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March 6 – March 10, 2006
Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, March 16, Stephen H. Hickman, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “The San Andreas Fault Observatory at Depth: Answering Fundamental Questions About Faulting and Earthquakes Through Drilling”, Visitors Center, 3:00 p.m.
Notices
Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology and Acting Branch Chief:  Matt Larsen is out of the office until the afternoon of Wednesday, March 8, 2006.  Pierre Glynn is on leave from Monday, March 6 through Thursday, March 9, and will return to the office on Friday.  Harry Jenter will serve as both Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology and Acting Branch Chief during their absences.

HIF Employees say "Thank You" for Katrina Assistance:  A website has been established to express personal thanks from employees of WRD's Hydrologic Instrumentation Facility to those contributing time, money and gifts in response to Hurricane Katrina.  The website is located at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/osw/HIF_Relief/thanks.html.

USGS Remote Sensing Science Fair:  The USGS Geography Land Remote Sensing Program is hosting a “USGS Remote Sensing Science Fair” from April 4-6, 2006, at the Denver Federal Center in Lakewood, Colorado. The purpose of the conference is to showcase the remote sensing research activities within the U.S. Geological Survey. The event will highlight current and potential remote sensing science and activities in both commercial and classified arenas. If you are interested in participating in this event with a technical presentation, hands-on training session, or submitting a poster, please register at the following link by March 10, 2006. There is no registration fee for attending this event. Attendance will be limited to 170 each day, based on space limitations. To register and get agenda updates go to http://rockyitr.cr.usgs.gov/conferences/lrs.  Questions may be directed to your Science fair Representative.   The representatives for the four disciplines are: Geography – Diane Stephens dmstephens@usgs.gov; Biology – Robert G. Waltermire bob_waltermire@usgs.gov; Geology – Roger N. Clark rclark@usgs.gov; Water – Scott McEwen wsmcewen@usgs.gov.
FY 06 Property Inventory: Branch Custodial Property Officers (CPOs) will soon receive a memo containing instructions for conducting this year's inventory along with a due date for completion.  Please complete your inventory and submit the supporting documentation to the Administrative Office by April 3, 2006.

International Meetings and Conferences Travel for July, August and September 2006: Employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 4th Quarter of FY 2006 (July, August and September of 2006) must submit a formal request by Monday, March 13, 2006. This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada. International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included. However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please send your request through supervisory channels to Verne R Schneider (vrschnei@usgs.gov) and Marty Marques (mmarques@usgs.gov). The following information should be included: name of traveler; discipline/region; the complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel. In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations.

Foreign Travel Weekly Update:  The International Programs Office is experiencing decreasing compliance by employees in many USGS procedures for foreign travel clearance and for entering into international agreements.  Please remember that these procedures are dictated often by requirements of DOI and DOS.  For the next two months, our newsletter will carry a series of detailed reminders on various foreign travel procedures. More detailed information on procedures for international activities always can be found in the USGS Foreign Travel Guideline at the following USGS internal website:  http://international.usgs.gov/usgs/travel/user_guide/index.html.

#1: Deadlines for Processing a DI-1175:  Foreign travel request (DI-1175) forms, with all required discipline/regional approvals, must be received by International Programs (IP) a minimum of 45 days prior to the departure date.  The 45-day lead time is necessary to allow adequate time for IP to obtain the required approvals from the Department of the Interior and the Department of State, and to secure an official passport along with any necessary visas.  DOI policy is that it will not consider a DI-1175 forwarded less than 10 days prior to the travel date.  For travel to multiple foreign countries (thus requiring multiple visas), IP strongly recommends that DI-1175s be submitted at least 60 days prior to the travel date. While a late memo is required for any proposed foreign travel submitted after the deadline, it does not guarantee approval of the DI-1175.
Quarterly Travel Newsletter for DOI Travelers:  Take a moment to look through this excellent newsletter, which offers a variety of informative and helpful articles on travel tips, changes to regulations and procedures, and upcoming enhancements to the Federal travel program, including e-passports.  Check it out at http://www.doi.gov/pfm/travel_newsletter/2006_q1.pdf.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12, Hydrologic Data Section Chief, Texas Water Science Center, San Antonio, Texas.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0127 and the position closes on March 9.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13/14, Associate Director, Pennsylvania Water Science Center, Fairview Township, PA.  This position is open to a wide range of disciplines; for Supervisory Hydrologist, the announcement number is ER-2006-0079.  The position closes on March 7.

· Supervisory Physical Scientist GS-13/14, Associate Director, Pennsylvania Water Science Center, Fairview Township, PA.  This position is open to a wide range of disciplines; for Supervisory Physical Scientist, the announcement number is ER-2006-0080.  The position closes on March 7.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13, Chief, Hydrologic Investigations and Research Section, New Hampshire/Vermont Water Science Center, Pembroke, NH.  The announcement number is ER-2006- 0097 and the position closes on March 8.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
IT Service Desk Customer Surveys:  Starting Monday, March 6, some customers who have used the new IT Service Desk will be e-mailed Customer Satisfaction Surveys from a company outside the USGS.  The e-mail will come from Customer Satisfaction Index (CSI) Service and the subject line will be “How well did we serve you?”.  This survey is authorized by the USGS, and the Technical Support Team will appreciate receiving your feedback.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Doreen Lucas at x5626.
Pre-Retirement Seminars Available in March:  Space is still available for the popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 14 through Wednesday, March 15, 2006 in the National Center Auditorium.  The cost for this two day class is $93.00 per person.  Please use the TMS to register.  Spouses are welcome to attend.  Select training order for choice of payment.  Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Swenson, S. C., and P. C. D. Milly (2006), Climate model biases in seasonality of continental water storage revealed by satellite gravimetry, Water Resour. Res., 42, W03201, doi:10.1029/2005WR004628.

Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Mathes, W.V. and White, J.S., 2005, Methane in West Virginia Ground Water, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3011, 2 p., Click Here for Fact Sheet
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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