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May 29 – June 2, 2006

Seminars

Friday, June 2, Dr. Gerald Matisoff, Professor and Chair, Department of Geological Sciences, Case Western Reserve University, “Use of fallout radionuclides to estimate short-term erosion rates, particle transport distances, and fraction new sediment in suspension”, USGS Maryland Science Center, 8987 Yellow Brick Road, Baltimore, MD, Conference Room, for directions to the USGS office go to link http://md.water.usgs.gov/directions/baltimore.html, 10:30 a.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, June 1, Kinga Révész, NRP, BRR/ER, “A work in progress: from 800L ball mills to 0.25 mm capillaries”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars
Tuesday, June 6, Victor Bense, Department of Geological Sciences, Indiana University, “The impact of faults on groundwater flow patterns in unconsolidated sedimentary aquifers”, Room 4C-315, 2:00 p.m.

Wednesday, June 7, Thomas C. Hanks, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Repeat Photography, Virtual Repeat Photography, and Ecologic and Geologic Change in the Photographic Era”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
Memorial Day Holiday:  Please be reminded that Monday, May 29, 2006, is a Federal Holiday.

Confirmation of the 49th Secretary of the Interior:  On Friday, May 26, 2006, the United States Senate confirmed the nomination of Governor Dirk Kempthorne to be the 49 th Secretary of the Interior. Governor Kempthorne has served as a mayor, a United States Senator and a western governor.

Welcome to New Summer Student:
  Shannon Fabian will be working part time on Blair Jones’ project this summer. Shannon is a geology major at George Mason University, and will return to her senior year in the fall.  Besides working for the USGS, she is enrolled in a chemistry course at GMU this summer.  She can be found in the upstairs bull pen, 5B130, across the hall from Jeanne Jaeschke.  Shannon is interested in GIS, and would enjoy meeting BRR/ER staff with similar interests.

Scheduled Electrical Power Interruption:  On Wednesday, May 31, 2006, and again on Thursday June 1, 2006, between 5:00 a.m. and 5:30 a.m. each day, electric power will be interrupted affecting A, B, C, D & P stacks, all floors of the National Center and the Power Plant.  Please note: Emergency Generator Power, and UPS’s, (Uninterruptible Power Systems) will remain in service during the outage.  Make sure all office equipment (e.g., PCs, copiers, fax machines, etc.) are turned off before leaving for the day on Tuesday, May 30, 2006, and again on Wednesday, May 31, 2006.  The outage will affect the following:

1. No power to the electrical receptacles, and any equipment operating on 120/208 and 277/480 volts.

2. No power to overhead lighting except for emergency lighting.
3. No power to provide heating and cooling.

4. ONLY one elevator in each elevator bank will be in service operating on emergency power.

The Virginia Electric & Power Company will be performing mandatory preventative maintenance on electric transformers. We regret any inconvenience this required outage may cause. Please feel free to direct any questions or concerns regarding this outage to Mr. Jaye Anger on x7528.

International Conference on Karst Hydrogeology and Ecosystems (Karst2007): Karst2007 will be held August 13-19, 2007 at Western Kentucky University, USA. Sponsored by Western Kentucky University, the Patel Center for Global Solutions, the Karst Waters Institute, and the Mammoth Cave International Center for Science and Learning, and hosted by the WKU Hoffman Environmental Research Institute, this conference is a joint meeting of the four major international karst research groups: 1) the UNESCO International Geoscience Program (IGCP) Project 513: Global Study of Karst Aquifers and Water Resources; 2) The International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH) Karst Commission; 3) the International Geographical Union (IGU) Karst Commission, and 4) the Union Internationale de Spéléologie Commission on Karst Hydrogeology and Speleogenesis. The conference website can be found at http://hoffman.wku.edu/karst2007/k2007.html, or easily accessed from the Hoffman Institute site at http://hoffman.wku.edu. For additional information, or to be added to the conference email list, please contact IGCP513 Secretary Beth Medley at karst2007@gmail.com.

Aqueous Geochemistry Postdoc: The Hoffman Environmental Research Institute at Western Kentucky University is accepting applications for an 18+ month (contingent on continued funding) post-doctoral position in aqueous geochemistry with an emphasis in stable isotope chemistry. The successful candidate will be expected to establish a research program with WKU and USDA-ARS researchers for using stable isotope methods to investigate sources and transformations of nutrients within karst environments affected by agricultural activities. To apply send a CV, brief statement of interest, and contact information for three references to Dr. Chris Groves, Hoffman Environmental Research Institute, Western Kentucky University, 1906 College Heights Blvd., Bowling Green, KY 42101 or by e-mail to chris.groves@wku.edu, or Dr. Carl Bolster, USDA-ARS, 230 Bennett Lane, Bowling Green, KY 42104 cbolster@msa-stoneville.ars.usda.gov.

Geology Discipline Annual Science Plan for FY 07:  The Geology Discipline's Annual Science Plan for FY07 is now available.  The plan continues the strong theme of integrated science and core geology research within GD.  The document can be found at http://geology.usgs.gov/usgs/fy_plans/FY07plan/index.shtml.
Solicitation of Interest in Wilderness First Aid Training: The Geography Discipline and the USGS Safety Office are considering offering a Wilderness First Aid course in Reston contingent upon sufficient demand for this type of training. Glenn Jolly will respond on behalf of BRR/ER. Please let him know, as soon as possible, if you are interested. Glen can be contacted at x5866 or gdjolly@usgs.gov.

Student Pizza Welcome Lunch: All Branch students are invited to a pizza lunch in 5B227 on Wednesday, May 31 from 12 noon until 1:00 p.m. This lunch will provide students an opportunity to meet and get to know other students who are here for the summer. Hot pizza and drinks will be provided. Supervisors, if you have a student coming for the summer, please be sure they know about this event and please contact Isabelle Cozzarelli at x5899, so we can order enough pizza for everyone.

BRR/ER Wild West Picnic:  Put on your best bib and tucker and be sure to mosey on down to the prairie area outside the cafeteria on Thursday, June 8 from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. for the BRR/ER Wild West picnic. Catered by Famous Dave's barbecue, our chuckwagon will be heapin' with great grub like Texas beef brisket, pork barbecue, chicken wings, potato salad, cole slaw, baked beans, chips, homemade desserts and watermelon. And don't get your dander up, veggie burgers and baked beans will also be offered! Tickets are $14.00 for most folks, but half-pints aged 10 and under are free. All your mighty fine relatives and friends are welcome, too, so make hay while the sun shines. We'll be throwin' some horseshoes, havin' a tug of war, and maybe even a ropin' contest or two. And we're havin' the Sweet-tooth Teasin' Bake-off for the blue ribbon! Best western costumes will be judged for prizes, so dust off those sun bonnets and cowboy hats. Rain or shine! So take an afternoon off from punchin' doggies and come on down and sit a spell. Tickets are on sale now at all three mailstops, see Miss Marge, Miss Sandy or Miss Jennifer.

The Sweet-Tooth Teasin' Bake Off:  Don't go to a lot of fuss, but start searching for your Aunt Bessie's favorite recipe to enter in our BRR/ER Sweet-Tooth Teasin' Bake Off. Rules: Contestants must be a BRR/ER ranch hand or immediate relative of a ranch hand; your entry must be homemade; of the hand-eatin' variety like cookies, brownies, dessert bars, etc.; and serve at least 8 hungry sodbusters. Prizes will be awarded by Judges Harry Jenter, Tom Yanosky and Emerson Perez-Paniagua. All entries must be delivered by pony express to Melissa Schomody in 5B303 by high noon on Thursday, June 8th for judging, and the winners will be announced at the shindig. Best news of all - all the sweets are up for grabs as dessert at the picnic. Please give Melissa a holler at x5833 for all the lowdown. We hope your cookies taste as fine as cream gravy and win the blue ribbon!

Pre-Retirement Seminar:  The popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar is back, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 13 through Wednesday, June 14, 2006, in the National Center Auditorium. The cost for this two day class is $93.00 per person. Please use the old TMS to register, not DOI Learn. Spouses are welcome to attend. Select training order for choice of payment. Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:
· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13, Associate Director and Chief Hydrologic Surveillance and Analysis Section, South Carolina Water Science Center, Columbia, SC. The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0067 and the position closes on May 26.

· Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ. The announcement number is WR-2006-0286 and the position closes on June 2. 
· Research Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Alaska Science Center, Anchorage, AK. The announcement number is WR-2006-0321 and the position closes on June 7.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Mandatory Annual Information Technology Security Awareness Training: Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual IT Security Awareness Training. This training requirement applies to all BRR/ER employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before June 16, 2006 . Please complete the training as soon as possible. This course can be taken all at once or in several segments. This year the DOI online IT security training has been integrated into DOI LEARN, the new Departmental learning management system, https://doilearn.doi.gov. Specific instructions on how to initiate the training are attached for both employees and non-employees. If you encounter any problems taking or registering for the course, please contact Sherry Smith at sasmith@usgs.gov, or at 703-648-7453 for a CD or Word document version of the course.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Wieczorek, G.F., Eaton, L.S., Yanosky, T.M., and Turner, E.J., 2006, Hurricane-induced landslide activity on an alluvial fan along Meadow Run, Shenandoah Valley, Virginia (eastern USA),  Landslides, vol. 3, no. 2, p. 95 - 106.
Plummer, L.N., Busenberg, E., and Bohlke, J.K. among authors of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 2006, Use of Chlorofluorocarbons in Hydrology: A Guidebook, STI/PUB/1238, 277 p., 111 figures, ISBN 92-0-100805-8, Click Here for Book
New Publications from BRR/CR
Piper, D.Z., Ludington, S., Duval, J.S., and Taylor, H.E., 2006, Geochemistry of bed and suspended sediment in the Mississippi River system: provenance versus weathering and winnowing: Science of the Total Environment, v. 362, no. 1-3, p. 179-204.

Wilcox, A.C., Nelson, J.M., and Wohl, E.E., 2006, Flow resistance dynamics in step-pool channels: 2. Partitioning between grain, spill, and woody debris resistance, Water Resources Research, v. 42, W05419, doi:10.1029/2005WR004278.
Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Toccalino, P.L., Rowe, B.L., and Norman, J.E., 2006, Volatile Organic Compounds in the Nation's Drinking-Water Supply Wells—What Findings May Mean to Human Health, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3043, 4 p., Click Here for Fact Sheet
Moran, M.J., Hamilton, P.A., and Zogorski, J.S., 2006, Volatile Organic Compounds in the Nation's Ground Water and Drinking-Water Supply Wells—A Summary, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3048, 6 p.
Zogorski, J.S., Carter, J.M., Ivahnenko, T., Lapham, W.W., Moran, M.J., Rowe, B.L., Squillace, P.J., and Toccalino, P.L., 2006, Volatile Organic Compounds in the Nation's Drinking-Water Supply Wells, U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1292, 101 p. Click Here for Circular
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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