansas Water Science Center, Lawrence, KS.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0345 and the position closes on September 19.

· Research Ecologist, GS-12, Staff Ecologist, Columbia Environmental Research Center, Columbia, MO.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0342 and the position closes on September 22.

· Hydrologist, GS-14, Regional Groundwater Specialist, Northeastern Region.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0282 and the position closes on September 25.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, AZ Water Science Center, Flagstaff, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0477 and the position closes on September 27.

· Supervisory Geologist, GS-15, Chief Scientist, Minerals Resources Team, Geologic Discipline, Menlo Park, CA or Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0467 and the position closes on September 30.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Two Mandatory On-Line Training Courses Must be Completed by September 29, 2006:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate to Barbara.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Cloern, J.E., Jassby, A.D., Schraga, T.S., and Dallas, K.L., 2006, What is causing the phytoplankton increase in San Francisco Bay? in The Pulse of the Estuary:  Monitoring and Managing Water Quality in the San Francisco Estuary:  Oakland, San Francisco Estuary Institute, p. 62-70, http://www.sfei.org/rmp/pulse/2006.
Other Newly Available Publications

Mueller, D.S. and Wagner, C.R., 2006, Application of the loop method for correcting acoustic doppler current profiler discharge measurements biased by sediment transport, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2006-5079, 18 p.

National Hydrologic Warning Council, 2006, Benefits of USGS Streamgaging Program: Users and Uses of USGS Streamflow Data, NHWC Phase A Report, 17 p.
Jarrett, R.D. and Costa, J.E., 2006, 1976 Big Thompson flood, Colorado - Thirty years later, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3095, 6 p.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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