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May 15 – May 19, 2006
Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, May 24, Charles Bacon, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “SHRIMP (ion microprobe) zircon ages of rocks ejected from volcanoes - Earth's youngest granites”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Friday, June 2, Dr. Gerald Matisoff, Professor and Chair, Department of Geological Sciences, Case Western Reserve University, “Use of fallout radionuclides to estimate short-term erosion rates, particle transport distances, and fraction new sediment in suspension”, USGS Maryland Science Center, 8987 Yellow Brick Road, Baltimore, MD, Conference Room, for directions to the USGS office go to http://md.water.usgs.gov/directions/baltimore.html., 10:30 a.m.
Notices
Acting Branch Chief:  Pierre Glynn and Harry Jenter will be out of the office on travel at the Research Committee Meeting this week.  Ed Landa will be serving as Acting Chief Scientist and Acting Branch Chief from Monday, May 15th through Thursday, May 18th, and Lenny Konikow will be Acting Chief Scientist and Acting Branch Chief on Friday, May 19th.

Intent to Nominate New Director for USGS:  The White House announced the President's intention to nominate Mark D. Myers, former State Geologist and head of Alaska's Geological Survey, to be the new director for the USGS.  The announcement is subject to confirmation by the U.S. Senate.  Patrick Leahy will continue to serve in the acting capacity until Senate confirmation and would like to take this opportunity to express his gratitude for all the support and tremendous accomplishments that have occurred during his tenure as acting director.

Announcing the new BRR/ER Branch Website:  We are pleased to announce the new BRR/ER internal website, intended to be a one-stop resource for all Branch staff members.  It contains information on a multitude of topics, including Science, USGS policy, procedures for budget, publishing, reports tracking, travel, RGE, etc., all commonly used forms for the Branch, links to frequently used websites, and also an A to Z index and a search engine.  Check it out at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/nrp/brrer/ and bookmark it!  The Branch would like to take this opportunity to thank Emerson Perez-Paniagua, our Branch administrative student, for his excellent work in developing this website.
Local Grid Refinement Capability for MODFLOW:  Local Grid Refinement (LGR) capability, which is the capability to refine a grid within an existing model, has been released in MODFLOW-2005.  LGR is documented in U.S. Geological Survey Techniques and Methods Report TM 6-A12, "MODFLOW-2005, the U.S. Geological Survey modular ground-water model – Documentation of shared node local grid refinement (LGR) and the Boundary Flow and Head  (BFH) Package" by Steffen Mehl and Mary Hill.  The new report and the program can be retrieved at http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/gwsoftware/modflow2005_lgr/mflgr.html.

LGR allows users to simulate a rectangular higher-resolution local grid within a coarser-grid regional model.

SWCS Workshop on Agricultural Landcapes:  The Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) will host a workshop on "Managing Agricultural Landscapes for Environmental Quality" on October 11-13, 2006, in Kansas City, Missouri.  For workshop details, see http://www.swcs.org/en/swcs_international_conferences/.  The abstract deadline is June 1.
BRR/ER Wild West Picnic:  Put on your best bib and and be sure to mosey on down to the prairie area outside the cafeteria on Thursday, June 8 from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  for the BRR/ER Wild West picnic.  Catered by Famous Dave's barbecue, our chuckwagon will be heapin'  with great grub like Texas beef brisket, pork barbecue, chicken wings, potato salad, cole slaw, baked beans, chips, homemade desserts and watermelon.  And don't get your dander up, veggie burgers and baked beans will also be offered!  Tickets are $14.00 for most folks, but half-pints aged 10 and under are free.  All your mighty fine relatives and friends are welcome, too, so make hay while the sun shines. We'll be throwin' some horseshoes, havin' a tug of war, and maybe even a ropin' contest or two.  And we're havin' the Sweet-tooth Teasin' Bake-off for the blue ribbon!  Best western costumes will be judged for prizes, so dust off those sun bonnets and cowboy hats.  Rain or shine!  So take an afternoon off from punchin' doggies and come on down and sit a spell.  Tickets go on sale at all three mailstops on Thursday, May 18, see Miss Marge, Miss Sandy or Miss Jennifer.

Pre-Retirement Seminar: The popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar is back, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 13 through Wednesday, June 14, 2006, in the National Center Auditorium. The cost for this two day class is $93.00 per person. Please use the old TMS to register, not DOI Learn. Spouses are welcome to attend. Select training order for choice of payment. Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov.

Employee Assistance Program (EAP):  The USGS is concerned about the health and well being of all employees, and therefore provides employee assistance services for employees and their family members. EAP Consultants, Inc., a new contractor, will provide these services beginning May 16, 2006.  EAP Consultants, Inc. offers short-term counseling and referral services for a wide range of personal and work/life issues. To take advantage of these services, you may call EAP Consultants, Inc. at 1-800-869-0276 or request services through their website: http://www.eapconsultants.com, Member Access page.  On-site counseling will be available at the National Center every Wednesday by appointment in the Health Unit, room 1B-205 by calling 1-800-869-0276.  Should you have any questions or require additional assistance, please contact your servicing human resources office.

Student Resumes: The Branch has received resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with USGS: 

· A Junior at Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology. She has a strong background in science, mathematics and computer science. 

· A Sophomore at the University of Virginia, who is a Mathematics major. She has experience in the Java and C++ programming languages as well as in the use of AutoCad and MS Word, Excel, Access and PowerPoint.

Please note that these students have expressed a willingness to consider volunteer opportunities in our branch should funds not be available for a paid summer student position.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Research Oceanographer GS-12, Staff Oceanographer, Florida Integrated Science Center, St. Petersburg, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0053 and the position closes on May 15.

· Research Ecologist GS-12, Staff Ecologist, National Wetlands Research Center, Lafayette, LA.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0233 and the position closes on May 15.

· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician GS-12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Georgia Water Science Center, Atlanta, GA.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0070 and the position closes on May 17.

· Research Chemist GS-13, Staff Chemist, Woods Hole Field Center, Woods Hole, MA.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0174 and the position closes on May 17.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13/14, Assistant Center Director and Chief Hydrologic Modeling and Investigations Section, North Carolina Water Science Center, Raleigh, NC.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0069 and the position closes on May 17.

· Hydrologist GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0285 and the position closes on May 19.

· Research Hydrologist GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0247 and the position closes on May 22.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Oklahoma Water Science Center, Oklahoma City, OK.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0239 and the position closes on May 25.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13, Associate Director and Chief Hydrologic Surveillance and Analysis Section, South Carolina Water Science Center, Columbia, SC.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0067 and the position closes on May 26.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Mandatory Annual Information Technology Security Awareness Training:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual IT Security Awareness Training.  This training requirement applies to all BRR/ER employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before June 16, 2006.  Please complete the training as soon as possible.  This course can be taken all at once or in several segments. This year the DOI online IT security training has been integrated into DOI LEARN, the new Departmental learning management system, https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Specific instructions on how to initiate the training are attached for both employees and non-employees.  If you encounter any problems taking or registering for the course, please contact Sherry Smith at sasmith@usgs.gov, or at 703-648-7453 for a CD or Word document version of the course.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Böhlke, J.K., Smith, R.L., and Miller, D.N., 2006, Ammonium transport and reaction in contaminated groundwater: Application of isotope tracers and isotope fractionation studies, Water Resources Research, 42, W05411, doi:10.1029/2005WR004349.

Sanford, W.E., Caine, J.S., Wilcox, D.A., McWreath, H.C., and Nicholas, J.R., 2006, Research opportunities in interdisciplinary ground-water science in the U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1293, 21 p.
Winston, R.B., 2006, GoPhast: A Graphical User Interface for PHAST: U.S. Geological Survey Techniques and Methods 6-A20, 98 p., Click Here for Report & Click Here for Software
New Publications from BRR/CR

Benson, L., Stein, J., Taylor, H., Friedman, R., and Windes, T.C., 2006, The agricultural productivity of Chaco Canyon and the source(s) of pre-hispanic maize found in the Pueblo Bonito Great House, in Staller, J.E. and others, eds., Histories of maize— Multidisciplinary approaches to the prehistory, linguistics, biogeography, domestication, and evolution of maize: Elsevier/Academic Press, p. 289-314.

Majzlan, J., Navrotsky, A., McCleskey, R.B., and Alpers, C.N., 2006, Thermodynamic properties and crystal structure refinement of ferricopiapite, coquimbite, rhomboclase, and Fe3(SO4)2(H2O)5:  European Journal of Mineralogy, v. 18, p. 175-186, Click Here for Article
Mehl, S.W. and Hill, M.C., 2005, MODFLOW-2005, the U.S. Geological Survey modular ground-water model -- Documentation of shared node local grid refinement (LGR) and the Boundary Flow and Head (BFH) Package:  U.S. Geological Survey Techniques and Methods 6-A12, 68 p.

New Publications from BRR/WR

Hovorka, S.D., Benson, S.M., Doughty, C., Freifeld, B.M., Sakurai, S., Daley, T.M., Kharaka, Y.K., Holtz, M.H., Trautz, R.C., Nance, H.S., Myer, L.R., and Knauss, K.G., 2006, Measuring permanence of CO2 storage in saline formations:  The Frio experiment:  Environmental Geosciences, v. 13, p. 105-121.

Kuwabara, J.S., Topping, B.R., Woods, P.F., Carter, J.L., and Hager, S.W., 2006, Interactive effects of dissolved zinc and orthophosphate on phytoplankton from Coeur d'Alene Lake, Idaho:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2006-1034, 47 p., Click Here for Report
Other Newly Available Publications
Curtis, J.A., Flint, L.E., Alpers, C.N., Wright, S.A., and Snyder N.P., 2006, Sediment transport in the upper Yuba River watershed, California, 2001–03:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2005-5246, 74 p., Click Here for Report
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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