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March 27 – March 31, 2006
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, April 5, Bertrand Moulin, Ph.D., Lyon, France, “Large Woody Debris Dynamics at the Catchment Scale, Isère River, France”, Room 5B-227, 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 5, Andy Michael, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Parkfield 2004 - Lessons from the Best-Recorded Earthquake in History”, Visitors Center, 2:00 p.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, March 30, Michalann Harthill, Ecologist, BRD, USGS, “World Water Forum 4: session on Strategies and Technologies for Arsenic and Fluoride Mitigation from Drinking Water”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Acting Branch Chief:  Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on travel from Tuesday, March 28 to Wednesday, March 29.  Harry Jenter will be acting Branch Chief in his absence.

Chris Milly Receives Promotion to ST:  Congratulations to our BRR/ER colleague Chris Milly on his recent promotion to ST.  Chris has made many fundamental contributions to continental hydrology and unsaturated zone processes, and his numerous publications have had significant impacts on his field.  Congratulations, Chris!
Jan Bowers Honored By Arizona Botanists Symposium:  Jan Bowers of BRR/WR and her husband Steve McLaughlin received Lifetime Awards at the Arizona Botanists Symposium, 10-12 February 2006.  Later this year, Jan plans to retire from her post as botanist and plant ecologist for the BRR/WR group at the Desert Laboratory on Tumamoc Hill.  For almost 25 years, Jan has maintained the Tumamoc Hill rain gauge and kept records while also monitoring local vegetation.  This has allowed her to evaluate and model the influence of weather and climate on phenology, seed germination, seedling survivorship, and plant mortality.  If you haven’t kept up with Jan’s steady stream of research publications, you might want to have a look at http://wwwpaztcn.wr.usgs.gov/jan_cv.html.
Property Inventory Reminder: Please conduct your property inventory and submit your certification report to Melissa Schomody by April 3, 2006.
Schedule of Training and Presentations for Safety Week:  The Department of the Interior has designated April 3-7, 2006, as Safety and Health Awareness Week. This year's theme will be "Focus on Prevention."  The National Center will be promoting safety awareness activities on April 4 and 5.  All employees, contractors, and volunteers are invited to participate.  A partial schedule of activities is listed below.  Registration is limited for certain courses, so please contact Beatrice Webb, bwebb@usgs.gov or 703-648-7556, to register.  The CPR/AED course is limited to eight people.  

1. Laboratory Safety- Beth Demith    Tuesday April 4th      9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m.       BA102A


This course is required for laboratory workers before they start work in the lab and then every three years after.  It discusses basic laboratory safety principles including the federal regulations governing laboratory workers.  This course goes over the engineering features that provide a safe workplace such as laboratory hood function, emergency electrical shut-off and emergency shower and eyewash function and inspection procedures.  

2. Hazardous Waste Generators Course - Beth Demith   Tuesday, April 4th      10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.     BA102A


This class is required annually for employees who generate hazardous waste.  The USGS National Center is registered as a large quantity generator of hazardous waste and as such must provide training to its generators on an annual basis.  

3. Defensive Driving Course - Maryland Safety Council    Wednesday April 5th      8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon      Auditorium


This course meets the intent of the defensive driving initial and/or refresher training required by USGS regulation every 3 years for those who drive government or privately owned motor vehicles on official business.  It offers practical strategies to reduce collision-related injuries, fatalities, and costs. It also addresses the importance of attitude in preventing accidents, and reinforces the good driving skills students already have. Most importantly, it shows students the consequences of the choices they make behind the wheel, and puts defensive driving in a personal context.  Topics include Rules, Regulations, and Responsibility, Driving Conditions, Unsafe Driving Behaviors, and Aggressive Driving vs. Road Rage

4. CPR/AED - Sharon Wine, Rick Pearsall       Wednesday, April 5th        8:30 a.m.  - 3:00 p.m.       BA102A


The American Heart Association Heartsaver AED Course teaches the basic techniques of adult CPR and how to use an AED. Students also learn about using barrier devices in CPR and giving first aid for choking. The course teaches how to recognize the signs of four major emergencies: heart attack, stroke, cardiac arrest and foreign-body airway obstruction.
Extended Deadline, Call for Abstracts - Geoinformatics 2006: This conference is sponsored by the USGS, NASA, NSF, and the Geological Society of America and will take place at the USGS National Center in Reston, VA on May 10-12, 2006. Geoinformatics 2006 will be an international forum for both geoscientists and information scientists to exchange current research leading to the development of a common cyberinfrastructure for the geosciences. This cyberinfrastructure is being developed by a broad consortium of federal, academic, and nongovernmental organizations. It will serve as a linked system of sites that provide the Earth Science community a vast library of research data, research-grade tools to manipulate, mine, analyze and model interdisciplinary data, and mechanisms to provide the necessary computational resources for these activities. Presentations at the meeting will include national and international efforts to bring geoscience data together, innovative approaches to computational environments, visualization, data management and exploration, and modelling and analysis. Please consider submitting an abstract by the new, extended deadline, March 31, 2006, for an oral presentation, poster, and/or computer demonstration. For additional information, registration and abstract submission, please visit: 

http://www.geongrid.org/geoinformatics2006/. For more information on the Cyberinfrastructure initiative at NSF visit http://www.nsf.gov/news/priority_areas/cyberinfrastructure/index.jsp.
Menlo Park Science Strategy Published:  USGS Circular 1290, "USGS Science in Menlo Park--a Science Strategy for the U.S. Geological Survey Menlo Park Science Center, 2005-2015" is available in electronic format at http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/2006/1290/.  Printed copies of the report should be available in April.  Special thanks are due to members of the writing team, Thomas Brocher, David Halsing, David John, Victoria Langenheim, Margaret Mangan, Mark Marvin-DiPasquale, John Takekawa, and Claire Tiedeman, for their diligent work in synthesizing the collective ideas of the USGS science community in Menlo Park and elsewhere around the region into a coherent science strategy.

Fifth National Water Quality Monitoring Conference:  May 7-11, 2006, The National Water Quality Monitoring Council is sponsoring the Fifth National Water Quality Monitoring Conference, in San Jose, California.   The theme of this biennial conference is "Monitoring Networks:  Connecting for Clean Water." The conference will highlight how various networks--including monitoring designs, information exchanges, and the Internet--connect all of us working for clean water.  Included in the conference are sessions that will provide an expanded national forum for volunteer monitoring program coordinators to exchange information and build better networks.  Also, the USGS National Water-Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program will present new findings on the quality of the Nation's streams and ground water.  For more information on the conference please visit http://www.tetratech-ffx.com/nwqmc06/.  Register by March 31, 2006 for a discount.
Subscribe to Listserv to Receive USGS Training Announcements Specific to Your Needs:  Please see Bob Hirsch's "All Water Discipline Employees" e-mail of March 23, 2006, for a full description of a new method for communicating scheduled training courses known as the Listserv subscription process.  This system addresses the proliferation of e-mail training announcements by putting you in the "driver's seat" to get only those course announcements of specific interest, such as Ground Water Hydrology, Surface Water Hydrology, etc.  To receive USGS course announcements for more than 14 topical areas, you must first subscribe to the appropriate Listserv. For further information, or it you would like a copy of the e-mail sent to you, please contact Barbara Cardellichio at bcardell@usgs.gov.
Foreign Travel Weekly Update:  The International Programs Office is experiencing decreasing compliance by employees in many USGS procedures for foreign travel clearance and for entering into international agreements. Please remember that these procedures are dictated often by requirements of DOI and DOS.   In March and April, our newsletter will carry a series of detailed reminders on various foreign travel procedures. More detailed information on procedures for international activities always can be found in the USGS Foreign Travel Guideline at the following USGS internal website: http://international.usgs.gov/usgs/travel/user_guide/index.html.
#4: Travel to Russia:  The Department of State and the Russian Embassy now require that all Russian visa applications for U.S. government employees be sent to the Russian Embassy through the State Department.  The State Department requires a minimum 15 days of lead time to process Russian visa applications.  There is no longer the option of paying a fee for more rapid processing.  A letter of invitation from the Russian host institution is required to obtain a Russian visa in an official passport.  Russian host institutions may need as long as 5-6 weeks of lead time to process a letter of invitation within their government.
2006 HRI Funding – New Students:  The Human Resources Initiative (HRI) is a funding program designed to contribute limited salary dollars for diverse student hires in the Student Temporary Employment Program (STEP) for summer employment.  There are a number of colleges and universities with students interested in employment and experience which can be gained as a part of our science effort here at the USGS.  If you have an employment opportunity and are interested in recruiting from these resources, please contact Melissa Schomody at ext. 5833 or by email at mlschom@usgs.gov.
Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) Phishing:  Some TSP participants have received an e-mail purporting to be from the TSP. The e-mail asks for confirmation that the participant has added an e-mail address to their TSP account. The link in this e-mail takes the person to a bogus version of the TSP account-access screen where it asks for their Social Security Number and PIN. It then takes them to another screen where it asks for credit card and banking information. PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THIS E-MAIL IS NOT AN OFFICIAL THRIFT SAVINGS PLAN COMMUNICATION!  The TSP would never ask for this information via an e-mail. If you did provide this information, contact your credit card company/bank immediately and seek guidance. In addition, call the TSP and ask to have your account access blocked (1-877-968-3778).  Always access your TSP account only by opening a new Browser window and typing http://www.tsp.gov into the Address/URL field). Any employee or contractor who believes they are the victim of fraud, theft, or other criminal activity while at work or on property owned, leased or occupied by the U.S. Government should notify the Federal Protective Service immediately by contacting the Suitland Mega Center at:  301-763-0088 OR 877-437-7411.
Temporary Hydrologist/Hydrologic Technician Help Available:  The Connecticut WSC has two people with unique skills who are unfunded for part of this fiscal year and are available for details 1) Remo Mondazzi, Hydrologist GS-11, is skilled in the non-routine field activities, including various geophysics techniques (He's worked very closely with the OGW Branch of Geophysics.) and 2) Tim Frick, Hydrologic Technician GS-11, has the usual technician skills of data collection and analysis, but is notable for his proficiency in boating, both for the USGS and the Coast Guard.  If you would like more information, please contact Jeff Starn (jjstarn) at (860) 291-6746.

Pre-Retirement Seminar Coming in June:  The popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar is back, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 13 through Wednesday, June 14, 2006, in the National Center Auditorium. The cost for this two day class is $93.00 per person. Please use the TMS to register. Spouses are welcome to attend. Select training order for choice of payment. Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12, Hydrologic Data Section Chief, Texas Water Science Center, Fort Worth, TX  or Wichita Falls, TX.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0119 and the position closes on March 27.
· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13, Hydrologic Networks Section Chief, MD-DE-DC Water Science Center, Baltimore, MD.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0121 and the position closes on March 28.
· Hydrologist GS-13/14, Staff Hydrologist, Office of Surface Water, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2006-0129 and the position closes on March 30.

· Hydrologist GS-14, Assistant Center Director and Chief Environmental Investigations and Research Section, Georgia Water Science Center, Atlanta, GA.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0045 and the position closes on April 6.
· Hydrologist GS-13/14, Staff Hydrologist, International Water Resources Branch, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2006-0140 and the position closes on April 7.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13, Watershed Studies Section Chief,  MD-DE-DC Water Science Center, Baltimore, MD.  The announcement number is ER-20060-0137 and the position closes on April 11.
· Physical Scientist GS-14/15, Assistant Program Coordinator, Terrestrial, Freshwater and Marine Ecosystems Program and Coordinator, USGS Fire Science Activities, Office of the Chief Biologist, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2006-0115 and the position closes on April 14.
· Hydrologist GS-12, Oklahoma City Field Office Chief, Oklahoma Water Science Center, Oklahoma City, OK.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0182 and the position closes on April 14.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Harvey, J.W., Newlin, J.T., and Krupa, S.L., 2006, Modeling decadal timescale interactions between surface water and ground water in the central Everglades, Florida, USA, Journal of Hydrology, vol. 320, p. 400-420.

Plummer, L.N., Bohlke, J.K., and Doughten, M.W., 2006, Perchlorate in Pleistocene and Holocene groundwater in North-Central New Mexico, Environ. Sci. & Technol., vol. 40, No. 6, p. 1757-1763.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Stannard, D.I, and Weltz, M.A., 2006, Partitioning evapotranspiration in sparsely vegetated rangeland using a portable chamber: Water Resources Research, v. 42, W02413, doi:10.1029/2005WR004251.
New Publications from BRR/WR
McMahon, P.B., Dennehy, K.F., Bruce, B.W., Böhlke, J.K., Michel, R.L., Gurdak, J.J., and Hurlbut, D.B., 2006, Storage and transit time of chemicals in thick unsaturated zones under rangeland and irrigated cropland, High Plains, United States:  Water Resources Research, v. 42, doi:10.1029/2005WR004417.

Winfield, K.A., 2005, Development of property-transfer models for estimating the hydraulic properties of deep sediments at the Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory, Idaho:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2005-5114.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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