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February 20 – February 24, 2006
Seminars
Wednesday, February 22, Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Seminar, John Rayburn, USGS, Reston, VA, “A Series Of Large Late-Glacial Meltwater Floods Through The Champlain And Hudson Valleys, And Their Possible Connection To North Atlantic Climate Change”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, March 1, Kenneth Belitz, Research Hydrologist & Program Chief USGS, California Water Science Center, San Diego, CA, “California's Comprehensive Ground-water Quality Assessment Program: Design, Implementation, and Early Results”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, March 2, Eric T. Sundquist, U.S. Geological Survey, Woods Hole, MA, “Time matters in carbon-cycle change and management: Perspectives from the past, present, and future”, Visitors Center, 11:00 a.m. (Please note this seminar will serve as the BRR/ER Brown Bag Seminar for that week.)

Notices

Acting Branch Chief:  Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on Wednesday, February 22, 2006.  Harry Jenter will serve as Acting Branch Chief for that day.

Release of MODFLOW-2005:  A new version of MODFLOW, MODFLOW-2005, has been released.  MODFLOW-2005 is documented in U.S. Geological Survey Techniques and Methods Report TM 6-A16, "MODFLOW-2005, the U.S. Geological Survey Modular Ground-Water Model – the Ground-Water Flow Process" by Arlen Harbaugh.  The new report contains complete user and programmer documentation, which will avoid the need for most users to refer to the older MODFLOW documentation reports.  The new report and the program can be retrieved from http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/gwsoftware/modflow2005/modflow2005.html.  Printed copies of TM 6-A16 can be obtained by contacting Carol Wakelee in the Office of Ground Water (cwakelee@usgs.gov or 703 648-5001).
USGS Call for Colab Modeling Proposals: The USGS is issuing a Call for Proposals for participation in the Collaborative Software Development Laboratory (Colab), a USDA/EPA collaborative, on-line system through which modelers can develop and refine models, can share tools and applications, and can exchange information on new approaches, new software, etc. Karen Siderelis and Linda Gundersen are committed to providing start-up funding for a number of Colab licenses for USGS modelers this year, with the idea that USGS participation in Colab could expand in the coming years, if this trial year proves successful.  They are requesting that interested scientists submit short (less than 2-page) proposals for panel review. The USGS will provide initial training on the use of Colab and Colab licenses for selected USGS scientists.  Each two-page proposal should include:

1. Name of USGS Scientist Submitting Proposal;  

2. Science Center or Office of Submitting Scientist;

3. Other Collaborating Scientists (This list will help identify the anticipated number of users. So, please list all current, as well as possible future, collaborators); 

4. Title of Modeling Project;  

5. Brief Description (1-2 paragraphs) of Modeling Project;

6. Is the Project Funded for the current FY (Y/N);

7. Status of Modeling Effort (e.g., Have one or more models been developed and initially tested?);

8. Justification (Why/how would this project benefit from participation in Colab?).

Questions on the Call for Proposals should be directed to Ken Odom (krodom@usgs.gov; 502-493-1933). The Colab web site is at http://colab.usda.gov.

Report Planning, Writing, Policy, and Colleague Review Course:  To be held in Austin, Texas on April 11 and 12, 2006, this free 1 and 1/2-day course involves instruction in report planning and philosophy during proposal preparation, report organization and preparation, writing in Survey style and grammar, USGS policy issues, and an introduction to colleague review.  Class exercises include report organization, examples of policy issues, and colleague review of a short interpretive report.  The course is intended for new authors and authors who would like a refresher.  There are no prerequisites for this training, and the registration deadline is March 31st.   Please register through the Training Management System at https://gsvaresa08.er.usgs.gov/webforms/pertrain.nsf.   When completing the SF182 in TMS, please choose the Payment Type of “Standard Voucher”.  Additional information is available at http://training.usgs.gov/ntc/courses/Course_Info/course_catalog.cfm?db_course_id=175.

Pre-Retirement Seminars Available in March:  Space is still available for the popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 14 through Wednesday, March 15, 2006 in the National Center Auditorium.  The cost for this two day class is $93.00 per person.  Please use the TMS to register.  Spouses are welcome to attend.  Select training order for choice of payment.  Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov.
Federal Employees Health Benefits Service Visit:  Health care providers for the Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB) Program will be offering a service visit to National Center employees on Thursday, February 23, 2006, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Art Hallway.  The following health care providers will be available to discuss their plan and resolve any billing problems that you may be experiencing: 

· Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield

· Kaiser Permanente

· M.D. IPA

· GEHA

· Aetna
If you have any questions, please contact Charlotte Watson at 703-648-7432 or Ann Kelsey at 703-648-7410.
Free Wi-Fi Access at Select Airports:  There’s nothing better than finding a Wi-Fi connection to the Internet when you are at the airport waiting for your flight, and it gets even better when that connection is free. Four of the top airports frequented by DOI travelers offer travelers free Wi-Fi service: Albuquerque, Boise, Las Vegas, and Phoenix.  Our first-floor Florida travelers may be interested to know that three Florida airports also offer this service:  Ft. Lauderdale, Orlando, and Tampa.  To find additional airports with free Wi-Fi, go to http://wififreespot.com/airport.html.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist (etc.) GS-15, Center Director, Florida Integrated Science Center.  This position is open at several locations in Florida and to a wide range of disciplines; for Supervisory Hydrologist, the announcement numbers are ER-S-2006-0032 and ER-S-2006-0027.  The position closes February 28.
· Supervisory Hydrologist (etc.) GS-14, Associate Center Director, Florida Integrated Science Center, Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  This position is open to a wide range of disciplines; for Supervisory Hydrologist, the announcement number is ER-S-2006-0020.  The position closes February 28.
· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13/14, Hydrologic Data Section Chief, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, Texas.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0100 and the position closes on February 21.

· Hydrologist GS-13, Water Quality Specialist, Texas Water Science Center, location TBD.   The announcement number is CR-2006-0102 and the position closes on February 21.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12/13, Chief, Hydrologic Surveillance and Analysis Section, Ithaca, New York.  The vacancy announcement number is ER-2006-0071 and the position closes on February 24.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12, Hydrologic Data Section Chief, Texas Water Science Center, San Antonio, Texas.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0127 and the position closes on March 9.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13/14, Associate Director, Pennsylvania Water Science Center, Fairview Township, PA.  This position is open to a wide range of disciplines; for Supervisory Hydrologist, the announcement number is ER-2006-0079.  The position closes on March 7.

· Supervisory Physical Scientist GS-13/14, Associate Director, Pennsylvania Water Science Center, Fairview Township, PA.  This position is open to a wide range of disciplines; for Supervisory Physical Scientist, the announcement number is ER-2006-0080.  The position closes on March 7.
Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, for example:  CR-2006-0079, CR-2006-0080, CR-2006-0081.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Texas A&M University Seeking Hydrogeologist:  The Department of Geology and Geophysics at Texas A&M University (http://geosciences.tamu.edu) has opened a new tenure-track position in Hydrogeology.  Although the stated rank is Associate or Full Professor, they will also accept applications for an Assistant Professor.  They prefer, but will not limit the search to, experimentalists.  For more information, see the departmental website or the 17 January issue of EOS.
Branch Fund Donation:  As a reminder, just in case you haven't made your donation yet, we would like to request a $5.00 donation from all staff to help pay for upcoming Branch gatherings and to purchase paper supplies  for the Branch.  If you are able, please give your donation to your Project Assistant or Barbara Cardellichio by Tuesday, February 28th.  Thanks for your support!
New Publications from BRR/WR

Repert, D. A., Barber, L. B., Hess, K. M., Keefe, S. H., Kent, D. B., LeBlanc, D. R., and Smith, R. L., 2006, Long-term natural attenuation of carbon and nitrogen within a groundwater plume after removal of the treated wastewater source:  Environmental Science and Technology, v. 40, p. 1,154-1,162.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Websites for Finding Grants:  These two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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