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Seminars

Monday, July 24, Professor Charles Harvey, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA, “Biogeochemistry and Hydrogeology of the Arsenic Crisis in Bangladesh”, Room 1C-400, 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 27, Kevin Thorn, NRP, Denver, CO, “NMR Studies on the Environmental Chemistry and Remediation of Explosives Contaminated Soils”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, August 2, Karen Remick, USGS, Golden, CO, “Statistical Modeling of Geomagnetic Storm Occurrences”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Out of Office:  Harry Jenter will be out of the office from Monday, July 24 to Friday, July 28.
BRR/ER Student Appreciation Lunch next Tuesday: We have some great students working this summer, and some of them are already heading back to school.  We would like to thank them for their excellent contributions to the Branch, so all BRR/ER staff members are invited to join us on Tuesday, August 1 at 11:30 a.m. for our annual BRR/ER Student Appreciation Lunch outside on the patio above the cafeteria. There will be pizza, salad, chips, drinks, dessert, and watermelon. The cost is $6.00 per person (supervisors should pay for their students). Please pay Marge (MS 432), Sandy (MS 431), or Pam (MS 430) by Monday, July 31 at 12 noon.  Please note:  you don't have to have a student working in your project to attend!  Everyone is welcome to enjoy a pizza lunch on the patio with colleagues and friends.  Hope you can come!
Cathy Hill Retirement Reception:  On Thursday, July 27, 2006, the WRD will celebrate with Cathy Hill, NR Regional Director, as she begins her retirement.  The reception will be held in the ER Director’s Office (4A-401) on the 4th floor from 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  If you wish to provide cards and letters, they will be collected at the reception.  Congratulations, Cathy!
National Center Auditorium Dedication Ceremony:  All employees are invited to attend a ceremony on Friday, July 28, 2006, at 2:00 p.m. dedicating the newly-renovated National Center Auditorium in memory of Dallas L. Peck, 11th Director of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). Dallas passed away on August 21, 2005.  Among Dallas Peck’s many notable attributes was the enthusiasm he brought to engaging employees and others in discussion of the important work of the USGS.  The National Center Auditorium is a place intended to encourage and enable such engagement – an eminently appropriate venue to dedicate to his memory.  Employees and guests are invited to join the USGS Executive Leadership Team and members of Dallas' family for this dedication ceremony.  An interpreter for the hearing impaired will be present.
FY 08 Mendenhall Program Announcement:  The subject announcement is now up on the web at http://geology.usgs.gov/postdoc.  The Geography Discipline is advertising 6 projects in addition to the 32 from Geology.  The application closing date is November 15.  For additional information contact Dr. Rama K. Kotra, Office of the Associate Director for Geology, 703-648-6271, rkotra@usgs.gov.
Water Report from Western Governors:  A new report from the Western States Water Council entitled "Water Needs and Strategies for a Sustainable Future" was prepared in response to a December 2005 action plan from the Western Governors Association (WGA).  It recognizes the need to ensure water availability not only for cities, towns, and farms, but also for energy production, aquatic ecosystems, recreation, water-quality protection, and Indian water rights.  The WGA formally adopted the report and its 28 recommendations at their June 2006 meeting and it is available online at http://www.westgov.org/wga/publicat/Water06.pdf.
Records Management Guidance for WRD Scientists:  The website, http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/srm/, provides WRD employees with significant information on the topic of proper management of Federal scientific records.  The links to information on the WRD Scientific Records Disposition Schedule 1400 may be of particular interest.
Approval of Foreign Travel:  Most of you know that there are strict deadlines for submitting the necessary documents for Foreign Travel.  WRD has had a number of "late requests" so far this year, and it is becoming very difficult to secure approval of any late request, no matter what the justification.  International Travel is now encouraging potential foreign travelers to submit their Foreign travel requests even if funding, Letters of Agreements and Memorandums of Understandings are not yet secured.  Foreign travel request forms can be amended later to adjust to changing financial situations, or retracted if necessary, so please make certain that all DI-1175's are submitted at least 45 days before departure and that all Foreign conference travel is submitted by the appropriate quarterly deadline.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Chief, Environmental and Hydrologic Investigations Section, New York Water Science Center, Coram, NY.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0223 and the position closes on July 24.

· Hydrologist, GS-13, Senior Technical Specialist, Hydrologic Systems Team, National Water-Quality Assessment Program (NAWQA), Location to be determined.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0248 and the position closes on July 27.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-12/13, Supervisor, Hydrologic Surveillance and Analysis Section, New York Water Science Center, Coram, NY.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0227 and the position closes on July 28.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Watershed Studies Section, MD-DE-DC Water Science Center, Baltimore, MD metro area.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0234 and the position closes on July 31.

· Research Biologist, GS-12, Staff Biologist, Branch of Regional Research, Western Region, Menlo Park, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0364 and the position closes on August 11.

· Hydrologist, GS-14, Staff Hydrologist, Office of the Regional Hydrologist, Central Region, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0316 and the position closes on August 17.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Geologic Hazards Team Member, Geologic Discipline, Golden, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0274 and the position closes on August 21.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-15, Director, Indiana Water Science Center, Indianapolis, IN.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0244 and the position closes on August 21.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Morin, R.H., Savage, W.Z., and Rivard, C., 2006, Hydrologic consequences of gravity-induced stresses along a ridge: example from Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia, Proceedings of the 41st U.S. Symposium on Rock Mechanics, Golden, Colorado, paper 1054, 10 pp.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Sheibley, R.W., Duff, J.H., Jackman, A.P., Triska, F.J., Warren, E., and Godsy, E.M., 2006, Nitrate reduction in sediment perfusion cores from Pool 8, upper Mississippi River, La Crosse, Wisconsin, USA:  Verhandlungen Internationale Vereinigung fur Theoretische und Angewandte Limnologie, v. 29, p. 1,289-1,295.

Warren, E., Godsy, E.M., Duff, J.H., Triska, F.J., and Jackman, A.P., 2006, Nitrate reduction and microbial numbers in upper Mississippi River sediments, Pool 8, La Crosse, Wisconsin, USA:  Verhandlungen Internationale Vereinigung fur Theoretische und Angewandte Limnologie, v. 29, p. 1,578-1,582.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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