BRANCH OF REGIONAL RESEARCH, ER

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

January 16 – January 20, 2006
Seminars

Wednesday, January 18, Timothy Meckel, USGS, Woods Hole, MA, “Quantitative Evaluation of Regional Subsidence Processes Contributing to Rapid Sea Level Rise and Wetland Loss in the Mississippi River Delta Plain, Louisiana” (Jeff Williams and Uri ten Brink), Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, January 19, Johanna V. Weiss, NRP, BRR/ER, “The Use of Integrated Methodologies in Biogeochemical Research”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Delegation of Authority:  Pierre Glynn will be out of the office from Thursday, January 19th to Friday, January 27th.  Therefore, Harry Jenter will be serving as the Acting Branch Chief.
Call for Abstracts:  The 7th Coastal and Estuarine Shallow Water Science and Management Conference will be held May 11-15, 2006, in Atlantic City, New Jersey.  The conference is sponsored by the Wetlands & Watersheds Work Group and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  The theme of the conference is "Coastlines in Crisis".  Abstracts and ideas for special sessions are due February 10, 2006.  The conference website is http://www.WetlandsWorkGroup.org/Shallow/shallowwater.htm.  Additional information can be obtained also from Frank Reilly, Executive Director, Wetlands & Watersheds Work Group, (540) 286-0072, ShallowWater@WetlandsWorkGroup.org.

Call for Papers, 3rd International Fire Ecology and Management Congress: The call for oral and poster papers is now open.  The Congress will be held at the Town and Country Resort, San Diego, November 13-17, 2006 (http://emmps.wsu.edu/firecongress/).  The Congress provides a week-long focus on the science and technology that are the basis for the management of wildland fire.  Abstracts for oral and poster papers are solicited in the general categories: fire history/fire regimes, fire ecology and effects, fire and climate change, smoke management, fire modeling, remote sensing, wildland fire and fuels planning and management, social, political, economic and cultural aspects of fire and fuels management, and post-fire rehabilitation.  The deadline for abstract submission is May 19, 2006.  Detailed information about the call for papers and an online submission form can be found at http://emmps.wsu.edu/firecongress/papers.html.  Please contact Melanie Miller, Steering Group Chair, melaniemiller@fs.fed.us, or Neil Sugihara, Program Committee Chair, nsugihara@fs.fed.us, if you have questions about the Congress program, or Detlef Decker, Conference Manager, ddecker@wsu.edu, if you would like to know more about the vendor exhibit or the venue.

NOAA Opens 2006 Aquaculture Competition; Deadline for Proposals is Feb. 28:  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has announced that it will award up to $4 million in competitive grants in 2006 for demonstration projects and research targeted to the development of sustainable marine aquaculture in the United States. Coordinated by the NOAA Aquaculture Program and NOAA Research, the competition will consider aquaculture research and demonstration projects in nearshore, open water, or terrestrial environments across a range of scientific disciplines. The deadline for preliminary proposals is February 28, 2006. The deadline for full proposals is April 13, 2006. Institutions of higher education, nonprofit organizations, commercial organizations, Federal, State, local and Indian tribal governments, and individuals are eligible to apply. Only those who submit preliminary proposals are eligible to submit full proposals. To view the full announcement, including specifics on eligibility and the process for proposals, go to:  www.aquaculture.noaa.gov, under “News” on the upper right hand side of the page. For more information on the 2006 competition, contact Dr. Jim McVey by phone, 301-713-2435; or by e-mail, Jim.McVey@noaa.gov. For more information on the NOAA Aquaculture Program, contact Kate.Naughten@noaa.gov.
Joint 8th Federal Interagency Sedimentation Conference and 3rd Federal Interagency Hydrologic Modeling Conference:  This conference will be held April 2 – 6, 2006, at the Silver Legacy Hotel in Reno, Nevada.  The conference will provide Federal and non-Federal scientists and managers from various disciplines the opportunity to discuss recent accomplishments and progress in research and on technical developments in the physical, chemical, and biological aspects of sedimentation and the development and use of models addressing surface water quality and quantity issues. The Joint Conference will follow a mixed set of formats including formal presentations, poster sessions, mini-workshops, and model demonstrations.  Online registration for the conference is now available at http://www.jfic.org.
2006 Civil Commercial Imagery Evaluation Workshop:  The Joint Agency Commercial Imagery Evaluation (JACIE) team, comprising representatives from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA), and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), announces a workshop to be held March 14-16, 2006, at the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service National Wildlife Visitors Center in Laurel, MD.  The Workshop's website is now active at http://www.usm.edu/ncpc/jacie/ to register and find out detailed information about this year's workshop.  Attendees wishing to make presentations concerning the incorporation of high-spatial-resolution commercial satellite imagery, medium-spatial-resolution commercial satellite imagery, or commercial aerial digital imagery into their scientific or applications research are invited to submit an abstract to Laura Pair at laura.pair@ssc.nasa.gov no later than February 6, 2006. If you have questions, please contact Bill Hughes at (228) 688-3001 or bill.hughes@ssc.nasa.gov, or contact Karen Hoselle at (228) 688-2751 or karen.hoselle@ssc.nasa.gov.
USGS Scientist Recognized by the Association of Ground Water Scientists and Engineers (AGWSE), National Ground Water Association (NGWA):  AGWSE recently presented our Eastern Region colleague, USGS scientist Brian G. Katz of the Florida Integrated Science Center, Ft. Lauderdale, with the AGWSE John Hem Excellence in Science and Engineering Award at their Annual 2005 NGWA Ground Water Expo in Cobb County, Georgia.  The award is presented annually to recognize recent scientific or engineering contributions to the understanding of ground water.  Brian received the award in recognition of his significant advances to the understanding of contaminant movement and ground water flow patterns in complex karst aquifer systems.  Congratulations, Brian!
Programme Officer (Hydro-meteorologist) Position Available, Cooperative Programme on Water and Climate (CPWC):  The CPWC is an international programme formulated to stimulate activities in the water sector to enhance the management of the impacts of climate variability and climate change in particular for the most vulnerable communities. The CPWC Programme is a network of partner organizations, with a Programme Office headed by the Programme Coordinator. CPWC includes a Science and Research portfolio headed by Wageningen University and Research, and an Education and Training portfolio headed by UNESCO-IHE at Delft.  CPWC is looking for a Programme Officer (Hydro-meteorologist).  Additional information about the vacancy can be obtained from Mr. H. van Schaik (T +31-15-2151 882 or h.vanschaik@unesco-ihe.org), PO Box 3015, 2601 DA Delft, The Netherlands.  For more information, also see http://www.unesco-ihe.org/vacancy/Programme%20Manager.htm.
Branch of Regional Research, Western Region to videostream some WRD research seminars:  BRR/WR will again try to stream roughly one talk per month from Menlo Park.  Please help to select which seminars to stream.  Have a look at the seminar website --http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar-- and let the BRR/WR Branch Chief, Steve Ingebritsen, know which talks would be of most interest to you.  BRR/WR will stream those that are most requested.  Please contact Steve with your nominations. His contact information is 650-329-4422, seingebr@usgs.gov.
Decrease in POV Rates:  The General Services Administration has announced a decrease in the 2006 Privately Owned Vehicle Mileage Reimbursement Rates, following the decrease of this allowance by the Internal Revenue Service, effective January 1, 2006.  The new rates are:

· Automobile Rates:
· 44.5 cents per mile (if no Government Owned Vehicle available)
· 28.5 cents per mile (if Government Owned Vehicle available)
· 12.5 cents per mile (if committed to use Government Owned Vehicle)
· Motorcycle POV Rate ..... 30.5 cents per mile

· Airplane .......... $1.07 per mile
OPM Publishes FY 2006 Salary Tables:  The new salary tables will become effective the first full pay period of January 2006.  You can view the tables, including locality pay tables, at the following site:   http://www.opm.gov/oca/06tables/index.asp.
2005-2006 WRD Telephone Directory Online:  The 2005-2006 Water Resources telephone directory has been printed, distributed, and posted online at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/publishing/pdfs/2005_2006Phonebook.pdf.  Additional printed and bound copies can be ordered from the Office of Water Information, CAPP at (608) 238-9333 until stock is depleted.  Several employees have been added to the Maryland section on p. 36-37 of the online directory. You may want to print p. 36-37 of the online version at 54 percent of full size and tape the corrected pages into your printed copy. The names of recent retirees have not been removed from the online directory.  Questions and comments regarding the directory can be directed to Liz Ciganovich 608-238-9333 ext. 120, eacigano@usgs.gov.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Friedman, J.M., Vincent, K.R., and Shafroth, P.B., 2005, Dating floodplain sediments using tree-ring response to burial: Earth Surface Processes and Landforms, v. 30, no. 9, p. 1077-1091.

Vincent, K.R., Pearthree, P.A., House, P.K., and Demsey, K.A., 2004, Inundation mapping and hydraulic reconstructions of an extreme alluvial fan flood, Wild Burro Wash, Pima County, southern Arizona: Arizona Geological Survey Open-File Report 04-04, 51 p.

Morin, R.H., 2006, Negative correlation between porosity and hydraulic conductivity in sand-and-gravel aquifers at Cape Cod, Massachusetts, USA: Ground Water, v. 316, p. 43-52, doi:10.1016/j.jhydrol.2005.04.013, Click Here for Article
New Publications from BRR/WR
Betancourt, J.L., Schwartz, M.D., Breshears, D.D., Cayan, D.R., Dettinger, M.D., Inouye, D.W., Post, E., and Reed, B.C., 2005, Implementing a USA-national phenology network:  EOS, Transactions of the American Geophysical Union, v. 86, p 539.  Please note corrected author list.

Delin, G.N., and Herkelrath, W.N., 2005, Use of soil moisture probes to estimate ground water recharge at an oil spill site:  Journal of the American Water Resources Association, v. 41, p. 1,259-1,277.

Osterkamp, W.R., Toy, T.J., and Lenart, M.T., 2006, Development of partial rock veneers by root throw in a subalpine setting:  Earth Surface Processes and Landforms, v. 31, p. 1-14.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Websites for Finding Grants:  These two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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