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June 12 – June 16, 2006
Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, June 20, Dr. Ken Hyer, Water-Quality Specialist, Virginia Water Science Center, Richmond, “Applications of Continuous Water-Quality Monitoring for Diverse Water-Quality Issues”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
All Hands Meeting with Matt Larsen:  All BRR/ER personnel are invited to please join us on Tuesday, June 20, 2006, at 10:00 a.m. in Conference Room BA102A for an All Hands Meeting with Matt Larsen, Chief Scientist for Hydrology.
Delegation of Authority:  As Matt Larsen and Pierre Glynn will be out of the office this week on travel, Harry Jenter will be serving as Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology and Acting Branch Chief through Friday, June 16.

Mandatory Information Technology Security Awareness Training Deadline is Friday:  A reminder that the mandatory IT Security Awareness Training for all BRR/ER employees, contractors, and volunteers needs to be completed by this Friday, June 16, 2006.  There is a spreadsheet circulating showing all HQ individuals who still need to finish the training, and a number of Branch folks are on it.    Please ensure that you complete the training by Friday.  This course can be taken all at once or in several segments. This year the DOI online IT security training has been integrated into DOI LEARN, the new Departmental learning management system, https://doilearn.doi.gov. Specific instructions on how to initiate the training are attached for both employees and non-employees. If you encounter any problems taking or registering for the course, please contact your Project Assistant or Leigh Healy.  Also, Leigh may be reached at lhealy@usgs.gov or at 703-648-6825 for a CD or Word document version of the course.
USGS/WRD Retirees Honored:  Two distinguished USGS/WRD retirees were honored recently by professional societies:

· David Dawdy was awarded the 2006 Ven Te Chow Award of the American Society of Civil Engineers "[f]or pioneering contributions to engineering hydrology and water resources engineering, particularly in the estimation of floods, hydrologic modeling and predictability ..."  Much of the work that David was recognized for was accomplished when he was a member of the USGS in 1951-1976.
· Bob Gabrysch received a lifetime-achievement award from the Engineering, Science, and Technology Council of Houston for his contributions to understanding the Gulf Coast aquifer system and land subsidence in the greater Houston-Galveston area.
Congratulations, David and Bob!
Invitation to attend USGS Western Region Briefings in Reston:  In an effort to keep Headquarters and Eastern Region employees informed of some of the high visibility DOI issues in USGS Western Region, the following presentations will be made in Reston in Room BA102A on Wednesday June 14, 2006 from 8:30am to 11:30am.  Each presentation will be about 30 minutes, which includes time for questions.  Presentations include:

· Lake Roosevelt presented by Gary Turney
· Pacific Island Ridge-to Reef presented by Mike Carr
· Nevada Ground Water presented by Kimball Goddard
· Klamath Basin presented by Rip Shively
· C-aquifer presented by Nick Melcher

· Adaptive management in the Grand Canyon presented by Andrea Alpine
Call for Abstracts at USGS Special Session at GSA Annual Meeting:  The GSA Annual meeting is scheduled for October 22-25, 2006, in Philadelphia. General information regarding the meeting can be viewed at http://www.geosociety.org/meetings/2006/.  Please note that the session listed below is being organized by some of your Branch and USGS colleagues.  The deadline for abstracts is July 11, 2006 (midnight PT), and the abstract submission form is now available at the website listed above.

T29. The Use of Molecular Techniques to Assess Microbial Community Structure and Function in Aquifer Systems:  Direct measurements of the function and diversity of the microorganisms is a growing area of research in biogeochemical studies in aquifers, fueled by the rapid development of new molecular approaches.  This session will examine the advantages and limitations of available techniques and how they might be applied in different geographical and geological settings.  Possible environments include not only groundwater and/or aquifer sediments but such interfaces as wetland-groundwater transition zones, recharge areas, and areas of groundwater discharge.  Conveners: Johanna Weiss and Isabelle Cozzarelli, US Geological Survey; Brian Mailloux, Barnard College.
Vacancy, Chesapeake Bay Monitoring Coordinator:  A vacancy for a GS-13 or GS-14 Hydrologist position as Chesapeake Bay Monitoring Coordinator, located in the USEPA Chesapeake Bay Program Office in Annapolis, is now open.  This is the position currently filled by Steve Preston, who soon will be leaving to take a position with the NAWQA Program.  Qualified candidates in the USGS, in other Federal agencies, and outside the Federal government are being sought.  The vacancy will be open for applications until July 21.  The vacancy announcement can be accessed by going to the URL http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/, and searching for vacancy announcement numbers ER-2006-0206 (for candidates already in the Federal service) and ER-2006-0205 (for candidates not in the Federal service).

International Meetings and Conferences Travel for 1st Quarter of FY 2007:  Employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 1st  Quarter of FY 2007 (October, Novemvber, and December of 2006) must submit a formal request by Friday, June 16, 2006.  This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada.  International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included.  However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please send your request through supervisory channels to Verne R Schneider (vrschnei@usgs.gov) and Marty Marques (mmarques@usgs.gov).  The following information should be included: name of traveler; discipline/region; the complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel.  In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations.
Volunteers Needed for Automated External Defibrillator Program:  USGS currently has a team of 12 active employees who respond to all emergencies where an employee or visitor is experiencing symptoms of heart attack or stroke.   Time is critical to these individuals.  For every minute of delay in getting care to a patient, there is a 10 percent decrease in chance of survival.  The National Center AED team has a track record of responding in two to three minutes, while it normally takes seven to eight minutes for Fairfax County medics to arrive.  Team members are trained in Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation and AED use.  They need to devote less than 50 hours a year to receive training, participate in practice drills to improve their knowledge and skills, maintain the equipment, and, most importantly, respond to emergencies.  Please consider volunteering for this program so that we can continue to make this difference.  If you are interested, you should discuss participation with your supervisor and then contact Sharon Wine at 703-648-7553 to see how you can participate. For more information on the program, see http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/aedprogram.html.
New DOI Shuttle News Forum available through the USGS News Service:  Shuttle News is a moderated forum sponsored by the USGS Branch of Materials Management of the Office of Administrative Policy and Services.  Through this forum, subscribers will be advised of conditions that may affect the shuttle schedule such as late arrivals, traffic accidents, and street closures downtown. Comments and questions should be directed to mmb@usgs.gov.  In the future, information that potentially could affect our shuttle schedule will be communicated only through this forum.  Interested employees, therefore, should subscribe to Shuttle News.  See the Quick Introduction to the News Service at http://edclxs21.cr.usgs.gov/BB/index.php?showtopic=33 to learn how to subscribe.

DOI's Annual July Fourth Celebration Ticket Lottery:  All Washington Metro-area Department of the Interior employees are eligible to enter a drawing for tickets to the Department’s annual July Fourth Celebration.  There will be 2 celebrations again this year – one on the Main Interior Building roof terrace and one on the South Interior Building terrace and lawn.  Any employee can enter the drawing to win up to 2 tickets for the roof terrace, or up to 4 tickets for the South Interior Building terrace and lawn.  There are 50 tickets available for the roof terrace, and 200 available for the SIB terrace and lawn.  (Employees needing handicapped access should request MIB roof terrace tickets.  A designated smoking area will be made available at the SIB terrace and lawn.)  Employees must choose to enter the MIB or SIB drawing, not both.  Only one entry per employee.  Both events include food (hot dogs, cookies, ice cream and drinks) and music.  Employees attending the SIB terrace and lawn event can bring additional snacks, beach chairs, picnic blankets, strollers, etc., if desired.  There is parking available at both buildings and in the Federal Reserve Building garage on a first come, first served basis.  Carpooling and Metro riding are encouraged.  You can register for this drawing on our special web site – https://doi1.ios.doi.gov/lottery.nsf.  All entries must be submitted by close of business Monday, June 19, 2006.  Winners will be notified and receive their tickets through their bureaus/offices no later than Monday, June 26, 2006.
Pre-Retirement Seminar:  The popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar is back, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 13 through Wednesday, June 14, 2006, in the National Center Auditorium.  The cost for this two day class is $93.00 per person.  Please use the old TMS to register, not DOI Learn.  Spouses are welcome to attend. Select training order for choice of payment.  Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Physical Scientist, GS-13/14, Coastal America Program Liason, Geologic Discipline, Washington, DC Area.  The announcement number is HQ-2006-0183 and the position closes on June 16.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Associate Director and Chief Hydrologic Surveillance and Analysis Section, South Carolina Water Science Center, Columbia, SC.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0085 and the position closes on June 20.

· Research Ecologist, GS-12, Staff Benthic Ecologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Gainesville, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0084 and the position closes on July 10.

· Hydrologist, GS-14, Regional Groundwater Specialist, Office of the Regional Hydrologist, Northeastern Region, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0208 and the position closes on July 10.

· Hydrologist, GS-13/14, Monitoring Coordinator for USEPA Chesapeake Bay Program, MD-DE-DC Water Science Center, Annapolis Metro Area, MD.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0206 and the position closes on July 21.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Evans, W.C., Bergfeld, D., van Soest, M.C., Huebner, M.A., Fitzpatrick, J., and Revesz, K.M., 2006, Geochemistry of low-temperature springs northwest of Yellowstone caldera: Seeking the link between seismicity, deformation, and fluid flow, Journal of Volcanology and Geothermal Research, vol. 154, p. 169 – 180, doi:10.1016/j.jvolgeores.2006.01.001, Click Here for Article
New Publications from BRR/CR

Wickland, K.P., Striegl, R.G., Neff, J.C., and Sachs, T.,  2006, Effects of permafrost melting on CO2 and CH4 exchange of a poorly drained black spruce lowland, Journal of  Geophysics Research, v. 111, G02011, doi:10.1029/2005JG000099.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Evans, W.C., Bergfeld, D., van Soest, M.C., Huebner, M.A., Fitzpatrick, J., and Revesz, K.M., 2006, Geochemistry of low-temperature springs northwest of Yellowstone caldera:  Seeking the link between seismicity, deformation, and fluid flow:  Journal of Volcanology and Geothermal Research, v. 154, p. 169-180.

Magirl, C.S., Griffiths, P.G., and Webb, R.H., 2006, ADV point measurements within rapids of the Colorado River in Grand Canyon inGraham, R., ed., Examining the Confluence of Environmental and Water Concerns, Proceedings of the 2006 World Environmental and Water Resources Congress, Omaha, Nebraska, May 21-25, 2006:  Reston, American Society of Civil Engineers, ISBN 0-7844-0856-4.

Other Newly Available USGS Publications

McPherson, B.F. and Torres, A.E., 2006, Freshwater and Nutrient Fluxes to Coastal Waters of Everglades National Park—A Synthesis, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3076, 4 p.
Telis, P.A., 2006, The Everglades Depth Estimation Network (EDEN) for Support of Ecological and Biological Assessments, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3087, 4 p.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
Over (








