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Seminars

Friday, October 27, Bruce Hungate, Professor, Biological Sciences, Northern Arizona University Director, Western Regional Center, The National Institute for Climatic Change Research, “From the Globe to the Cell and Back: Ecosystem-Atmosphere Interactions in a Changing Climate”, Room 5B-227, 2:00 p.m.
Friday, October 27, Steve Ingebritsen, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Groundwater in Geologic Processes”, Videostreamed, 12:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, October 26, Holly A. Michael, NRP, BRR/ER, “Hydrogeologic Analysis of the Bengal Delta Aquifer System: Investigation of the Potential for Sustainable Production of Arsenic-Free Water”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, October 31, Brian Rusk, USGS, Denver, CO, “Origin and evolution of hydrothermal fluids that formed the porphyry Cu-Mo deposit in Butte, MT: A multi-faceted fluid inclusion study”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Monday, November 6, Mary C. Hill, USGS, Boulder, CO, “Exploring Models and Data Using Sensitivities and Optimization”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.
Notices
Delegation of Authority:  As Matt Larsen will be on travel this week, Pierre Glynn will be serving as Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology.
Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive 2006:  For the past 4 years the Branch has collected food donations for FISH (Friendly Instant Sympathetic Help), which serves the Reston-Herndon area.  We would like to continue this tradition for people who are less fortunate than we at holiday time.  Please help with this food drive by providing canned goods and/or dry foods (canned yams, sweet potatoes, gravy, canned cranberries, pie fillings, biscuit mix, stuffing mix, fruit cup, cider, brown sugar, instant potatoes, marshmallows, nuts, etc.) between now and Tuesday, November 14.  Also, if anyone is looking for short-time volunteer opportunities (over the holidays), FISH needs volunteers to collect, sort, wrap gifts, and help distribute their food and gift boxes.  The boxes for our Thanksgiving collection will be located once again in Barbara’s office.  Marge Shapira has further information and phone numbers if needed.  Thanks again for your continued support.
Inexpensive, Local Training in ArcGIS - Solicitation of Interest:  The Office of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology is soliciting interest from individuals wishing to participate in ArcGIS Training taught here in Reston by an ESRI-certified instructor.  The cost of the training is expected to be minimal, approximately $100 (basically, the cost of the textbook).  The training would take place in the January-February 2007 timeframe.  If you are interested in participating, please notify Harry Jenter via email at hjenter@usgs.gov no later than Friday, October 27, 2006.
Draft USGS 10-year Science Strategy Report Available:  On February 10, 2006, a Science Strategy Team was formed to develop a unified 10-year science strategy for the USGS.  The team’s report, entitled “Facing Tomorrow’s Challenges: USGS Science in the Coming Decade.” was submitted to the Executive Leadership Team (ELT) on September 18, 2006, and is currently under review by the ELT.  The report can be viewed by pointing your browser to http://internal.usgs.gov and then clicking the Science Strategy icon in the Hot Topics section.
2007 Hydraulic Measurements & Experimental Methods Conference (HMEM 2007):  HMEM 2007 is sponsored jointly by the Environmental and Water Resources Institute (EWRI) of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and the International Association of Hydraulic Engineering and Research (IAHR).  The conference web pages can be viewed at http://content.asce.org/conferences/HMEM07/welcome.html.  Abstracts must be submitted in order to reserve an oral presentation spot at the conference, and are due by October 31, 2006.  Final submissions for the conference proceedings will be extended abstracts.  So, authors will have the opportunity to expand later upon their initial submissions.  HMEM 2007 promises to be a great opportunity to share your work and network with other colleagues.  Kevin Oberg is serving as a USGS contact for the meeting.  If you have questions regarding HMEM 2007, please feel free to contact Kevin at (217) 344-0037.
Release of MODFLOW with New UZ Flow Package:  The USGS Office of Ground Water is pleased to announce the release of MODFLOW-2005 version 1.2, which includes the new Unsaturated-Zone Flow (UZF) Package developed by Rich Niswonger (NV WSC), Dave Prudic (NV WSC), and Steve Regan (BRR/CR).  The UZF Package simulates water flow and storage in the unsaturated zone and partitions flow into evapotranspiration and recharge.  The package also accounts for land-surface runoff to streams and lakes.  It is documented in USGS report TM6-A19, "Documentation of the Unsaturated-Zone Flow (UZF1) Package for modeling unsaturated flow between the land surface and the water table with MODFLOW-2005," and is available at http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/tm6a19/.  A limited number of copies of the report are available directly from the authors (rniswon@usgs.gov and deprudic@usgs.gov).  MODFLOW version 1.2 and the new Unsaturated-Zone Flow Package can be accessed at http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/gwsoftware/modflow2005/modflow2005.html.
FY 2007 WRRI Grant Program:  The fiscal year 2007 announcement for the National Competitive Grant Program with the Water Resources Research Institutes (WRRIs) has been released.  This grant program specifically encourages collaboration between the USGS and university scientists.   The announcement may be obtained either by going to https://niwr.net/ and then clicking on "view the RFP" under National Competitive Grants Program -104G or by going directly to https://niwr.net/competitive_grants/2007RFP104G.  This program provides an opportunity to collaborate with university scientists on research of direct interest to the USGS.  Proposals for projects involving substantial collaboration between university and USGS scientists receive extra weight in the evaluation and selection process.  Federal employees may serve as co-principal investigators on these grants, but cannot receive funds under these grants and cannot contribute to the matching requirement.  Collaboration with the Institutes also provides the USGS with a means of obtaining student help.  Interns are employees of their college or university.  They are considered to be federal employees for certain purposes, including tort claims and compensation for travel, and may operate Federal Government motor vehicles.  The procedure for obtaining interns under this program is described at http://water.usgs.gov/wrri/internship.html.  If you have any questions about the National Competitive Grant program, the internship program, or grant supplements -- another USGS-WRRI collaboration -- please contact John Schefter (703-648-6800 or schefter@usgs.gov).

New Indiana WSC Director:  The Northeastern Region is pleased to announce the selection of Bill Guertal as the new USGS Indiana Water Science Center (WSC) Director.  Bill has bachelor's and master's degrees from Ohio State University in geology and soil science, respectively, and received his PhD in soil science/hydrology from North Carolina State University in 1992.  Bill comes to Indiana from the MD-DE-DC Water Science Center.   Congratulations, Bill!

Branch Holiday Luncheon:  Mark your calendars and save the date, as the annual Branch Holiday Luncheon is scheduled for Thursday, December 7 at 11:30 a.m. at the Amphora Diner Deluxe in Herndon.  Hope you can come!

National Center Evacuation Plan Training:  The Safety and Environmental Management Branch will be conducting National Center Evacuation Plan training for all employees this week.  This training addresses employee responsibilities in the event of a terrorist attack, fire, chemical spill, natural disaster or other emergency at the National Center.  Between October 24-26, there will be six training sessions held in the National Center Auditorium.  They are as follows:  October 24 from 10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. or 2:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.; October 25 from 9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.; and October 26 from 10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. or 2:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.  Interested employees need attend only one of the six sessions. Please call or e-mail Sharon Wine, 703-648-7553, swine@usgs.gov, with questions or for additional information.
Potential Personal Identity Theft Scam:  OPM has been alerted by an employee that they have been contacted by an individual representing that he is working for “Bynum Associates” collecting information for Federal employees in reference to their retirement.  The “Bynum Associate” is requesting SSN and other personnel data from employees.  The OPM has not engaged any firm to call Federal employees and obtain personal identification data.  Employees should not provide this personal information to anyone representing themselves from this company on behalf of OPM.
Tax Year 2007 will have 27 pay periods:  The extra pay period will have an impact for employees when they are planning 2007 deductions.  Please see below:

· Thrift Savings Plan and the Thrift Savings Plan Catch Up:  At the present time, the 2007 maximum taxable limits have not been determined.  However, once that information is posted on TSP's website, employees will be able to plan their contributions and use 27 pay periods for the deductions, rather than the usual 26.  The first pay period for tax year 2007 begins on December 10, 2006, and pay period 27 ends on December 22, 2007.   This means that if an employee wants to take maximum advantage of the 27 pay periods, his/her elections should be made on Employee Express no later than December 9, 2006.   However, employees are able to change their contributions at any time throughout the year.

· Flexible Spending Accounts (FSAs):  SHPS, Inc., the manager for the FSAs, will continue to divide the annual contribution amount by 26 pay periods.  Those employees who reach the annual authorized deduction in pay period 26 will have no deduction for pay period 27.
Annual Window Cleaning:  The annual inside and outside window cleaning at the National Center is scheduled for the following dates.  Inside window cleaning:  Monday, October 30, Tuesday, October 31, and Wednesday, November 1.  Outside window cleaning:  Monday, November 6, Tuesday, November 7, and Wednesday, November 8.  Please direct any questions or concerns to John Naylor at x7515.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Groundwater Status & Trends, NAWQA, Location to be Determined.  The announcement number is ER-2007-0013 and the position closes on October 26.

· Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Glen Canyon Monitoring and Research Center, Flagstaff, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0041 and the position closes on November 1.

· Hydrologist, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0023 and the position closes on November 2.

· Physical Scientist, GS-11/12/13, Staff Limnologist, Texas Water Science Center, Various Locations.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0046 and the position closes on November 2.

· Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Idaho Water Science Center, Boise, ID.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0022 and the position closes on November 6.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Hydrologic Investigations Section, Kentucky Water Science Center, Louisville, KY.  The announcement number is ER-2007-0014 and the position closes on November 8.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Ft. Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0007 and the position closes on November 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-13/14, Monitoring Coordinator for USEPA Chesapeake Bay Program, MD-DE-DC Water Science Center, Annapolis, MD.  The announcement number is ER-1007-0035 and the position closes on November 20.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.

New Publications from BRR/ER

Winograd, I. J., Landwehr, J. M., Coplen, T.B., Sharp, W.D., Riggs, A.C., Ludwig, K.R., and Kolesar, P.T., 2006, Devils Hole, Nevada, δ18O Record Extended to the Mid-Holocene, Quaternary Research, vol. 66, pp. 202-212, Click Here for Article
New Publications from BRR/CR

Schuster, Paul F., ed., 2006, Water and Sediment Quality in the Yukon River Basin, Alaska, During Water Year 2004, U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2006-1258, 67 p.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Alpers, C.N., Hunerlach, M.P., Marvin-DiPasquale, M.C., Antweiler, R.C., Lasorsa, B.K., De Wild, J.F., and Snyder, N.P., 2006, Geochemical data for mercury, methylmercury, and other constitutents in sediments from Englebright Lake, California, 2002:  U.S. Geological Survey Data Series 151, 95 p., online only, http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/ds151/   
Other Newly Available USGS Publications
Phillips, S.W., 2006, U.S. Geological Survey Chesapeake Bay Studies: Scientific Solutions for a Healthy Bay and Watershed, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3046, 4 p.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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