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Seminars

Thursday, September 7, John W. Lane, Jr. and Frederick D. Day-Lewis, Branch of Geophysics, Storrs, Connecticut, “Fiber-Optic Distributed Temperature Sensors: A New Technology for Monitoring Earth Science Processes”, Visitors Center, 10:30 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, September 19, Tristan P. Wellman, National Research Council Postdoctoral Fellow, U.S. Geological Survey, Boulder, CO, “Using Simple Simulators to Characterize Complex Processes in Fractured Aquifers: Searching Beyond the "REV" for Optimal Model Constraints”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Notices
Welcome to Professor Jim Simpson:  Jim is on sabbatical from the Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory, Columbia University, and will work on the mobility of arsenic in shallow groundwaters, and other topics in conjunction with Niel Plummer’s project.  Jim will start Wednesday, September 6, and can be reached at x5836.  Please stop by to say hello to him in office 5B230 on the 5th floor.
VSIP/VERA Informational Meeting:  BRR/ER and the OCS/H will host an All Hands Meeting regarding Voluntary Separation Incentive Payments (VSIP) and Voluntary Early Retirement Authority (VERA).  The meeting will be held on September 21, 2006, from 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. in 1B-215 at the National Center.  Dial-up phone connections will be available.  Cindy Wylie, Human Resources Specialist (Benefits) from the Eastern Region Office of Human Resources will be there to provide information on the VSIP/VERA process and to answer questions.  Links to preliminary versions of Cindy’s PowerPoint presentations can be found on our Branch Homepage at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/nrp/brrer.

Congratulations to Greg Gohn, Ward Sanford and Mary Voytek:  The August 29, 2006, issue of EOS has their recent article “Chesapeake Bay Impact Structure Drilled" as the featured article on the front page.  It's good to see the hard work on this exciting project recognized.
Wilderness First Aid Course Offered:  The next Wilderness First Aid Class is scheduled for October 31st through November 2nd in Conference Room 1B-215.  There is a maximum of 12 students per class.  Sign-up is through the old Training Management System (TMS) not DOI Learn.  The estimated cost is about $133 to about $200, depending on how many people actually sign up.  The Survey Manual indicates that First aid and CPR are required for personnel where the location of the work is greater than 15 minutes from professional medical services.  Also, for locations greater than 1 hour away from medical services, personnel should have advanced first aid or wilderness first aid training.  Please contact Glenn Jolly, the Branch Collateral Duty Safety Officer, for further information.

Deadline extended for CEGIS Research Grants available in FY 2007: The USGS Center of Excellence for Geospatial Information Science (CEGIS) will make approximately $1 million available in FY 2007 through the CEGIS Research Prospectus to support interdisciplinary teams of scientists to address GIScience research issues. Projects may be from one to three years in duration with second and third year funds provided based on satisfactory progress and availability of funds in the FY 2008 and FY 2009 budgets. One-year projects should serve as seed or pilot projects and will be funded to a maximum level of $150,000. Two- and three-year projects will be funded to a maximum level of $250,000 per year. In FY 2007, it is expected that the majority of the awarded funds will be devoted to one-year projects. Lead Principal Investigator must be a full-time USGS government employee. Full instructions for proposal submission are attached below. Please send your proposals by e-mail to cegis@usgs.gov by September 22, 2006. If you have questions on CEGIS or the research prospectus, please contact Steve Guptill (703-648-4520, sguptill@usgs.gov).
2nd Quarter International Meetings and Conferences:  Employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 2nd Quarter of FY 2007 (January, February and March 2007) must submit a formal request by next Tuesday, September 12th, 2006.  This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada.  International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included.  However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please send your reply to Jim O'Brien (jobrien@usgs.gov) or Verne R Schneider (vrschnei@usgs.gov). The following information should be included: name of traveler; discipline/region; the complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel. In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations.
NAGT/USGS 40th Anniversary:  This year marks the 40th anniversary of the NAGT/USGS Cooperative Field Training Program, which is the longest continuously running internship program in the Earth sciences.   Over the past forty years, over 1,500 students have participated in this program, with many later becoming full-time USGS employees.  There is an excellent new article about the NAGT program and the 2006 USGS interns at http://education.usgs.gov/common/resources/NAGT_USGS_coop_program.pdf.  Brittany Guzzo, who worked with Ed Landa here in BRR/ER, Amy Dawson, who worked with Rob Striegl in BRR/CR, and Curtis Barnes, who worked with John Nimmo in BRR/WR, are among the featured interns.

CSA/USGS Announcement of Opportunity for Subsidence Mapping:  The USGS and the Canadian Space Agency (CSA) have just released an Announcement of Opportunity for creating subsidence maps over New Orleans and the Gulf Coast using RADARSAT-1 data.  CSA will provide RADARSAT-1 data and the USGS will provide other imagery and geospatial data collected after Katrina.  The objective is to provide the necessary data for researchers to develop new approaches for subsidence mapping.  Neither organization is providing funding, just access to these valuable data.  Letters of intent (2-3 pages) should be sent to Christine Giguère at CSA by September 22 (Christine Giguère, RADARSAT-1 Data for Research Program Manager, Canadian Space Agency, 6767 Route de l'Aéroport, St. Hubert, Quebec, Canada J3Y 8Y9, ph. 450-926-6559, fax 450-926-4449, email: Christine.Giguere@space.gc.ca).

NCWQR Director Sought:  Heidelberg College (Tiffin, Ohio) invites applications for the position of Director of its National Center for Water Quality Research (NCWQR).  The NCWQR’s research programs focus on understanding relationships between land use and water quality, especially in agricultural watersheds of the Midwest and Great Lakes.  Applicants must possess a doctoral degree with experience in water resources or a related environmental or agricultural discipline.  The Director reports directly to the Vice-President for Academic Affairs and, depending on qualifications, may be tenured upon appointment.  Information on NCWQR programs and staff can be found at http://www.heidelberg.edu/wql.  Screening of applications will begin immediately and conclude when a suitable candidate is appointed.
Groundwater Jobs in Tasmania:  The Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries and Water is seeking to fill two positions to contribute to ensuring the equitable and sustainable use of the Tasmania's groundwater resources.

· The Groundwater Management Officer 702382 will undertake research and development, carry out field investigations, and provide regulatory support; this is an appointment for two years initially, but with funding for four years: http://www.jobs.tas.gov.au/notices/index.php?type=vacancy&id=14214
· The Groundwater Management Officer 702383 will develop suitable groundwater licensing and management systems.  This is a 12 month appointment, with some possibility of extension depending on funding: http://www.jobs.tas.gov.au/notices/index.php?type=vacancy&id=14216
The closing date for both positions is September 8.
Fiscal Year 2006 Closeout Due Dates:

September 15
Process Final Cash Awards & Fitness Program Reimbursements

September 15
Last Day for Bankcard Charges (non-emergency)
September 16
Obtain Approvals on all FY06 Reimbursable Agreements and Transfer to FFS

September 21
Record All Outstanding Travel Vouchers in Travel Manager for Payment in Sept.

September 22
Submit Non-Travel Manager Vouchers

September 22
Last Day Fed Ex Bills will be Processed
September 22
Web-Based Training Order Obligations
September 22
Close Reston Self-Service Store
September 22
WCF Internal Vouchers
September 22
Last Day to Enter PRUS Adjustments (pay period 19 and prior)
September 22
Forward checks for posting collections for final deposit
September 25
Process Last Bankcard Invoice

Bank Card Responsibilities:  When the monthly government Bank Card statement arrives, the cardholder is responsible for opening the statement, verifying that all charges are accurate, annotating each entry with the information listed below, signing and dating the statement, and submitting it to their supervisor for approval within 6 business days.   Information to include for each entry is a brief description of the item (such as “Rental Car - Tucson, AZ 6/11 - 6/16/2006” or “Abstract Fee - AGU Fall Meeting” or “Printer Cartridge”) and also an account number to be charged (6-4555-XXXXX-XXXX).  Please note that the Fiscal Year identifier, the first digit, a 6 (or, next month, a 7) is especially vital at this time of year.  Your Project Assistant can be a resource in helping fill out the Bank Card statements, in particular in supplying the four-digit object class code at the end of the account number.  Your Project Assistant also will copy, file and forward your statement to your supervisor for approval.   However, responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, and timeliness of submitted Bank Card statements remains with the cardholder.
Travel Tip of the Week:  Travel arrangements for official Government travel in October should be made knowing that the travel cannot occur unless an appropriation is signed by the President or a continuing resolution is granted.  Furthermore, Appropriations Law indicates that travel must be charged in the fiscal year in which it occurs. Travel which begins in September and continues into October will have the entire transportation cost charged to FY 2006.  All other costs must be charged according to the fiscal year in which the expense was incurred.   Carlson Wagonlit Travel will be open on Sunday, October 1st to issue tickets for travel during the first week of October.  Please see your Project Assistant for further information.
Donate Blood this Friday: The Red Cross Bloodmobile will be in the USGS National Center auditorium on Friday, September 8, 2006, from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The Red Cross now schedules blood donation appointments through an on-line system.  Go to the Red Cross Web site at http://www.membersforlife.org/rccm/mobilesch/login.php?sponsorcode=3668.  This system helps the Red Cross determine how many USGS donors will be there so they bring enough supplies, personnel, and refreshments to accommodate everyone.  Appointments must be scheduled before 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 6, 2006.  Donating blood is usually painless and the entire process only takes about an hour. With supervisory approval, employees are allowed up to 4 hours of administrative leave for donation and recovery time. Your very generous gift will make a difference in the lives of many people.  If you have any questions, please call Barbara Rogers at ext. 7766 or the American Red Cross at 800-787-9282 ext. 5305.  Questions concerning medical eligibility should be referred to 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Geohydrologic Investigations Section, Ohio Water Science Center, Columbus, OH.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0271 and the position closes on September 11.

· Senior Science Advisor, SL-00, Senior Science Advisor, Southwest Biological Science Center, Flagstaff, AZ.  The announcement number is SL-2006-0008 and the position closes on September 15.

· Hydrologist, GS-14, Regional Groundwater Specialist, Northeastern Region, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0282 and the position closes on September 25.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Two Mandatory On-Line Training Courses Must be Completed by September 29, 2006:  All USGS employees, contractors, and volunteers, including emeritus volunteers, are required to complete “Records Management Awareness,” based on the Federal Records Act, and “Orientation to the Privacy Act,” based on the Privacy Act.  The courses have been added to each employee’s learning plan at DOI LEARN.  You may have already received an auto-generated email reminding you to complete the training.  To complete the training, go to https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Once you are logged in, click on “My Courses,” then click on “On-line Courses.”  Click on the title of the training course to launch it.  Your computer must be Java enabled to access courses on-line.  If you are unsure if your computer is Java enabled, please visit the following website: http://training.usgs.gov/doilearn/browsersettings.pdf.  If you experience login problems, contact the help desk at 888-722-3647 or govsupport@geolearning.com.  Please note:  DOI Learn provides for automatic notification of the course completion to the Branch Office, so it is no longer necessary to provide a copy of the completion certificate to Barbara.  However, it is recommended that you print a certificate for your own file.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Gohn, G. S., Koeberl, C., Miller, K. G., Reimold, W. U., Cockell, C. S., Horton, J. W., Sanford, W. E., and Voytek, M. A., 2006, Chesapeake Bay Impact Structure Drilled,  EOS, Transactions, American Geophysical Union, vol. 87, no. 35, p. 349, 355.

New Publications from BRR/WR
Bales, R., Molotch, N., Painter, T., Dettinger, M.D., Rice, R., and Dozier, J., 2006, Mountain hydrology of the western US:  Water Resources Research, v. 42, W08432, doi:10.1029/2005WR004387.
Other Newly Available Publications

Knochenmus, L.A., 2006, Regional Evaluation of the Hydrogeologic Framework, Hydraulic Properties, and Chemical Characteristics of the Intermediate Aquifer System Underlying Southern West-Central Florida, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2006-5013, 40 p.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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