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Seminars
Wednesday, May 24, Charles Bacon, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “SHRIMP (ion microprobe) zircon ages of rocks ejected from volcanoes - Earth's youngest granites”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.

Upcoming Seminars
Friday, June 2, Dr. Gerald Matisoff, Professor and Chair, Department of Geological Sciences, Case Western Reserve University, “Use of fallout radionuclides to estimate short-term erosion rates, particle transport distances, and fraction new sediment in suspension”, USGS Maryland Science Center, 8987 Yellow Brick Road, Baltimore, MD, Conference Room, for directions to the USGS office go to http://md.water.usgs.gov/directions/baltimore.html, 10:30 a.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series
Thursday, June 1, Kinga Révész, NRP, BRR/ER, “A work in progress: from 800L ball mills to 0.25 mm capillaries”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
Welcome to Our New Summer Students:

· Marianne Perez Bosch , who will be working on Isabelle Cozzarelli's project this summer. Marianne is studying Environmental Chemistry at the University of Puerto Rico, and plans to attend graduate school at University of Central Florida. You can find her in 5B130 (or on extension 5894) or working in the lab with Jeanne Jaeschke and Johanna Weiss. Please stop by and introduce yourself. Marianne would be interested in discussing her past work in water analysis in Mayaguez, a coastal area.
· Brittany Guzzo , who recently graduated from the University of Illinois at the Urbana-Champaign campus with a Bachelor's degree in Geology. Brittany will be working on Ed Landa's project that is investigating the fate of tire-wear particles in the environment. She will be residing on the 1st floor in Room 1B219's bull pen and her extension is 5987. Please stop by to say hello.
· Kevin Nunez , begins work on Wednesday, May 24, and has been selected to work with Nancy Rybicki's project to provide laboratory analytical and data analysis support. Kevin comes to us from the University of Puerto Rico, College of Engineering, Department of Civil Engineering and Surveying. Kevin is looking forward to living in Virginia this summer. His office area is on the 1st floor in Room 1B219's bull pen and his extension is 5263. Please stop by to say hello!

Student Pizza Welcome Lunch: All Branch students are invited to a pizza lunch in 5B227 on Wednesday, May 31 from 12 noon until 1:00 p.m. This lunch will provide students an opportunity to meet and get to know other students who are here for the summer. Hot pizza and drinks will be provided. Supervisors, if you have a student coming for the summer, please be sure they know about this event and please contact Isabelle Cozzarelli at x5899, so we can order enough pizza for everyone.

Join the USGS Science Strategy Team this Wednesday at 12:00 noon for an Open Discussion: All USGS employees received an e-mail message on May 4, 2006, from the USGS Science Strategy Team inviting participation in the next phase of efforts to develop a Science Strategy for the bureau. In this memo, the team requested suggestions for "Big Science Ideas" -- large scale new initiatives that would represent a bold response to a clear societal need for scientific information and understanding. Roger Sayre, a member of the Science Strategy Team, will address interested employees at 12:00 noon on Wednesday, May 24, 2006, in the USGS Visitor's Center. He will provide an update on the work of the team, including a discussion on Big Science Ideas. We encourage you to attend and take the opportunity to talk with Roger about how you can participate in the development of the USGS Science Strategy. Note: if you are unable to attend, the deadline for submitting your "Big Science Idea" is June 7, 2006. For further information, visit the website at http://internal.usgs.gov/director/science_strategy or contact Jim LaBaugh, the WRD representative on the team at jlabaugh@usgs.gov or x 5020.

New Titles Continue to be Added to USGS Library Electronic Journal List: An updated listing of the National Center's Library electronic journal titles has been posted to the library web site http://igsrglib03.er.usgs.gov/int_ejls_search.shtml. There are now 634 core journal titles available with bureau-wide desktop access to the full text of 5-10 years of many of these journals. The Library now offers bureau-wide access to the Vadose Zone Journal and the new Encyclopedia of Hydrological Sciences. These purchases underscore the Library's continued efforts to increase the availability of desktop access to information.

BRR/ER Wild West Picnic:  Put on your best bib and tucker and be sure to mosey on down to the prairie area outside the cafeteria on Thursday, June 8 from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. for the BRR/ER Wild West picnic.  Catered by Famous Dave's barbecue, our chuckwagon will be heapin'  with great grub like Texas beef brisket, pork barbecue, chicken wings, potato salad, cole slaw, baked beans, chips, homemade desserts and watermelon.  And don't get your dander up, veggie burgers and baked beans will also be offered!  Tickets are $14.00 for most folks, but half-pints aged 10 and under are free.  All your mighty fine relatives and friends are welcome, too, so make hay while the sun shines. We'll be throwin' some horseshoes, havin' a tug of war, and maybe even a ropin' contest or two.  And we're havin' the Sweet-tooth Teasin' Bake-off for the blue ribbon!  Best western costumes will be judged for prizes, so dust off those sun bonnets and cowboy hats.  Rain or shine!  So take an afternoon off from punchin' doggies and come on down and sit a spell.  Tickets are on sale now at all three mailstops, see Miss Marge, Miss Sandy or Miss Jennifer.
The Sweet-Tooth Teasin' Bake Off: Don't go to a lot of fuss, but start searching for your Aunt Bessie's favorite recipe to enter in our BRR/ER Sweet-Tooth Teasin' Bake Off.  Rules: Contestants must be a BRR/ER ranch hand or immediate relative of a ranch hand; your entry must be homemade; of the hand-eatin' variety like cookies, brownies, dessert bars, etc.; and serve at least 8 hungry sodbusters. Prizes will be awarded by Judges Harry Jenter, Tom Yanosky and Emerson Perez-Paniagua. All entries must be delivered by pony express to Melissa Schomody in 5B303 by high noon on Thursday, June 8th for judging, and the winners will be announced at the shindig. Best news of all - all the sweets are up for grabs as dessert at the picnic. Please give Melissa a holler at x5833 for all the lowdown. We hope your cookies taste as fine as cream gravy and win the blue ribbon!
Student Resumes: The Branch has received resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with USGS: 

· A May 2006 graduate from Virginia Union University, who is seeking a summer employment opportunity. He majored in Music Education and plans to pursue a Masters in the fall. He has previous experience in data entry and HR areas. 

Pre-Retirement Seminar: The popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar is back, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 13 through Wednesday, June 14, 2006, in the National Center Auditorium. The cost for this two day class is $93.00 per person. Please use the old TMS to register, not DOI Learn. Spouses are welcome to attend. Select training order for choice of payment. Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Research Hydrologist GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX. The announcement number is CR-2006-0247 and the position closes on May 22. 

· Hydrologist GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Connecticut Water Science Center, East Hartford, CT.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0172 and the position closes on May 23.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Oklahoma Water Science Center, Oklahoma City, OK. The announcement number is CR-2006-0239 and the position closes on May 25. 

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13, Associate Director and Chief Hydrologic Surveillance and Analysis Section, South Carolina Water Science Center, Columbia, SC. The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0067 and the position closes on May 26.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Alaska Science Center, Anchorage, AK.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0321 and the position closes on May 31.

· Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0286 and the position closes on June 2.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Mandatory Annual Information Technology Security Awareness Training:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual IT Security Awareness Training.  This training requirement applies to all BRR/ER employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before June 16, 2006.  Please complete the training as soon as possible.  This course can be taken all at once or in several segments. This year the DOI online IT security training has been integrated into DOI LEARN, the new Departmental learning management system, https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Specific instructions on how to initiate the training are attached for both employees and non-employees.  If you encounter any problems taking or registering for the course, please contact Sherry Smith at sasmith@usgs.gov, or at 703-648-7453 for a CD or Word document version of the course.
New Publications from BRR/ER
H Harte, P.T., Konikow, L.F., and Hornberger, G.Z., 2006, Simulation of Solute Transport Across Low-Permeability Barrier Walls, Journal of Contaminant Hydrology, vol. 85, no 3-4, p. 247–270, Click Here for Article
New Publications from BRR/CR

Reddy, M.M., Schuster, P., Kendall, C., and Reddy, M.B., 2006, Characterization of surface and ground water δ18O seasonal variation and its use for estimating groundwater residence times, Hydrological Processes, vol. 20, no. 8, p. 1753-1772, Click Here for Article
New Publications from BRR/WR
Gray, S.T., Betancourt, J.L., Jackson, S.T., and Eddy, R., 2006, Role of multidecadal climate variability in a range extension of pinyon pine: Ecology, v. 87, p. 1,124-1,130.

Latorre, C., Betancourt, J.L., and Arroyo, M.T.K., 2006, Vegetation and climate history of a perennial river canyon in the Rio Salado Basin (22°S) of northern Chile : Quaternary Research, v. 65, p. 450-466.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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