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NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, October 12, Allan Kolker, USGS Eastern Energy Resources Team, Reston, VA, “Integrated Investigation of Environmental, Occupational, and Residential Mercury Exposure in Gorlovka, Ukraine”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, October 18, Mark Waldrop, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Fungal and Methanogen Functional Groups in Boreal Forests and Wetlands in Interior Alaska: Abundance, Diversity, and Process in the Face of Environmental Change”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
Delegation of Authority:  Pierre Glynn is out of the office this week. Harry Jenter will serve as Acting Branch Chief on Tuesday and Wednesday, October 10 – 11, and Chris Neuzil will serve as Acting Branch Chief on Thursday and Friday, October 12 - 13.
Bill Alley wins the USGS Shoemaker Award for Lifetime Achievement in Communication:  Bill Alley, Chief of the USGS Office of Ground Water has been selected to receive the Shoemaker Award for Lifetime Achievement in Communication. This award is presented annually to honor a USGS scientist who demonstrates great skill in presenting complex concepts to non-technical audiences. This lifetime achievement award honors the recipient's skill and enthusiasm for conveying science to the public. Bill will receive his award at the Headquarters awards ceremony on November 9, 2006. To learn more about the Shoemaker Award, visit http://internal.usgs.gov/communications/shoemaker/. Congratulations, Bill, on this well-deserved recognition!
Internet Content Filtering:  Due to the recent Inspector General’s report on Internet misuse in the Department of the Interior, DOI is enabling content filtering software, effective immediately. The filtering software monitors Internet usage and warns users when they attempt to access websites that may be inappropriate. Users still willl be able to visit the website; however, they must click through a warning page and all activity will be logged. Activities which are prohibited include, but are not limited to, gambling, viewing sexually explicit material, and live streaming video. There may be instances of warnings being generated when employees are accessing Internet sites for legitimate USGS business purposes. IT support is working with DOI to adjust the content filtering software where appropriate for USGS business. DOI's policy allowing limited personal use of government equipment and prohibited practices was put in place on June 14, 2000, and may be viewed at http://www.doi.gov/pam/equipuse.htm. Thank you in advance for your full support as these procedures are implemented.
“Facing Tomorrow’s Challenges: USGS Science in the Coming Decade” - Report Now Available Online:  On February 10, 2006, the Science Strategy Team (SST) was formed to develop a unified science strategy for USGS. The SST completed the development phase of the Science Strategy with the presentation of its report to the Executive Leadership Team on September 18, 2006. The report is currently under review by the Bureau Planning Council (BPC), and is now available online by going to http://internal.usgs.gov and clicking on the Science Strategy icon in the Hot Topics section.
Seventh Annual USGS Northwest Science Conference:  The 7th Annual USGS Pacific Northwest Science Conference, "Columbia Science – Summit to Surf" will be held on January 30-February 1 near Portland, Oregon. USGS researchers working on projects in the Pacific Northwest are invited to share their scientific findings and innovations. The theme of this year's conference is "USGS activities throughout the Columbia River Basin."  Presentations covering topics from the River’s headwaters and watersheds, through the tributaries and Columbia Plateau, to the estuary and adjacent shores are encouraged. Please submit abstracts by October 27. The body of the abstract should be 200-250 words. Please include author names, affiliations, and contact information, as well as your preference for oral or poster presentation; the program committee will do its best to oblige. Submit abstracts as Word files to Brian Atwater <atwater@usgs.gov> and Kathy McCarthy <mccarthy@usgs.gov>. (These abstracts do not need formal USGS review.)

Use of Firearms in USGS:  Employees may use firearms only for defense against wild animals or for specimen collection and only if the following requirements are met: 

1. Successful completion of the appropriate firearms safety training course as listed in Chapter 29 of the Occupational Safety and Health Program Requirements Handbook, SM 445-2-H, part B, Firearms Training, http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/handbook/hb/445-2-h/ch29.html. 

2. Completion of a Certificate of Need as listed in Ch. 29.3, part A, Certificate of Need and Qualification Completion of a Qualification Inquiry, as listed in Ch. 29.3, part A, Certificate of Need and Qualification Inquiry: http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/handbook/hb/445-2-h/a292.doc. 

3. There is a fact sheet with additional information, including storage and transportation requirements. Please see Harry Jenter if you would like a copy. 

Charge Card News Forum:  Government bankcard holders are encouraged to subscribe to the new USGS Charge Card News Service, which sends automatic updates and information to cardholders. If you have any trouble registering, please contact Margaret Seaboy. Go to http://edcintranet.cr.usgs.gov/BB/ to register. Registered members can use this for:

1. Receiving email notices whenever a new topic has been posted to a subscribed forum. 

2. Tracking any new posts to a specific topic within a forum. 

3. Customizing your account by using the Control Panel (select My Controls from the menu). 

4. Sending email or personal messages to any member if you have a questions or comment about a post. 

5. Setting the news service to keep track of read and unread topics and new messages. 

6. Using My Assistant to quickly access new posts, messages, and the Moderation Team. 

Delaware Survey Seeks Groundwater Modeler:  The Delaware Geological Survey, a state-funded research and service agency of the University of Delaware (see http://www.udel.edu/dgs/) is seeking a ground-water modeler. They invite applications from talented scientists with strong numerical modeling skills and a solid foundation in geosciences and hydrology. This position is expected to be filled in late 2006, with exact starting date negotiable. To apply, please send curriculum vitae, statement of research interests, and the names and addresses of three references to: Peter McLaughlin, Chair, Modeler Search Committee, Delaware Geological Survey, DGS Building, University of Delaware, Newark, DE 19716 (ppmclau@udel.edu). Application materials should be received by October 31.

32nd Annual USGS Photo Competition and Exhibitions:  The entry deadline for the 32nd Annual USGS Photo Competition is Wednesday, November 22, 2006. The contest is open to all present, past, and retired USGS employees and their immediate families. Photographic images will be judged in electronic medium and in print medium. There is a single category for electronic medium - The Digital Survey: Electronic Images of the USGS at Work. Entries in this category should show scenes of USGS activities in the field, laboratory, or office, and must be in "jpeg" or "tif" format. There are four topic categories for print medium - (1) Nature, (2) People & Animals, (3) Man-made Structures, and (4) Still Life & Close Up. Prints may be color or black & white, entries may have been produced using all traditional methods, all digital methods, or a combination of traditional and digital methods. Please review the rules for print size and matting requirements. All print images will be exhibited in Reston in the Main Art Hallway in December 2006. Winning print images will be exhibited in Denver, Rolla, and Menlo Park. For further information on this contest, see http://www.usgs.gov/artshow/photo_contest/.

New Publications from BRR/CR

Dornblaser, Mark M., and Halm, Douglas R., eds., Water and Sediment Qualilty of the Yukon River and its Tributaries, from Eagle to St. Marys, Alaska, 2002-2003 : U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2006-1228, 201 p.

New Publications from BRR/WR
Holmgren, C., Betancourt, J.L., and Rylander, K.A., 2006, A 36,000-yr history of the Peloncillo Mountains, southeastern Arizona, USA : Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology, v. 240, p. 405-422.

Kulp, T.R., Hoeft, S.E., Miller, L.G., Saltikov, C., Murphy, J.N., Han, S., Lanoil, B., and Oremland, R.S., 2006, Dissimilatory arsenate and sulfate reduction in sediments of two hypersaline, arsenic-rich soda lakes: Mono and Searles Lakes, California : Applied and Environmental Microbiology, v. 72, p. 6,514-6,526.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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