BRANCH OF REGIONAL RESEARCH, ER

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

May 1 – May 5, 2006
Seminars
Wednesday, May 3, Rama K. Kotra, Office of the Associate Director for Geology, “USGS Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Program: Update and Plans for FY-08”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 3, John M. Barry, Award Winning Writer of “Rising Tide: The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and How It Changed America”, “Hydrology, Politics, and Katrina: Looking Backward, Going Forward”, Auditorium of the National Academies, 2101 Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, DC, 4:00 p.m.
Notices
All Hands Meeting:  Please be reminded that Wednesday, May 3 at 10:00 a.m. in the Visitors Center a BRR/ER All Hands Meeting with Pierre Glynn, Branch Chief, will be held.
Farewell to Ami Riscassi and Joel Detty:  It seems too soon, but the time has come to say good-bye to Ami Riscassi and Joel Detty as they prepare to leave USGS.  Ami will begin a Ph.D. program in Hydrology at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Virginia and Joel will begin a Masters of Science program in Hydrology at Plymouth State University in Plymouth, New Hampshire.  Ami and Joel both will be sorely missed for their wit, wisdom, and unflappable character in the field and in the lab.  A luncheon is planned in Ami and Joel's honor on Tuesday May 9th.  Please contact Jud Harvey, Ray Schaffranek, or Greg Noe for details.
Bruce Jones Named Chief Scientist for Geography:  The USGS has named Kenneth (Bruce) Jones as the new Chief Scientist for Geography.  He will assume his new position on May 1.  Jones is known for his science leadership in the areas of remote sensing, landscape ecology, biogeography, and geographic information systems. He comes to the USGS from the USEPA, where he served as Senior Scientist at the National Exposure Laboratory, Office of Research and Development in Las Vegas.  While at EPA Jones’ research focused on developing methods for describing the qualities or peculiarities of chemical and physical stressors, such as contaminants, land use, and habitat change.  A native of New Jersey, Jones holds a BS degree in biology from Jacksonville (FL) University, an MS degree in ecology from New Mexico State University, and a PhD in environmental biology from the University of Nevada.

New DODESP Water Program Manager: The Office of Groundwater is pleased to announce that Martin Risch will serve as the Water Program Manager for the Department of Defense Earth Science Program (DODESP), as a part-time collateral duty in the Indiana Water Science Center where he serves as hydrologist and project chief.  Martin will succeed Jeff de Roche who retired in December 2005. Bill Cunningham has been serving as interim DODESP Water Program Manager. Martin will help with coordination and communication among Centers developing and continuing earth science projects with Department of Defense agencies.  Please welcome Martin to this new duty. All interested WRD scientists are encouraged to consult with Martin regarding potential and ongoing water and earth science work with the military in their respective Centers.
Passing of David Keith Todd:  It is with great sadness that we have learned about the death of Dr. David Keith Todd, who wrote the book, Groundwater Hydrology, from which many USGS hydrologists first learned about the science of ground-water hydrology. Dr. Todd passed away the evening of April 23, 2006 after a brief but valiant struggle with acute leukemia. David was one of the founders of modern groundwater hydrology, mentor to hundreds of groundwater scientists, and a fine individual.  He had always considered the early groundwater scientists at the USGS – including Theis, Jacob, Ferris, Cooper, Rorabaugh, LeGrand, Lohman, and Stallman – as his mentors and valuable colleagues. He once remarked “As an outsider of the USGS establishment, these men provided invaluable encouragement to me in my own groundwater interests. Science advances not by a lone scientist waiting for a light bulb to go on, but by his sharing of ideas and findings with his colleagues.” For a tribute to David Todd, you are invited to visit the Todd Engineers’ website http://www.toddengineers.com.
Western Region Science Symposium Videos Online:   PowerPoint files and videos of the presentations made during the recent (March 21-23) Western Region Science Symposium in Menlo Park are now available on the Western Region Water web site.  The videos are in Flash Video format, which requires users to have a free version of Macromedia Flash Player installed on their system.  

The PowerPoint files and videos can be accessed at:

PowerPoint files -- http://wr.water.usgs.gov/uo/pgms/DPR/DPR2006/Science_Symposium.doc
Video files -- http://wr.water.usgs.gov/uo/pgms/DPR/DPR2006/Science_Symposium/Videos/index.html
Post-doctoral Opportunity:  The Department of Hydrology and Water Resources at the University of Arizona invites applications for a postdoctoral associate position in arid-land catchment biogeochemistry.  Research will have a particular focus on the development and application of coupled carbon-nitrogen and hydrologic models.  The successful candidate will have an understanding of the use and development of biogeochemical models and reasonable familiarity with computer programming.  Field sites include the San Bernardino Mountains, Joshua Tree National Park and the inland sage-scrub habitats of southern California.  Interested candidates should send a vita, including email address and the names and addresses of three references, to Dr. Thomas Meixner, Room 122 Harshbarger, Department of Hydrology and Water Resources, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 85721 USA; email: tmeixner@hwr.arizona.edu.  Review will begin June 1 and the position will remain open until filled.   The expected starting date is August 1.

Student Resumes: The Branch has received resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with USGS:

· A Senior at Eastern University, who is s majoring in Business Management.  He wants a position that will utilize his skills in computer and business-related work.
· A Junior at Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology.  She has a strong background in science, mathematics and computer science. 

· A Sophomore at the University of Virginia, who is a Mathematics major. She has experience in the Java and C++ programming languages as well as in the use of AutoCad and MS Word, Excel, Access and PowerPoint.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12, Chief, Coram Office, New York Water Science Center, Coram, NY.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0157 and the position closes on May 5.
· Research Oceanographer
GS-12, Staff Oceanographer, Florida Integrated Science Center, St. Petersburg, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0053 and the position closes on May 15.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Hupp, C.R. and Noe, G.B., 2006, Sediment and nutrient accumulation within lowland bottomland ecosystems: An example from the Atchafalaya River Basin, Louisiana: Proc. Hydrology and Management of Forested Wetlands, Am. Soc. of Agricultural and Biological Engineers, p. 175-187.
McMahon, P.B., and Böhlke, J.K., 2006, Regional patterns in the isotopic composition of natural and anthropogenic nitrate in groundwater, High Plains, USA: Environmental Science & Technology, v. 40, p. 2965-2970.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Cohen, D., Person, M., Daannen, R., Locke, S., Dahlstrom, D., Zabielski, V., Winter, T.C., Rosenberry, D.O., Wright, H., Ito, E., Nieber, J.L., and Gutowski, Jr., W.J., 2006, Groundwater-supported evapotranspiration within glaciated watersheds under conditions of climate change:  Journal of Hydrology, v. 320, p. 484-500.

New Publications from BRR/WR
Bencala, K.E., 2005, Hyporheic exchange flows inAnderson, M., ed., Encyclopedia of Hydrological Sciences, v. 3, part 10, chapter 113:  New Jersey, John Wiley and Sons, p. 1,733-1,740, Click Here for Article
Lopez, C.B., Cloern , J.E., Schraga, T.S., Little, A.J., Lucas, L.V., Thompson, J.K.,  and Burau, J.R., 2006, Ecological values of shallow-water habitats:  Implications for the restoration of disturbed ecosystems:  Ecosystems, v. 9, p. 422-440.  The cover of this issue of Ecosystems has a stunning photo of the Delta taken by BRR/WR's Francis Parchaso.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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