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May 8 – May 12, 2006
Seminars
Tuesday, May 9, Brian Davis, EROS, “Demonstration of Next Generation Geo-science Visualization Technologies”, Visitors Center, 2:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, May 11, Edward R. Landa, NRP, BRR/ER, “That 70s biogeochemistry”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Videostreamed Seminars
Thursday, May 11, Scott Wankel, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Frontiers in Nitrate Isotopes”, Videostreamed, 12:00 p.m. (PT).  For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar.
Friday, May 12, Ron Oremland, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “The Geomicrobiology and Nanoscience of Arsenic, Selenium, and Tellurium”, Videostreamed, 12:00 p.m. (PT).  For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar.
Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, May 24, Charles Bacon, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “SHRIMP (ion microprobe) zircon ages of rocks ejected from volcanoes - Earth's youngest granites”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
Friday, June 2, Dr. Gerald Matisoff, Professor and Chair, Department of Geological Sciences, Case Western Reserve University, “Use of fallout radionuclides to estimate short-term erosion rates, particle transport distances, and fraction new sediment in suspension”, USGS Maryland Science Center, 8987 Yellow Brick Road, Baltimore, MD, Conference Room, for directions to the USGS office go to link http://md.water.usgs.gov/directions/baltimore.html., 10:30 a.m.
Notices
Bill Horak Acting Regional Hydrologist in Central Region:  Bill Carswell, Regional Hydrologist, Central Region, has accepted a 120-day detail to act as the National Geospatial Program Office (NGPO) Director in Reston, beginning in mid May.  Bill will share his 41 years of USGS scientific accomplishments and his strong management and executive leadership skills with the NGPO.  In Bill Carswell's absence, Bill Horak will serve as the Regional Hydrologist, Central Region.  Bill Horak's career with the USGS has spanned nearly 32 years and he has served as Associate Regional Hydrologist for the Central Region since November 2004.  He has held a number of USGS management positions including District Chief in Colorado, District Chief in North Dakota, and Studies Section Chief in Oklahoma.
Call for Entries for the 2006 Shoemaker Communication Awards:  Communication is an essential component of the USGS mission; it gives visibility and voice to our science so it can be used to make a difference in our changing world.  Every year, effectiveness in communication is recognized through the USGS Shoemaker Communication Awards competition.  The Shoemaker competition comprises three types of awards:

1. The Eugene M. Shoemaker Award for Lifetime Achievement in Communications - This award is given to honor a scientist who creates excitement and enthusiasm for science among non-scientists. The USGS Executive Leadership Team selects the winner.

2. The Shoemaker Awards for Excellence in External Communication - These awards recognize informational products that effectively convey complex scientific concepts to non-technical audiences. Products are accepted in the following media categories: Print, Large-Format Print, World Wide Web, Audio/visual, Exhibits, and Events. Entries will be judged by a panel of communications experts from other Federal agencies and the private sector.

3. The Shoemaker Awards for Excellence in Internal Communication - These awards recognize efforts to convey scientific, operational, or administrative information to USGS employees in a clear, concise, timely, and effective manner. Entries will be judged by a panel of communications experts; up to three winning entries will be selected.
Nominations and complete entry packages for all Shoemaker Awards are due by COB May 19, 2006, no exceptions.  Instructions, nomination and entry forms, eligibility requirements, selection criteria, and lists of previous winners are available at http://internal.usgs.gov/communications/shoemaker.  Results will be announced in September 2006.  Winners will be recognized at their respective regional awards convocation.
Local Housing Rental Needed:  The Branch of Regional Research, Eastern Region will be hosting a visiting scientist beginning on or around September 1, 2006.  Our visitor has inquired about the availability of either a single family home, condo or apartment for a 6-12 month rental, and would prefer to live north and/or west of the USGS in Reston.  Please contact Pierre Glynn at (703) 648-5823 with any information that might help with this request.
Requisition Deadline Reminder:  Contracts $100,001 - $499,999.  Due by May 12.
Health Unit Screenings:  The American Screening Association is offering ultrasound testing at the National Center on Friday, May 19, and Monday, May 22, 2006, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Room 1B-215.  The health screenings offered are:

· Echocardiogram/Heart Function/Heart Ultrasound

· Stroke/Carotid Artery Disease

· Peripheral Arterial Disease

· Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm
· Osteoporosis

Because these diseases can strike any gender, at any age, and have few if any symptoms, they affect millions of unknowing and unprepared individuals.  Unfortunately, these preventative screenings are not part of one’s regular routine physical.  The good news is that they can be prevented.  Employees may sign up for as many of these tests as they wish performed at one setting.  Please call 1-800-686-3035 for appointment scheduling and additional information concerning procedures, costs, and insurance coverage.
Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a student at George Mason University, who is looking for a summer part-time job as a Geologist or Physical Scientist.  She has a B.A. in Business Administration and a B.A. in Geology.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS: 
· Hydrologist GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Nebraska Water Science Center, Lincoln, NE.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0232 and the position closes on May 9.

· Hydrologist GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Minnesota Water Science Center, Mounds View, MN.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0228 and the position closes on May 11.

· Hydrologist GS-13, Staff Hydrologist, Connecticut Water Science Center, East Hartford, CT.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0172 and the position closes on May 12.

· Research Oceanographer GS-12, Staff Oceanographer, Florida Integrated Science Center, St. Petersburg, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0053 and the position closes on May 15.

· Research Ecologist GS-12, Staff Ecologist, National Wetlands Research Center, Lafayette, LA.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0233 and the position closes on May 15.

· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician GS-12, Staff Hydrologic Technician, Georgia Water Science Center, Atlanta, GA.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0070 and the position closes on May 17.

· Research Chemist GS-13, Staff Chemist, Woods Hole Field Center, Woods Hole, MA.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0174 and the position closes on May 17.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13/14, Assistant Center Director and Chief Hydrologic Modeling and Investigations Section, North Carolina Water Science Center, Raleigh, NC.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0069 and the position closes on May 17.

· Hydrologist GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Arizona Water Science Center, Tucson, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0285 and the position closes on May 19.

· Research Hydrologist GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Texas Water Science Center, Houston, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0247 and the position closes on May 22.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12/13, Staff Hydrologist, Oklahoma Water Science Center, Oklahoma City, OK.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0239 and the position closes on May 25.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13, Associate Director and Chief Hydrologic Surveillance and Analysis Section, South Carolina Water Science Center, Columbia, SC.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0067 and the position closes on May 26.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Baldizar, J.B., and Rybicki, N.B., 2006, Primary factors influencing water clarity at shallow water sites throughout the Chesapeake and Maryland Coastal Bays, in Proceedings of the Joint 8th Federal Interagency Sedimentation Conference and 3rd Federal Interagency Hydrological Modeling Conference, April 2-6, 2006, Reno, NV, in CD_ROM  file ISBN 0-9779007-1-1.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Haack, S.K., Neff, B.P., Rosenberry, D.O., Savino, J.F., and Lundstrom, S.C., 2005, An evaluation of effects of groundwater exchange on nearshore habitats and water quality of western Lake Erie: Journal of Great Lakes Research, v. 31, no. S1, p. 45-63.

New Publications from BRR/WR
Arai, Y., McBeath, M., Bargar, J.R., Joye, J., and Davis, J.A., 2006, Uranyl adsorption and surface speciation at the imogolite-water interface:  Self-consistent spectroscopic and surface complexation models:  Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, v. 70, p. 2,492-2,509.

Elliott, E.M., and Brush, G.S., 2006, Organic nitrogen isotopes record long-term changes in watershed nitrogen sources and land use:  Environmental Science and Technology, v. 40, p. 2,910-2,916.

Stolz, J.F., Basu, P., Santini, J.M., and Oremland, R.S., 2006, Arsenic and selenium in microbial metabolism:  Annual Review of Microbiology, v. 60, p. 107 - 130.
Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Bales, J.D., Tomlinson, S.A., Tillis, G., 2005, Flow and Salt Transport in the Suwannee River Estuary, Florida, 1999-2000: Analysis of Data and Three-Dimensional Simulations, U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 1656-B, 76 p.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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