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January 9 – January 13, 2006
Seminars
Tuesday, January 10, Tim Hazlett and Todd Kincaid, Hazlett-Kincaid, Inc, “Hydrogeologic Characterization and Modeling of the Woodville Karst Plain, North Florida: Using quantitative groundwater tracing and cave mapping to establish hydraulic parameters for groundwater model development in karst aquifers”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, January 11, John Rayburn, USGS, Reston, VA, “A Series Of Large Late-Glacial Meltwater Floods Through The Champlain And Hudson Valleys, And Their Possible Connection To North Atlantic Climate Change”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m. 
Thursday, January 12, Tom D. Byl, USGS, Nashville, TN and Lashun K. King, Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Tennessee State University, Nashville, TN, “Potential for bioremediation of organic contaminants in karst aquifers”, Visitors Center, 1:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, January 18, Timothy Meckel, USGS, Woods Hole, MA, “Quantitative Evaluation of Regional Subsidence Processes Contributing to Rapid Sea Level Rise and Wetland Loss in the Mississippi River Delta Plain, Louisiana” (Jeff Williams and Uri ten Brink), Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
Delegation of Authority:  Pierre Glynn will be out of the office this week on travel from Tuesday, January 10th to Friday, January 13th.  Therefore, Harry Jenter will be serving as the Acting Branch Chief.
Intermittent phone outages for the entire Reston facility on January 16:  Outages will occur from 7:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Monday, January 16, 2006. The upgrade will have no impact on the operation of the telephones once completed.  Our telecommunications contractor, AVAYA, will be performing a major hardware/software upgrade to the PBX which supports all phone service for the Reston Campus. Outages will be intermittent during the upgrade.  Please note; this will not impact the analog phone in the Guard office or the payphones.  Please feel free to direct any questions or concerns regarding this outage to (703) 648-7036.
Microsoft Windows Metafile Vulnerability Advisory Issued:  A January 5, 2006 memo from Karen Siderelis, Associate Director for Geospatial Information and Chief Information Officer, to all USGS employees indicates that there is a recently discovered vulnerability in the Microsoft Windows operating system regarding the way in which Windows Metafile (WMF) images are handled.  Microsoft has confirmed the existence of this vulnerability in Windows XP, Windows 2003, and potentially other versions and has announced plans to release a fix this week.  Hackers can exploit this vulnerability by creating malicious WMF images that, once viewed, allow arbitrary code to be executed.  Victims who have viewed the malicious WMF images have had malware, including spyware, adware, keyloggers, backdoors/bots, and worms, installed on their computer systems.  USGS employees can reduce the risk to USGS IT systems by exercising caution in opening e-mail attachments, not viewing WMF images, and avoiding unfamiliar Websites.  It is important to note that WMF images are not always apparent: they may have a .wmf extension or may have a different extension (such as .jpg) in an attempt to disguise a malicious WMF image.  For more information about this vulnerability, please see US-CERT Vulnerability Note: VU181038 - Microsoft Windows Metafile handler buffer overflow (http://www.kb.cert.org/vuls/id/181038) and Technical Cyber Security Alert: TA05-362A - Microsoft Windows Metafile Handling Buffer Overflow (http://www.us-cert.gov/cas/techalerts/TA05-362A.html).  Questions should be directed to the USGS CSIRT at: csirt@usgs.gov.
Bloodmobile:  The Bloodmobile will be here on Friday, January 13, 2006, from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in 1B-215.   The Red Cross appreciates all those who can and do donate blood.  Each blood donation can help three or four people in need of a transfusion.   In addition, with supervisory approval, employees are given up to 4 hours of administrative leave for the donation and recovery time.  The Red Cross needs a head count 48 hours prior to the donation date.  Please go to the Red Cross Web site www.my-redcross.org to schedule your appointment online.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Betancourt, J.L., and Schwartz, M.D., 2005, Implementing a U.S. national phenology network: Eos Transactions American Geophysical Union, v. 86, p. 539.

Heppner, C.S., and Nimmo, J.R., 2005, A computer program for predicting recharge with a master recession curve: U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2005-5172, 8 p., Click Here for Report
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Websites for Finding Grants:  These two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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