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Seminars

Wednesday, August 2, Karen Remick, USGS, Golden, CO, “Statistical Modeling of Geomagnetic Storm Occurrences”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, August 2, Mead A. Allison, Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences, Tulane University, “Improving Measurements of Sediment Load in the Mississippi River in Louisiana: the “Supply-Side” of Coastal Restoration”, Room 5B-227, 10:30 a.m.
Notices
Congratulations to Jud Harvey and Melissa Schomody:  Congratulations are due to our colleagues Jud Harvey and Melissa Schomody, who received promotions for their excellent work for the Branch.  Jud, Project Chief, was promoted to a GS-15 through the RGE process, and Melissa, our Branch Administrative Officer, was recently promoted to a GS-12.  Well done!
BRR/ER Student Appreciation Lunch and Branch Gathering Today:  Our annual BRR/ER Student Appreciation Lunch will be held outside on the patio above the cafeteria at 11:30 a.m. today, Tuesday, August 1st. There will be pizza, salad, chips, drinks, dessert, and watermelon.  After the lunch, at 12:15 p.m. a Branch Gathering will be held and Ice Cream Floats will be served.  No reservations are necessary, just come on down to the Patio.  Pierre will present a Special Award and will have some announcements, in addition to thanking our summer students for their contributions to the Branch.  Everyone is welcome, so we hope you can come!

Memory Book Available for Cathy Hill:  The Northeastern Region Office will have a memory book available until next Tuesday, for anyone who would like to provide a farewell note, letter, or card for Cathy Hill.
Deadlines for Submission of FY06 Requisitions and FY07 Requisitions with October 1, 2006 Starts:

August 4
Interagency agreement modifications

August 11
GSA schedule orders under $500,000


Modifications to grants or cooperative agreements involving unilateral/no cost extensions


Modifications to purchase orders


Requests to deobligate funds

August 18
Delivery orders against USGS and other agency contracts not requiring negotiations

August 25
Requisitions for services less than $2,500 and construction less than $2,000

September 1
Firm funding required for requisitions marked “Process-to-Point of Award”

Bank Card Transaction Log:  Each government charge card user must maintain a transaction log of all purchase transactions made with the charge card, whether in person, by mail, fax, over the telephone, or by convenience check. Each charge card transaction should be entered in the log at the time the order is placed. The purposes of the log are to track individual and cumulative cost of orders, to have a record of transactions to check against monthly statements to help identify any duplicate billings or outstanding orders, and to provide a paper trail requested by the Inspector General. A sample log sheet is provided at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/smartpay/bclogitm.doc. Use of electronic logs or other alternate documentation methods serving the same purposes, including a clear record of all outstanding (unbilled) orders, are permitted.
Wilderness First Aid Course Offered:  USGS will sponsor two Wilderness First Aid Courses here at the National Center this month, the first on August 8, 9 & 10 in Conference Room 1B215 and the second on August 22, 23 and 24 in Conference Room 4C315.  There is a maximum of 12 students per class.  Sign-up is through the old Training Management System (TMS) not DOI Learn.  The estimated cost is between $133 and $200, depending on how many people actually sign up.  The Survey Manual indicates that First Aid and CPR are required for personnel where the location of the work is greater than 15 minutes from professional medical services.  Also, for locations greater than 1 hour away from medical services, personnel should have Advanced First Aid or Wilderness First Aid training.  Please contact Glenn Jolly, the Branch Collateral Duty Safety Officer, for further information.
Request for Applications CALFED Science Fellows Program: The CALFED Science Program, in cooperation with California Sea Grant, is seeking applications from highly qualified predoctoral students and postdoctoral researchers who are interested in a career in multidisciplinary, multi-institutional, field-based research in riverine and estuarine systems. US citizenship or residency is required. The fellowship will provide support for up to three years for both predoctoral and postdoctoral fellows in the form of a grant/award that includes funds for a stipend ($45,000/yr-postdoctoral; $25,000/yr-predoctoral) and for research-related expenses (up to $25,000/yr-postdoctoral; $14,500/yr-predoctoral).  Selection will be made competitively from applications submitted to the California Sea Grant College Program by August 31, 2006. In 2006, approximately five postdoctoral and three predoctoral fellowships will be awarded to begin approximately by November 1, 2006.  For complete details and application instructions, please refer to the CALFED Science Fellows Program - 2006 Request for Applications, on the Sea Grant web site: http://www.csgc.ucsd.edu/EDUCATION/CALFED/CBDA_RFA2006.html.
Housing Needed for Visiting Graduate Student:  Ingo Wahnfried, a graduate student from the University of Sao Paulo, Brazil will be visiting the USGS in Reston for approximately 6 months. He is looking for an inexpensive place to stay in the Reston area, within biking distance to the USGS. His expected arrival is August 29th, so he would like to move in on 1 September. If you know of such lodging arrangements (a room in a house, housesitting, an efficiency apartment, etc.), please contact Allen Shapiro, and he will pass this information on to him.  Allen's number is 703-648-5884 and his email address is ashapiro@usgs.gov.
USGS Office Information Available Online:  There's a new feature available from the Intranet Home Page that allows you to look up location-specific info such as address, directions, local hotels and office contacts for USGS offices across the country.  The URL is http://internal.usgs.gov/locator/.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologic Technician, GS-11/12, Chief, Yuma Field Office, Arizona Water Science Center, Yuma, AZ.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0396 and the position closes on August 7.

· Research Biologist, GS-12, Staff Biologist, Branch of Regional Research, Western Region, Menlo Park, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0364 and the position closes on August 11.

· Hydrologist, GS-14, Staff Hydrologist, Office of the Regional Hydrologist, Central Region, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0316 and the position closes on August 17.

· Hydrologist, GS-9/11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Virginia Water Science Center, Richmond, VA.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0254 and the position closes on August 18.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Geologic Hazards Team Member, Geologic Discipline, Golden, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0274 and the position closes on August 21.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Indiana Water Science Center, Indianapolis, IN.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0244 and the position closes on August 21.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Davis, S.E., Childers, D.L., and Noe, G.B., 2006, The contribution of leaching to the rapid release of nutrients and carbon in the early decay of wetland vegetation, Hydrobiologia, vol. 569, p. 87 – 97

Koh, D.C., Plummer, L.N., Solomon, D.K., Busenberg, E., Kim, Y.J., and Chang, H.W., 2006, Application of environmental tracers to mixing, evolution, and nitrate contamination of ground water in Jeju Island, Korea, Journal of Hydrology, vol. 327, p. 25 – 275, doi:10.1016/j.jhydrol.2005.11.021, Click Here for Article
Reysenbach, A.L., Liu, Y., Banta1, A.B., Beveridge, T.J., Kirshtein, J.D., Schouten, S., Tivey, M.K., Von Damm, K.L., and Voytek, M.A., 2006, A ubiquitous thermoacidophilic archaeon from deep-sea hydrothermal vents, Nature, vol. 442, p. 444 – 447, doi:10.1038/nature04921
Scholl, M., Cozzarelli, I., and Christenson, S., 2006, Recharge processes drive sulfate reduction in an alluvial aquifer contaminated with landfill leachate, J. Contaminant Hydrology, vol. 86, p. 239-261
New Publications from BRR/CR

Jarrett, R.D., and Vandas, S.J., (compilers), 2006, 1976 Big Thompson Flood, Colorado: U.S. Geological Survey General Information Product 35, 1 sheet (poster).

Jarrett, R.D., and Costa, J.E., 2006, 1976 Big Thompson Flood, Colorado--Thirty years later: U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3095, 6 p.
New Publications from BRR/WR
McLaughlin, K., Kendall, C., Silva, S.R., Young, M., and Paytan, A., 2006, Phosphate oxygen isotope ratios as a tracer for sources and cycling of phosphate in north San Francisco Bay, California:  Journal of Geophysical Research, v. 111, G03003, doi:10.1029/2005JG000079.

Paulson, A.J., Konrad, C.P., Frans, L.M., Noble, M., Kendall, C., Josberger, E.G., Huffman, R.L., and Olsen, T.D., 2006, Freshwater and saline loads of dissolved inorganic nitrogen to Hood Canal and Lynch Cove, western Washington:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2006-5106, 92 p.  Hard copy available in the Branch office.

Schemel, L.E., Cox, M.H., Runkel, R.L., and Kimball, B.A., 2006, Multiple injected and natural conservative tracers quantify mixing in a stream confluence affected by acid mine drainage near Silverton, Colorado, Hydrological Processes, v. 20, p. 2727-2743.

Wankel, S.D., Kendall, C., Francis, C.A., and Paytan, A., 2006, Nitrogen sources and cycling in the San Francisco Bay estuary:  A nitrate dual isotopic composition approach:  Limnology and Oceanography, v. 51, p. 1,654–1,664.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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