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November 6 – November 10, 2006

Seminars

Monday, November 6, Mary C. Hill, USGS, Boulder, CO, “Exploring Models and Data Using Sensitivities and Optimization”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, November 9, Glenn D. Jolly, NRP, BRR/ER, “Chloride Concentration in Cayuga and Seneca Lakes, New York: A Long and Salty Story”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, November 14, Penny Johnes, Professor of Freshwater Science, University of Reading, UK, “Wetland Biogeochemical Cycling in Lowland Permeable Catchments: Results from the UK LOCAR Programme”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.

Monday, November 20, Joel Gat, Professor Emeritus, Weizmann Institute of Science, Israel, “The Isotope River Continuum Model: Evolution of the Isotopic Composition along a River Basin in Different Climate Settings”, Room 5B-227, 10:30 a.m.
Notices
Veterans Day:  Friday, November 10, 2006 is a Federal holiday in honor of Veterans Day.

Watch for FedEx $11.00 Service Fee:   All Branch FedEx Accounts need to watch their bankcard statements for $11.00 service fee(s).  These fees are not authorized charges and need to be disputed with FedEx.  The $11.00 charges are related to the FedEx Ground Service, and account holders should call FedEx at 1-800-645-9424, speak to Customer Service and have your account coded as “DROP OFF ONLY”.   When you call FedEx, do not accept any other explanation and tell the customer service representative to code the service as requested.  Some customer service representatives may say that any time FedEx Ground service is used, a call will be required to obtain the pick up service, but that is not correct.  USGS has a centralized “Drop Off Point” with FedEx Ground service fees paid by MMB.
Potential Vacancies for Geoscientists at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC):  NRC plans to hire geoscientists in anticipation of a license application from the US Department of Energy to construct a high-level radioactive waste repository at Yucca Mountain, Nevada.  Actual vacancies, as they occur, will be posted on their website at http://www.nrc.gov.  For questions on technical matters please contact Dr. Philip S. Justus at psj@nrc.gov and for questions on employment procedures please contact Marilyn Evans at mce1@nrc.gov.
Honor Awards Ceremonies on Thursday, November 9:  Join us on Thursday afternoon, November 9, 2006, at 2:00 p.m. in 5B227 for a Branch Gathering to honor BRR/ER colleagues who are receiving awards.  Refreshments will be served.  The WRD Ceremony will be at 8:00 a.m. that same day in 5A217, and the USGS Ceremony will follow at 10:00 a.m. in the Auditorium.  Hope you can attend!  Congratulations to our BRR/ER Awardees:

Pierre Glynn



Superior Service Award

Cliff Hupp



Superior Service Award

Melissa Schomody


Superior Service Award

Blair Jones



50 Year Award

Ray Schaffranek


40 Year Award

Tom Kraemer



30 Year Award

Jurate Landwehr


30 Year Award

Tom Yanosky



30 Year Award

Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  It's that time of year again!  The Combined Federal Campaign has begun and will run through December 2006.  Copies of the CFC Catalog and Pledge Card have been distributed to every employee.  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  If you use Employee Express to make your donation, please print a copy of the pledge and turn it into Barbara Cardellichio.  Thank you for your support.
Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive 2006:  For the past 4 years the Branch has collected food donations for FISH (Friendly Instant Sympathetic Help), which serves the Reston-Herndon area.  We would like to continue this tradition for people who are less fortunate than we at holiday time.  Please help with this food drive by providing canned goods and/or dry foods (canned yams, sweet potatoes, gravy, canned cranberries, pie fillings, biscuit mix, stuffing mix, fruit cup, cider, brown sugar, instant potatoes, marshmallows, nuts, etc.) between now and Tuesday, November 14.  Also, if anyone is looking for short-time volunteer opportunities (over the holidays), FISH needs volunteers to collect, sort, wrap gifts, and help distribute their food and gift boxes.  The boxes for our Thanksgiving collection will be located once again in Barbara’s office.  Marge Shapira has further information and phone numbers if needed.  Thanks again for your continued support.

Travel Tip of the Week:  Travelers be sure to remind hotels, at arrival time preferably, that your lodging is paid for by the Federal Government and is therefore tax exempt.  Most hotels are accepting this status now, and the Tax Exempt number can be found on the face of your government bankcard.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Idaho Water Science Center, Boise, ID.  The announcement number is WR-2007-0022 and the position closes on November 6.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Hydrologic Investigations Section, Kentucky Water Science Center, Louisville, KY.  The announcement number is ER-2007-0014 and the position closes on November 8.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Ft. Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0007 and the position closes on November 14.

· Hydrologist, GS-13/14, Monitoring Coordinator for USEPA Chesapeake Bay Program, MD-DE-DC Water Science Center, Annapolis, MD.  The announcement number is ER-1007-0035 and the position closes on November 20.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Snyder, N. P., S. A. Wright, C. N. Alpers, L. E. Flint, C. W. Holmes, and D. M. Rubin, 2006, Reconstructing depositional processes and history from reservoir stratigraphy: Englebright Lake, Yuba River, northern California, J. Geophys. Res., 111, F04003, doi:10.1029/2005JF000451. http://www.agu.org/journals/jf/jf0604/2005JF000451/
Alpers, C.N., Hunerlach, M.P., Marvin-DiPasquale, M.C., Antweiler, R.C., Lasorsa, B.K., De Wild, J.F., and Snyder, N.P., 2006, Geochemical Data for Mercury, Methylmercury, and Other Constitutents in Sediments from Englebright Lake, California, 2002: U.S. Geological Survey Data Series 151, 95 p. (ONLINE ONLY). This report can be accessed at http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/ds151/
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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