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Seminars

Thursday, November 30, Fred Day-Lewis, USGS, “Characterizing Ground-Water/Surface-Water Interaction Using a Fiber Optic Distributed Temperature Sensor”, Videostreamed, 12:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, November 30, Matthew C. Larsen, Chief Scientist for Hydrology, “Geomorphic Effects and Sediment Flux of Large Debris Flows and Flash Floods, Northern Venezuela”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, December 7, Michelle Hornberger, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Factors Influencing Cu and Cd Bioaccumulation in a Freshwater Macroinvertebrate: Linkages Between Field Observations and Controlled Laboratory Exposures”, Videostreamed, 12:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
Friday, December 8, Dr. Sujay Kaushal, University of Maryland, Center for Environmental Science Appalachian Laboratory, Frostburg, Maryland, “Influence of land use on sources and transformations of nitrogen in streams”, Room 5B-227, 1:00 p.m.
Notices
Public Comment Period for CALFED Proposals: The CALFED Science Program Technical Selection Panel has met and considered proposals received in response to its 2006 Proposal Solicitation Package (PSP).  Detailed information on proposals, reviews, and funding recommendations including the complete reviews and all proposal titles, abstracts, and Lead Investigator(s), is available through the CALFED Science Program PSP website at http://science.calwater.ca.gov/psp/psp_package.shtml.  Public comments on the recommendations will be accepted until close of business Wednesday, December 6, 2006.  All public comments will be considered by Science Program staff and posted on the Science Program PSP web-site prior to the Authority meeting on December 14.  Public comments in a letter format must be mailed or faxed (e-mails will not be accepted) to: CALFED Science Program; Attn:  2006 PSP; 650 Capitol Mall, 5th Floor; Sacramento, California 95814.  The fax number is (916) 445-7297.
Second Call for the Abstracts for USGS Surface-Water Workshop:  There have been technical problems with the webpage for the upcoming USGS National Surface Water Conference and Hydroacoustics Workshop.  The problems are now resolved, and all who may be interested in attending the conference or submitting abstracts are encouraged to visit http://water.usgs.gov/osw/conference2007/.  Abstracts should be submitted electronically by December 15 and are limited to 250 words.
BRR/ER Holiday Luncheon at Amphora Diner Deluxe:  Come one, come all to our annual Holiday party at the Amphora Diner Deluxe in Herndon, on Thursday, December 7, 2006, at 11:30 a.m.  We had a great time last year, with delicious food, great people, and some truly unique activities!!  We hope for the same this year, and have moved the luncheon one week earlier so that all of the AGU travelers can attend.   You know you'll always have a good time with Pierre as the MC!  The cost is $16.00 per person, with a choice of Chicken Parmiagiana, Vegetarian Pasta Primavera, Roast Beef Sandwich or Lasagna with all the trimmings, tax, and tip included.  A Childhood Photo Contest will round out the afternoon.  Make your reservation now with your Project Assistant - the deadline is this Friday, December 1st.  Also, each attendee needs to submit a childhood (around ages 5 - 12) photo and witty caption/childhood nickname, preferably sent electronically, to Emerson in the Branch Office at paniagua@usgs.gov.  If you don't have a digital copy, we can scan an original photo.  Don't miss this one, folks!

WRD Pot Luck Luncheon:  The holiday festivities continue with a traditional pot luck in the Auditorium for all staff in the Water Resources Discipline.  Bring an appetizer or dessert to share on Wednesday, December 13 at 11:30 a.m. for a delicious lunch with all of your WRD colleagues.  No charge, but please sign up with your Project Assistant so we know how many are coming.

BRR/ER Dessert Party:  Last, but not least, the holidays would not be complete without an afternoon of total indulgence and sweet desserts for BRR/ER.  Join us in 5B227 on Thursday, December 14 at 2:00 p.m. and bring your favorite dessert to share.  We will also have a White Elephant Gift Exchange, so please also bring a slightly used wrapped gift.
WRD Retirees Website Established: The WRD Retirees have recently established a web site at http://www.wrdretirees.org.   It contains much information describing the organization and its functions, and includes the May and August 2006 WRD Retirees Newsletters.  All future Newsletters will be available at this site.  The purpose of WRD Retirees organization is “to keep its members in touch with each other and their former agency.”  Whether you're nearing retirement or have a number of years before you retire, you are encouraged to stay in touch with your former colleagues by joining WRD Retirees now as an affiliate or as a regular member when you retire.  They can be reached by email at wrdretirees@usgs.gov or by writing to them at: WRD Retirees, P. O. Box 280, Herndon, VA, 20172-0280.
USGS “Meet and Greet” and Exhibit Booths at AGU:  The USGS will host a “meet and greet” with a cash bar at the upcoming American Geophysical Union (AGU) meeting.  The event will be held Monday, December 11, 2006, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at the San Francisco Marriott Hotel in Salon C-1.  The hotel is located at 55 4th Street in San Francisco.  Also, be sure to stop by the USGS exhibit booths at AGU (Booths 924, 926 and 928).   The exhibit booths are a great gathering place to network with external customers and stakeholders, meet with your colleagues and learn more about USGS work and our participation at AGU.
Pre-Retirement Course:  The course will be held on Tuesday, January 30 through Wednesday, January 31, 2007, in BA-102B.  The cost for this two day class is $250.00 per person.  Please use the old TMS to register, not DOI Learn.  Spouses are welcome to attend.  Select training order for choice of payment.  Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rebecca Rabuck at 202-208-3446 or email rebecca_l_rabuck@nbc.gov.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Coordinator Upper Klamath Lake Investigation Project, Oregon Water Science Center, Portland, OR.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0083 and the position closes on November 27.

· Hydrologist, GS-14, Staff Hydrologist, Office of the Regional Hydrologist, Lakewood, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0094 and the position closes on November 28.

· Hydrologist, GS-11, Staff Hydrologist, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0075 and the position closes on December 1.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Colorado Water Science Center, Lakewood, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0145 and the position closes on December 1.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Ft. Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0007 and the position closes on December 5.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Chief, Methods Research and Developoment Program, National Water Quality Laboratory, Lakewood, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0082 and the position closes on December 15.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Hydrologic Studies Section, Colorado Water Science Center, Grand Junction, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0150 and the position closes on December 22.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Rosenberry, D.O., Glaser, P.H., and Siegel, D.I., 2006, The hydrology of northern peatlands as affected by biogenic gas: Current developments and research needs:  Hydrological Processes, v. 20, p. 3,601-3,610.

New Publications from BRR/WR
Doctor, D.H., Alexander, E.C., Jr., Petric, M., Kogovsek, J., Urbanc, J., Lojen, S., and Stichler, W., 2006, Quantification of karst aquifer discharge components through end-member mixing analysis using natural chemistry and stable isotopes as tracers:  Hydrogeology Journal, v. 14, p. 1,171, 1,191.
Engle, M.A.,Gustin, M.S., Goff, F., Counce, D.A., Janik, C.J., Bergfeld, D. and Rytuba, J.J., 2006, Atmospheric mercury emissions from substrates and fumaroles associated with three hydrothermal systems in the western United States:  Journal of Geophysical Research, v. 111, D17304, doi:10.1029/2005JD006563.

Other Newly Available USGS Publications
Burkhardt, M.R., Zaugg, S.D., Smith, S.G., and ReVello, R.C., 2006, Determination of wastewater compounds in sediment and soil by pressurized solvent extraction, solid-phase extraction, and capillary-column gas chromtography/mass spectrometry:  U.S. Geological Survey Techniques and Methods 5-B2, 33 p.

Haag, K.H., and Lee, T.M., 2006, Flooding frequency alters vegetation in isolated wetlands:  U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3117.

Iverson, R.M., and others, 2006, Dynamics of seismogenic volcanic extrusion at Mount St. Helens in 2004-05:  Nature, v. 444, p. 439-443.

Konrad, C.P., 2006, Location and timing of river-aquifer exchanges in six tributaries to the Columbia River in the Pacific Northwest of the United States:  Journal of Hydrology, v. 329, p. 444-470.

Konrad, C.P., 2006, Longitudinal hydraulic analysis of river-aquifer exchanges:  Water Resources Research , v. 42, W08425, doi:10.1029/2005WR004197.

Lee, T.M., and Haag, K.H., 2006, Strength in numbers:  Describing the flooded area of isolated wetlands:  U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3118.

Zaugg, S.D., Smith, S.G., and Schroeder, M.P., 2006, Determination of wastewater compounds in whole water by continuous liquid-liquid extraction and capillary-column gas chromotography/mass spectrometry:  U.S. Geological Survey Techniques and Methods 5-B4, 30 p.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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