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January 2 – January 6, 2006
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, January 5, Harry L. Jenter, NRP, BRR/ER, "The Hydrologic Setting of Iraq - Revisited", Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Tuesday, January 10, Tim Hazlett and Todd Kincaid, Hazlett-Kincaid, Inc, “Hydrogeologic Characterization and Modeling of the Woodville Karst Plain, North Florida: Using quantitative groundwater tracing and cave mapping to establish hydraulic parameters for groundwater model development in karst aquifers”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, January 11, John Rayburn, USGS, Reston, VA, “A Series Of Large Late-Glacial Meltwater Floods Through The Champlain And Hudson Valleys, And Their Possible Connection To North Atlantic Climate Change”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Career Transitions Workshops:  In November, the USGS announced the implementation of a Career Transition and Employee Services website, http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/hro/career/index.html, as part of an overall initiative to assist employees with managing career transition.   There are plans for additional career-transition services in the form of workshops for employees.  The content of the workshops has been adapted to meet specific USGS needs.  They are being conducted by Vantage Human Resource Services, Inc., a highly respected company that has provided employee services to the public and private sectors, including 40 Federal Government agencies and over 100,000 federal employees nationwide, for nearly 30 years.  Beginning in January, 2006, the first offerings of these Career Transition Workshops will be held in Menlo Park, CA; Lakewood, CO; Reston, VA; and Rolla, MO.  These locations were selected based on the large population of USGS employees at these sites who are facing potential career transition due to organizational changes.  These workshops are funded through a combination of Human Resources Initiative and other program funds.  Additional workshops will be offered in other locations based on priority needs and availability of funding. These workshops will provide participants with proven career transition strategies that can be immediately put to use.  Participants will leave with a complete understanding of what is takes to make a successful career transition.  Questions regarding the Career Transition Workshops should be addressed to Pam Marsters, OED Lead Employee Development Liaison, at pmarster@usgs.gov or (703) 648-6703.  Additional information with specifics about the workshop schedules, locations, and registration will be provided in the near future via the Career Transitions website.
High-Quality Illustrations for your Publications:  Although the NRP graphic illustrators have moved over to the Enterprise Publication Network (the new publications unit of the USGS), the NRP will continue the policy of subsidizing their time.  This fiscal year, work done by the illustrators will be charged to the NRP projects at the discounted rate of $30 per hour.  For more information, contact David Jones (650-329-5090) or Jeanne DiLeo (650-329-4431) to record your work order (description of work, estimated start and completion dates, and account number to charge).  Carolyn Miles (650-329-5478) will then process a standard voucher (SV) to collect the funds.
Last Chance to Donate Leave:  Many of us in BRR/ER have excess leave that will expire soon.  Our BRR/ER deadline for donating leave to a colleague in need is tomorrow, Wednesday, January 4, 2006 by COB and involves processing a short one page form.  Even eight hours of leave will make a meaningful difference to someone who is living paycheck to paycheck and can not work.  All 29 participants in the USGS Leave Share program have been screened and qualify for this program, so you know your contribution will be received by someone who truly needs our assistance.  If you have leave to donate, please contact Barbara or Emerson in the Branch Office, 5B221, and they will be glad to check your leave balance, complete the necessary form for your signature, even help you review the list, if you would like.  It will only take a few minutes - hope you can help.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Dennehy, K.F., 2005, Ground-Water Resources Program, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2005-3097, 4 p.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Websites for Finding Grants:  These two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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