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Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, September 19, Tristan P. Wellman, National Research Council Postdoctoral Fellow, U.S. Geological Survey, Boulder, CO, “Using Simple Simulators to Characterize Complex Processes in Fractured Aquifers: Searching Beyond the “REV” for Optimal Model Constraints”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, September 27, Gregory Waite, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Seismic Structure of Mount St. Helens from Local Earthquake Tomography”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, September 21, Isabelle M. Cozzarelli, NRP, BRR/ER, “Natural Attenuation of Organic Contaminants: Developing Conceptual Models through Long-term Field Investigations”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
Delegation of Authority:  Matt Larsen will be on travel from September 11 through September 13.  Pierre Glynn will be on travel from September 11 through September 20.  Harry Jenter will serve as both Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology and Acting Branch Chief during these times.

Welcome to Ingo Wanfried:  Ingo is a graduate student from the University of Sao Paulo who is conducting his Ph.D. research on ground-water flow and recharge process in sandstone and basalt aquifers of Brazil. Ingo will be visiting the USGS for approximately 7 months, and will be working with Allen Shapiro. Ingo is sitting in 5B-132 and his telephone extension is ext. 6858.

Security Advisory: Anniversary of 9/11:  With the fifth anniversary of the September 11th terrorist attacks occurring this week, the Federal Protective Service has provided a security advisory containing precautionary guidance to help raise awareness and ensure continuing vigilance.  This guidance was distributed to “all hands” in a memorandum from Keith Anderson, Chief, Office of Management Services, on Friday September 8.  The memo reminded recipients that, “as part of the federal workforce - whether as a government employee or contractor -- ... You are the person most familiar with normal activity in and around your workplace, neighborhood, mass transit systems, and other locations you frequent  and are in the best position to observe anything that seems out of place.”.  Please read the guidance provided in the memo, and report any suspicious activity to your local security office, local Federal Protective Service Office, or local law enforcement.  If you have any questions, please call Kathi Evans, Bureau Assistant Security Manager, at (703) 648-4429.

USGS Katrina Response Praised:  An August 29 opinion piece in the Washington Times by George Voinovich (R-Ohio) and Daniel Akaka (D-Hawaii) included the following praise for the USGS' role in Hurricane Katrina response:

“Workers from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) -- an agency with no traditional emergency response mission -- played a critical role in rescuing thousands of survivors.  When it became clear an untold number of citizens were stranded after the storm had passed, USGS workers at the National Wetlands Research Center, headquartered in Lafayette, La., and the Louisiana Water Science Center launched their boats to rescue nearly 600 people. 

    When professional rescue teams arrived, the USGS used their scientific expertise to help the rescuers search more efficiently.  Stranded survivors called in for rescue but, with street signs destroyed and house numbers under water, street addresses were difficult to determine.  The USGS team jumped into action and worked around the clock to convert street addresses into longitude and latitude, enabling the rescue of more than 8,000 people.  The USGS team's quick and creative thinking undoubtedly saved lives.”
The entire piece can be viewed at http://washingtontimes.com/commentary/20060828-101128-3390r.htm.  Voinovich and Daniel Akaka are, respectively, chairman and ranking member of the U.S. Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management, the Federal Work Force and the District of Columbia.

VSIP/VERA Informational Meeting:  BRR/ER and the OCS/H will host an All Hands Meeting regarding Voluntary Separation Incentive Payments (VSIP) and Voluntary Early Retirement Authority (VERA).  The meeting will be held on September 21, 2006, from 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. in 1B-215 at the National Center.  Dial-up phone connections will be available.  Cindy Wylie, Human Resources Specialist (Benefits) from the Eastern Region Office of Human Resources will be there to provide information on the VSIP/VERA process and to answer questions.  Links to preliminary versions of Cindy’s PowerPoint presentations can be found on our Branch Homepage at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/nrp/brrer.

Geology Discipline Review of Scientist Emeritus Program:  A team of scientists and managers -- including former Chief Scientist for Hydrology Mary Jo Baedecker -- recently reviewed the Scientist Emeritus (SE) Program within the Geology Discipline.  The overall goals of the review were to ensure that the SE Program continues to make strong contributions to the USGS science mission, that Emeritus Scientists are recognized for the work they do, and that the SE program remains an attractive alternative for employees who choose to retire, but who would still like to contribute to the USGS and share their knowledge with other USGS scientists. The SE Program Review report is now available on the updated Scientist Emeritus website: http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/index.shtml.
Fiscal Year 2006 Closeout Due Dates:

September 15
Process Final Cash Awards & Fitness Program Reimbursements

September 15
Last Day for Bankcard Charges (non-emergency)
September 16
Obtain Approvals on all FY06 Reimbursable Agreements and Transfer to FFS

September 21
Record All Outstanding Travel Vouchers in Travel Manager for Payment in Sept.

September 22
Submit Non-Travel Manager Vouchers

September 22
Last Day Fed Ex Bills will be Processed
September 22
Web-Based Training Order Obligations
September 22
Close Reston Self-Service Store
September 22
WCF Internal Vouchers
September 22
Last Day to Enter PRUS Adjustments (pay period 19 and prior)
September 22
Forward checks for posting collections for final deposit
September 25
Process Last Bankcard Invoice

Travel Tip of the Week - Travel Expenditures on Bank Card Statements:  The Travel Branch has asked that when writing a description for any travel related expense on your bank card statement, you should include the type of expense (airfare, lodging, taxi, rental car, etc.), the dates of the trip, the destination and the purpose of the trip, along with the account number and object class code to be charged.  Thanks for your cooperation.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Geohydrologic Investigations Section, Ohio Water Science Center, Columbus, OH.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0271 and the position closes on September 11.

· Supervisory Biologist, GS-15, Supervisor, Cooperative Research Units, Office of the Associate Director for Biology, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0267 and the position closes on September 13.

· Senior Science Advisor, SL-00, Senior Science Advisor, Southwest Biological Science Center, Flagstaff, AZ.  The announcement number is SL-2006-0008 and the position closes on September 15.

· Hydrologist, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Fort Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0148 and the position closes on September 15.

· Hydrologist, GS-9/11, Staff Hydrologist, New Mexico Water Science Center, Albuquerque, NM.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0331 and the position closes on September 15.

· Hydrologist, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, Kansas Water Science Center, Lawrence, KS.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0345 and the position closes on September 19.

· Research Ecologist, GS-12, Staff Ecologist, Columbia Environmental Research Center, Columbia, MO.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0342 and the position closes on September 22.

· Hydrologist, GS-14, Regional Groundwater Specialist, Northeastern Region.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0282 and the position closes on September 25.

· Supervisory Geologist, GS-15, Chief Scientist, Minerals Resources Team, Geologic Discipline, Menlo Park, CA or Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0467 and the position closes on September 30.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Two Mandatory On-Line Training Courses Must be Completed by September 29, 2006:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate to Barbara.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Konikow, L.F. and Hornberger, G.Z., 2006, Modeling Effects of Multinode Wells on Solute Transport, Ground-Water, vol. 44, no. 5, p. 648-660.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Bencala, K.E. , Hamilton, D.B. and Petersen, J.H., 2006, Science for maintaining riverine ecosystems:  Actions for the USGS identified in the workshop “Analysis of Flow and Habitat for Aquatic Communities”:  U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2006-1256,  http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2006/1256/.

CIRMOUNT Executive Committee, 2006, Mapping new terrain -- Report of the Consortium for Integrated Mountain Climate Research in Western Mountains (CIRMOUNT):  U.S. Forest Service Pacific Southwest Research Station (Albany, CA) Miscellaneous Publication PSW-MISC-77, 29 p., http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/cirmount/publications/pdf/new_terrain.pdf.  (CIRMOUNT is the Consortium for Integrated Climate Research in Western Mountains; our BRR/WR colleagues D.R. Cayan and M.D. Dettinger are members of the Executive Committee.)

Other Newly Available Publications

Knochenmus, L.A., 2006, Regional evaluation of the hydrogeologic framework, hydraulic properties, and chemical characteristics of the intermediate aquifer system underlying southern west-central Florida:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2006-5013, 52 p.

Sprague, L.A., Zuellig, R.E., and Dupree, J.A., 2006, Effects of Urban Development on Stream Ecosystems along the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains, Colorado and Wyoming, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3083, 4 p.

Stock, J.D., and Dietrich, W.E., 2006, Erosion of steepland valleys by debris flows:  Geological Society of America Bulletin, v. 118, p. 1,125–1,148.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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