BRANCH OF REGIONAL RESEARCH, ER

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

February 6 – February 10, 2006
Seminars
Wednesday, February 8, Kevin Kroeger, USGS, St. Petersburg, FL, “Nitrogen Biogeochemistry and Nutrient Fluxes to Coastal Waters from a Temperate and Subtropical Coastal Aquifer”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Acting Branch Chief:  Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on travel this week, but will return on Friday, February 10.  Harry Jenter will serve as Acting Branch Chief in his absence.
GEER 2006 Call for Abstracts:  The Greater Everglades Ecosystem Restoration (GEER) Conference:  Planning, Policy & Science will be held at the Wyndham Palace Hotel in Lake Buena Vista, Florida on 5-9, June 2006.  Conference organizers currently are accepting online submissions of abstracts.  The deadline for abstract submission is March 1, 2006.  Further details can be found at the conference website http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/GEER2006.  Additional information also may be obtained from Ms. Beth Miller-Tipton at the UF/IFAS Office of Conferences and Institutes (OCI) – PHONE: 1-352-392-5930; EMAIL: bmt@ufl.edu.
Steve Ingebritsen Elected AGU Fellow:  Steve Ingebritsen of BRR/WR has been elected as a Fellow of the American Geophysical Union (AGU).  One of the few honors that AGU confers, Fellowship is awarded to "scientists who have attained acknowledged eminence..."  The number of Fellows elected each year is limited to no more than 0.1% of total membership.  The other current USGS/WRD employees who are AGU Fellows are Ken Bencala, Lenny Konikow, and Ron Oremland.  WRD retirees John Bredehoeft, Luna Leopold, Jacob Rubin, and Ike Winograd are also AGU Fellows. Congratulations, Steve!
Call for Abstracts at two USGS Special Sessions at Spring AGU: The Spring Meeting of the American Geophysical Union is being held, this year, as a Joint Assembly among AGU and a number of other societies.  The meeting is scheduled for May 23-26, 2006, at the Baltimore Convention Center in Baltimore, Maryland.  General information regarding the meeting can be viewed at http://www.agu.org/meetings/ja06/.   Please note that the two sessions listed below are being organized by some of your Branch and USGS colleagues.  The deadline for abstracts is March 1, 2006, at 11:59 UT, and the abstract submission form is now available at the website listed above.

Session B10:  Quantifying Subsurface Biogeochemical Processes: Innovative Field Experiments and In Situ Measurement Techniques:  Convenors: Isabelle Cozzarelli, BRR/ER USGS, (icozzare@usgs.gov or call 703-648-5899, Jennifer McGuire, Texas A&M, (McGuire@geo.tamu.edu), and Johanna Weiss, BRR/ER USGS (jweiss@usgs.gov, or call 703-648-5873).  For specific information regarding Session B10 Click Here.
Session H02:  Use of Satellite Data in Flood and Landslide Analysis:  Co-covenor:  Jim Verdin of USGS's EROS Data Center (verdin@usgs.gov or call 605-594-6018).  This session is sponsored by AGU Hydrology and co-sponsored by AGU Public Affairs and AGU Atmospheric Sciences.  For specific information regarding Session H02 Click Here.

NSF International Polar Year Solicitation:  The National Science Foundation has issued Solicitation NSF 06-534 in anticipation of the "International Polar Year (IPY) 2007-2008", which will extend from March 2007 through March 2009.  The "Full Proposal Target Date" for this solicitation is May 1, 2006.  It is expected that 20-30 proposals will be funded from approximately $12,000,000. This solicitation is being issued by NSF's Office for Polar Programs and the Directorate for Education and Human Resources, and may be found at http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf06534. Other NSF Directorates intend to fund IPY projects as well.  A list of those NSF programs providing funding opportunities related to IPY is being maintained at http://www.nsf.gov/od/opp/ipy/ipy_prog_opps.jsp.

Instructions for Management of Documents During Change:  A recent memorandum issued by Karen Siderelis, Associate Director for Geospatial Information, provides good advice for managing documents during changes such as retirements, changes in duty station or changes in work assignment. As these times are used often to "clean up" our records, it is important that we understand our obligations with respect to preserving records that we must keep or wish to keep and ensuring proper disposal of records we choose to discard.  The memo is entitled "Tips for Ensuring Proper Records Management During Change" and can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/irm/tips.html.
Selected Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12, Hydrologic Data Section Chief, Texas Water Science Center, Fort Worth, Texas.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0120 and the position closes on February 8.

· Supervisory Hydrologist (etc.) GS-15, Center Director, Florida Integrated Science Center.  This position is open at several locations in Florida and to a wide range of disciplines; for Supervisory Hydrologist, the announcement numbers are ER-S-2006-0032 and ER-S-2006-0027.  The position closes on February 10.

· Supervisory Hydrologist (etc.) GS-14, Associate Center Director, Florida Integrated Science Center, Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  This position is open to a wide range of disciplines; for Supervisory Hydrologist, the announcement number is ER-S-2006-0020.  The position closes on February 10.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13, Hydrologic Data Section and the SW Studies Section Chief, Massachusetts-Rhode Island Water Science Center.   This position is being advertised as a merit promotion (internal USGS only), and relocation expenses are authorized.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0069 and the position closes on February 16.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13/14, Hydrologic Data Section Chief, Texas Water Science Center, Austin, Texas.   The announcement number is CR-2006-0100 and the position closes on February 21.

· Hydrologist GS-13, Water Quality Specialist, Texas Water Science Center, location TBD.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0102 and the position closes on February 21.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12/13, Chief, Hydrologic Surveillance and Analysis Section, Ithaca, New York.  The vacancy announcement number is ER-2006-0071 and the position closes on February 24.

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12, Hydrologic Data Section Chief, Texas Water Science Center, San Antonio, Texas.   The announcement number is CR-2006-0127 and the position closes on March 9.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.

Bloodmobile:  The bloodmobile will be in the National Center auditorium this Friday, February 10, 2006, from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The Red Cross appreciates all those who donate blood.  Please schedule an appointment using the new online appointment scheduling system.  Donors can also pre-schedule future appointments.  The Red Cross needs 48 hours advance notice of how many people to expect so they can bring enough supplies, personnel, and refreshments to accommodate all donors.  The deadline for scheduling the next Bloodmobile is 5:00 p.m., February 8, 2006.  Please visit the Red Cross website www.my-redcross.org, and follow the instructions to schedule your appointment online.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Chrosniak, L.D., Smith, L.N., McDonald, C.G., Jones, B.F., and Flinn, J.M., 2005, Effects of enhanced zinc and copper in drinking water on spatial memory and fear conditioning, in (Meunier, J.D., Ed.) Geochemistry of the Earth's Surface, 7th Conference, Journal of Geochemical Exploration, Elsevier, Click Here for Article
Eckardt, F., Wood, W.W.,  Kraemer, T., and Eng, K.G., 2005, Airborne transport of evaporite salts from the Makgadikgadi depression, Environmental Geology in Semi-Arid Environments, (Vogel, H. and Chilume, C. Eds.), Proceedings of the International Workshop on Environmental Geology in Semi-Arid Environments, November 11-12, 2004, Selebi-Phikwe, Botswana.

Garavito, A.M., Kooi, H., and Neuzil, C.E., 2006, Numerical modeling of a long-term in-situ chemical osmosis experiment in the Pierre Shale, South Dakota, Advances in Water Resources, vol. 29, p. 481-492.
Harvey, J.W., Newlin, J.T., Krest, J.M., Choi, J., Nemeth, E.A., and Krupa, S.L., 2005, Surface-water and ground-water interactions in the central Everlgades, Florida, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5069, 88 p.

Imes, J. L., and Wood, W.W., 2005, Simulation of observed solute distribution to constrain recharge and discharge estimates for a shallow unconfined aquifer, Abu Dhabi Emirate, United Arab Emirates, U. S. Geological Survey, NDC-USGS Technical Series Administrative Report 2005-002, 11 p.

McMahon, P., Böhlke, J.K., Brown, C., Burow, K., Crandall, C., and Landon, M., 2005, Use of isotopes, age-dating, and numerical simulation to evaluate source histories and transport of NO3- to public supply wells in principal aquifers of the United States: AIG-6, Proceedings of the 6th International Symposium on Applied Isotope Geochemistry, Prague, Czech Republic, p. 157-158 (CD-ROM), Click Here for Article
Simon, N.S. among editors of the American Chemical Society, Committee on Analytical Reagents, 2006,  Reagent Chemicals, Specifications and Procedures, 10th Edition, Oxford University Press, NewYork, NY, 806 p. Click Here for Abstract
New Publications from BRR/WR
Kakouros, E., Kharaka, Y.K., and Oberdorfer, J. A., 2006, Leaching rates and forms of selenium in cores from an agricultural area in Middle Green River basin, Utah, USA:  Earth Science Frontiers, v. 13, p. 86–97.

Webb, S.M., Fuller, C.C., Tebo, B.M., and Bargar, J.R., 2006, Determination of uranyl incorporation into biogenic manganese oxides using x-ray absorption spectroscopy and scattering:  Environmental Science and Technology, v. 40, p. 771-777.
Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Grannemann, N.G., and Reeves, H.W., 2005, Great Lakes Basin Water Availability and Use, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2005-3113, 4 p.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Websites for Finding Grants:  These two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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