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Seminars

Tuesday, October 31, Brian Rusk, USGS, Denver, CO, “Origin and evolution of hydrothermal fluids that formed the porphyry Cu-Mo deposit in Butte, MT: A multi-faceted fluid inclusion study”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, October 31, Dr. Ned Euliss and Dr. Shuguang Liu, “Integrated Landscape Monitoring: Prairie Pilot”, Visitors Center , 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, November 1, Steven Jusczuk, Ph.D., University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY, “The Structural Geology and Tectonics of the Late Paleozoic Ouachita Orogen and the Adjacent Foreland of Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Monday, November 6, Mary C. Hill, USGS, Boulder, CO, “Exploring Models and Data Using Sensitivities and Optimization”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.

Monday, November 20, Joel Gat, Professor Emeritus, Environmental Sciences and Energy Research, Weizmann Institute of Science, Rehovath, Israel, “The Isotope River Continuum Model: Evolution of the Isotopic Composition along a River Basin in Different Climate Settings”, Room 5B-227, 10:30 a.m.

Notices
Delegation of Authority:  Matt Larsen will be on travel Tuesday - Thursday this week. Pierre Glynn will serve as Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology on Tuesday, October 31 and Thursday, November 2.  Pierre Glynn will also be on travel on Wednesday, November 1, so Harry Jenter will be serving as both Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology and Acting Branch Chief on that day.
Welcome to Ben O'Connor:  Ben joined us this week in Reston to begin an NRC postdoctoral fellowship working with Jud Harvey.  Ben's PhD is in civil engineering from the University of Minnesota where he worked at Saint Anthony Falls Hydraulics Laboratory as part of the National Center for Earth-surface Dynamics (NCED).  Ben’s research interests are in eco-hydrology, environmental fluid dynamics, and biogeochemistry.  His recent research was on environmental scaling of turbulent fluid-motion, oxygen dynamics, and denitrification rates in streams.  Ben is located on the first floor in Room 1B316, please drop by and introduce yourself.
USDA CSREES 2007 Grant Program:  This year’s water grant for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service (CSREES) is now open; see http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/rfas/pdfs/07_nri.pdf.  The USGS is able to participate in this grant program as the principal investigator.  The USGS/Central Region provides advice on applying for CSREES grants at http://agpractices.cr.usgs.gov/grants_opportunities.html; click on “USGS participation in CSREES grants”.  Investigators are encouraged to contact National Program Leader Mary Ann Rozum (202-401-4533 or mrozum@csrees.usda.gov) with questions about suitability of research topics.  Grants for this program will not exceed $400,000 (including indirect costs) for research projects for project periods of 2-4 years.  The total amount of support available for this program will be approximately $5.3 million.  Electronic applications must be submitted by 5:00 P.M. ET, January 17, 2007.

Honor Awards Ceremonies on Thursday, November 9:  Join us on Thursday afternoon, November 9, 2006, at 2:00 p.m. in 5B227 for a Branch Gathering to honor BRR/ER colleagues who are receiving awards.  Refreshments will be served.  The WRD Ceremony will be at 8:00 a.m. that same day in 5A217, and the USGS Ceremony will follow at 10:00 a.m. in the Auditorium.  Hope you can attend!

Changes to the Integrated Charge Card Program:  These changes were effective October 20, 2006.  If you have any questions regarding these changes, contact Melissa Schomody at x5833.
· Cardholders and approving officials now have a maximum of 30 calendar days to review and sign cardholder’s statement of account.  This timeframe was increased in order to allow cardholders and approving officials adequate time to complete their review.
· The micro-purchase threshold has been increased from $2,500 to $3,000.  Accordingly, the single purchase limit transaction threshold was increased from $2,500 to $3,000 also.
Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  It's that time of year again!  The Combined Federal Campaign begins today, Monday, October 30, and runs through December 2006.  In the next few days, we will begin distributing your CFC Catalog and Pledge Card via your mail boxes.  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  Please contact Barbara Cardellichio for additional information.

Flu Shots:  Beginning today, October 30, 2006, the National Center Health Unit will be offering flu shots for the 2006-2007 season.  In accordance with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) guidelines, the vaccine will first be available to high risk individuals, followed by the general population.  Contractors and retired employees may not receive flu shots from the National Center Health Unit.  Because supplies of the vaccine are initially limited, today flu shots will only be available for employees who:

· Are 65 or older.
· Have chronic (ongoing) or long-term health problems including heart disease (e.g. congestive heart failure), lung disease such as asthma, metabolic disease including diabetes, kidney disease, immune deficiency and blood disorders.  Note:  Hypertension is not considered a high risk condition.
· Are pregnant during flu season with written permission from doctor.
· Live with or care for a child under 6 months of age.
Flu shots for other employees will be available sometime in mid November by walk-in service during the following days.  Please read the newsletter for exact start date.
· Mondays, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
· Fridays, 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
This flu season, the USGS will be testing a new online appointment system to help alleviate waiting times associated with walk-in services.  Employees can schedule online appointments on a limited basis - Wednesdays only from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. - by using the easy-to-use USGS Flu Shot Appointment Scheduler at http://geology.usgs.gov/usgs/flu_shot.shtml.

Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive 2006:  For the past 4 years the Branch has collected food donations for FISH (Friendly Instant Sympathetic Help), which serves the Reston-Herndon area.  We would like to continue this tradition for people who are less fortunate than we at holiday time.  Please help with this food drive by providing canned goods and/or dry foods (canned yams, sweet potatoes, gravy, canned cranberries, pie fillings, biscuit mix, stuffing mix, fruit cup, cider, brown sugar, instant potatoes, marshmallows, nuts, etc.) between now and Tuesday, November 14.  Also, if anyone is looking for short-time volunteer opportunities (over the holidays), FISH needs volunteers to collect, sort, wrap gifts, and help distribute their food and gift boxes.  The boxes for our Thanksgiving collection will be located once again in Barbara’s office.  Marge Shapira has further information and phone numbers if needed.  Thanks again for your continued support.

Excused Absences on Election Day, Tuesday, November 7, 2006:  Employees may be granted limited time off from work (excused absence) to vote.  Supervisors may grant excused absence for voting as follows:

· Where the polls are not open at least 3 hours either before or after an employee’s regular work hours, a supervisor may grant excused absence that will permit the employee to report for work 3 hours after the polls open or leave from work 3 hours before the polls close, whichever requires the lesser amount of time off.  An employee’s "regular work hours" should be determined by reference to the time of day the employee normally arrives at and departs from work.

· If an employee’s voting place is beyond normal commuting distance and vote by absentee ballot is not permitted, the supervisor may grant excused absence (not to exceed 1 day) to allow the employee to make the trip to the voting place to cast a ballot.  If more than one day is needed, the employee may request annual leave or leave without pay for the additional period of absence.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Glen Canyon Monitoring and Research Center, Flagstaff, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0041 and the position closes on November 1.
· Hydrologist, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0023 and the position closes on November 2.
· Physical Scientist, GS-11/12/13, Staff Limnologist, Texas Water Science Center, Various Locations.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0046 and the position closes on November 2.

· Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Idaho Water Science Center, Boise, ID.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0022 and the position closes on November 6.
· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Hydrologic Investigations Section, Kentucky Water Science Center, Louisville, KY.  The announcement number is ER-2007-0014 and the position closes on November 8.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Ft. Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0007 and the position closes on November 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-13/14, Monitoring Coordinator for USEPA Chesapeake Bay Program, MD-DE-DC Water Science Center, Annapolis, MD.  The announcement number is ER-1007-0035 and the position closes on November 20.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Coplen, T.B., Bra nd, W.A., Gehre, M., Gröning, M., Meijer, H.A.J., Toman, B., and Verkouteren, R.M., 2006, After Two Decades a Second Anchor for the VPDB d13C Scale , Rapid Communications in Mass Spectrometry, vol. 20, p. 3165-3166, Click Here for Article
New Publications from BRR/WR
Knowles, N., Dettinger, M.D., and Cayan, D.R., 2006, Trends in snowfall versus rainfall in the western United States : Journal of Climate, v. 19, p. 4,545-4,559 (access a clean, personal-use copy at http://tenaya.ucsd.edu/~dettinge/jclim_rain_v_snow.pdf).

Van Metre, P.C., Horowitz, A.J., Mahler, B.J., Foreman, W.T., Fuller, C.C., Burkhardt, M.R., Elrick, K.A., Furlong, E.T., Skrobialowski, S., Smith, J.J., Wilson, J.T., and Zaugg, S.D., 2006, The impact of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita on the chemistry of bottom sediments in Lake Pontchartrain, Louisiana, USA : Environmental Science and Technology v. 40, p. 6895-6902. http://pubs.acs.org/cgi-bin/asap.cgi/esthag/asap/pdf/es060933g.pdf
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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