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Seminars

Wednesday, June 7, Thomas C. Hanks, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Repeat Photography, Virtual Repeat Photography, and Ecologic and Geologic Change in the Photographic Era”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 8, Dr. Delton Chen, Australian Consultant on Sabbatical with HydroGeoLogic, Inc., “Model Tiling: A New Paradigm in Groundwater Modeling”, Room 5A-217, 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, June 8, Dave Hester, USGS, Rocky Mountain Geographic Science Center, “National Urbanization Monitoring Assessment”, Visitors Center, 2:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, June 20, Dr. Ken Hyer, Water-Quality Specialist, Virginia Water Science Center, Richmond, “Applications of Continuous Water-Quality Monitoring for Diverse Water-Quality Issues”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Notices

BRR/ER Wild West Picnic:  Tomorrow, Tuesday, June 7 is the deadline for purchasing tickets for the BRR/ER Wild West Picnic at $14.00 per person, with half-pints 10 and under free!  Please see Miss Marge, Miss Sandy or Miss Jennifer/Miss Pam at the mailstops.  The picnic will be held at the prairie area outside the cafeteria on Thursday, June 8 from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. and is catered by Famous Dave's barbecue.  All your mighty fine relatives and friends are welcome, too, so make hay while the sun shines, cause we're plumb out of time. Rain or shine! Don't miss it!
The Sweet-Tooth Teasin' Bake Off:  We're ready for some tasty desserts, but just a reminder - all contestants must register their dessert with Melissa Schomody, so give her a holler at x5833.  We have room for a few more, so don't go to a lot of fuss, but get your entry registered now.  We hope your cookies taste as fine as cream gravy and win the blue ribbon!
Medical Screening for World Trade Center Responders:  In response to concerns about possible health effects associated with the World Trade Center disaster, the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Public Health Emergency Preparedness, with funding from FEMA, is sponsoring medical screening for all Federal employees who were involved in rescue, recovery, or cleanup operations.  This screening is designed to detect adverse health effects resulting from the response to this event, including possible exposure to hazardous substances.  This medical program is strictly voluntary and all medical screening information will be kept private and confidential.  The examination will be provided to eligible employees at no cost.  Current, former, or retired employees of the Federal Government are eligible for the medical screening program if they were involved in rescue, recovery, or cleanup operations at the World Trade Center site or at the debris handling operations on Staten Island for at least one shift any time between September 11, 2001 and September 10, 2002.  If you have any current or former employees who meet this definition, please forward this message to them.  Eligible employees can enroll by visiting the following website: https://wtcophep.rti.org.  After on-line registration, employees will be contacted to arrange for an examination.  Enrollment must be completed by the end of the year in order to participate.  Questions regarding this correspondence can be directed to Beth Demith at (703) 648-7551 or bdemith@usgs.gov.
GEM Award Deadline is June 16:  Nominations are now being accepted for the Going the Extra Mile (GEM) Award for the 3rd quarter (July 1 - September 30, 2006) for any National Center employee.  The award is to recognize those employees who have carried out special projects or for going the extra mile in handling day-to-day emergencies in a positive and professional manner above and beyond the normal requirements of the job.  All employees are encouraged to participate and nominate their colleagues. GEM Award recipients (a total of 10 each quarter from the ER) will receive a parking permit for the carpool lot for the entire quarter or a monetary award of $150.00 gross.  However, with the current freeze on awards, the only current option is for the parking permit.  To nominate an individual, please complete the Award Certification form 9-3085 and process through supervisory channels to Pierre Glynn, Branch Chief.  Nominations must be received by June 16, although we strongly recommend to submit at least a week before the deadline.

Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a Geophysics major at Virginia Tech, who is looking for a summer job, and who will be a senior next year.  He has coursework in Sequence and Stratigraphy, Geophysics, Mineralogy and Geosciences Field Study.  Please see Barbara or Emerson if you would like a copy of his resume.

Reminder of Airline Ticket Purchase Rules:  CWGT (Carlson Wagonlit Government Travel) must be used to arrange all government travel.  If a cheaper flight is found on the internet, you may call CWGT, whose representative will negotiate a better rate.  (They usually come close to any cheaper rate.)  At no time is it allowable to purchase a ticket from any other source.  Our ability to have purchase authority at the individual level is contingent on following the rules.

Cafeteria Town Hall Meeting:  All National Center employees are invited to a town hall meeting on Tuesday, June 6, from 2:00- 3:00 p.m. in the cafeteria dining room.  Please come meet Jeffrey Kurtz of Sodexho, the new General Manager of the cafeteria. Both Mr. Kurtz and John Naylor, who oversees this contract for USGS, would like to hear your thoughts and suggestions.  They are interested in knowing what is working well in the cafeteria as well as what you think can be improved. Several new programs have been initiated in recent weeks.  If your schedule prevents you from participating in this meeting, you may still share your thoughts by contacting Mr. John Naylor on 648-7515 or at jnaylor@usgs.gov.

Donate Blood this Friday:  The Red Cross Bloodmobile will be in the USGS National Center auditorium on Friday, June 9, 2006, from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The Red Cross now schedules blood donation appointments through an on-line system.  Go to the Red Cross Web site at http://www.membersforlife.org/rccm/mobilesch/login.php?sponsorcode=3668.  This system helps the Red Cross determine how many USGS donors will be there so they bring enough supplies, personnel, and refreshments to accommodate everyone.  Appointments must be scheduled before 5:00 p.m., June 7, 2006.  Donating blood is usually painless and the entire process only takes about an hour.  With supervisory approval, employees are allowed up to 4 hours of administrative leave for donation and recovery time.  Your very generous gift will make a difference in the lives of many people.  If you have any questions, please call Barbara Rogers on x7766 or the American Red Cross at 800-787-9282 x5305. Questions concerning medical eligibility should be referred to 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.

Pre-Retirement Seminar:  The popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar is back, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 13 through Wednesday, June 14, 2006, in the National Center Auditorium.  The cost for this two day class is $93.00 per person.  Please use the old TMS to register, not DOI Learn.  Spouses are welcome to attend. Select training order for choice of payment.  Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov.
Volunteers Needed for "Celebrate Fairfax":  This weekend (June 9-11, 2006), the USGS will be participating in “Celebrate Fairfax” (www.CelebrateFairfax.com).  The USGS will have a booth in the SciTech Center.  The theme this year will be "natural hazards" and will focus attention on earthquakes, volcanoes, landslides, floods, fires, tsunamis, and hurricanes.  The USGS needs a few more volunteers for the weekend event.  Volunteers receive free admission to the Fair, a volunteer SciTech T-shirt, and a snack and drink.  Keep in mind that this is a great opportunity for youths (14 and older) to earn community service hours.  For more information on volunteering, please contact Beth Stettner (Community Relations – Office of Communications) at 703-648-5928 or at eastettner@usgs.gov.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Research Hydrologist, GS-11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Alaska Science Center, Anchorage, AK. The announcement number is WR-2006-0321 and the position closes on June 7.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Upcoming Mandatory Training
Mandatory Annual Information Technology Security Awareness Training:  Federal regulations require all users of Department of the Interior (DOI) information technology (IT) systems to complete the Annual IT Security Awareness Training.  This training requirement applies to all BRR/ER employees, contractors, and volunteers and should be completed before June 16, 2006.  Please complete the training as soon as possible.  This course can be taken all at once or in several segments. This year the DOI online IT security training has been integrated into DOI LEARN, the new Departmental learning management system, https://doilearn.doi.gov.  Specific instructions on how to initiate the training are attached for both employees and non-employees.  If you encounter any problems taking or registering for the course, please contact Leigh Healy at lhealy@usgs.gov or at 703-648-6825 for a CD or Word document version of the course.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Schenk, E.R. and Rybicki, N.B., 2006, Exploring causes of a seagrass transplant failure in the Potomac River (Virginia), Ecological Restoration, vol. 24, no. 2, p. 116-118.

New Publications from BRR/WR

Griffiths, P.G., Hereford, R., and Webb, R.H., 2006, Sediment yield and runoff frequency of small drainage basins in the Mojave Desert, California and Nevada:  U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3007, Click Here for Fact Sheet.

McLaughlin, K., Kendall, C., Silva, S.R., and Paytan, A., 2006, Oxygen isotopes of phosphatic compounds -- Application for marine particulate matter, sediments and soils:  Marine Chemistry, v. 98, p. 148-155.

Mitchell, M.J. Piatek, K.B., Christopher, S., Mayer, B., Kendall, C., and McHale, P., 2006, Solute sources in stream water during consecutive fall storms in a northern hardwood forest watershed:  A combined hydrological, chemical and isotopic approach:   Biogeochemistry, v. 78, p. 217-246.

Paulson, A.J., Konrad, C.P., Frans, L.M., Noble, M.A., Kendall, C., Josberger, E.G., Huffman, R.L.,  and Olsen, T.D., 2006, Freshwater and saline loads of dissolved inorganic nitrogen to Hood Canal and Lynch Cove, western Washington:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2006-5106, 91 p., Click Here for Report
Shanley, J.B., Mayer, B., Mitchell, M.J., Michel, R.L., Bailey, S.W., and Kendall, C., 2005, Tracing sources of streamwater sulfate during snowmelt using S and O isotope ratios of sulfate and 35S activity:  Biogeochemistry, v. 76, p.161–185.

Wankel, S.D., Kendall, C., Francis, C.A., and Paytan, A., 2006, Nitrogen sources and cycling in the San Francisco Bay estuary:  A nitrate dual isotopic composition approach:  Limnology and Oceanography, v. 51, p. 1,654-1,664.

Woodhouse, C.A., Gray, S.T., and Meko, D.M., 2006, Updated streamflow reconstructions for the upper Colorado River basin:  Water Resources Research, v. 42, doi:10.1029/2005WR004455.

Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Bales, Jerad D., Tomlinson, S. A., and Tillis, G., 2006, Flow and transport in the Suwannee River estuary, Florida, 1999-2000: Analysis of data and three-dimensional simulations, U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 1656-B, 76 p., Click Here for Paper
Barnhardt, W.A., and Andrews, B., 2006, Mapping the Seafloor Geology offshore of Massachusetts, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3042, 4 p.
Gray, S.T., Betancourt, J.L., Jackson, S.T., and Eddy, R., 2006, Role of multidecadal climate variability in a range extension of pinyon pine:  Ecology, vol. 87, p. 1,124-1,130.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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