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December 4 – December 8, 2006

Seminars

Monday, December 4, David B. Stewart, USGS, “Celebrating 10 Years of the Geology Scientist Emeritus Program”, Room 3B-457, 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 5, Pete Cinotto, Pennsylvania Water Science Center, Exton Project Office, “Inference of geomorphic function and sediment-transport characteristics from turbidity data at USGS streamgages”, Room 5A-217, 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 6, Dianna Hogan, Eastern Geographic Science Center, “Stormwater Best Management Practices in Developing Landscapes”, Visitors Center, 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 7, Michelle Hornberger, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Factors Influencing Cu and Cd Bioaccumulation in a Freshwater Macroinvertebrate: Linkages Between Field Observations and Controlled Laboratory Exposures”, Videostreamed, 12:00 p.m. PDT, For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
Friday, December 8, Dr. Sujay Kaushal, University of Maryland, Center for Environmental Science Appalachian Laboratory, Frostburg, Maryland, “Influence of land use on sources and transformations of nitrogen in streams”, Room 5B-227, 1:00 p.m.
Notices
3rd Quarter International Meetings and Conferences:  Employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 3rd Quarter of FY 2007 (April, May and June 2007) must submit a formal request by Tuesday, December 12th, 2006. This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada. International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included.  However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please send your reply to Jim O'Brien (jobrien@usgs.gov) or Verne R Schneider (vrschnei@usgs.gov).  The following information should be included: name of traveler; discipline/region; the complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel.  In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations.
USGS Pacific Northwest Science Conference:  The seventh USGS interdisciplinary conference on science in the Pacific Northwest is scheduled for January 30 - February 1, 2007, at McMenamins' Edgefield in Troutdale, Oregon.  This year's theme is "Columbia Basin Science - Summit to Surf", though the scientific program will include many presentations from outside the Basin, including several dealing with comparable physical and biological research in the Colorado River Basin.  Visit the conference website (http://or.water.usgs.gov/uo/usgs_conf/) to get additional information on this year's conference.  Deadlines for registration are approaching quickly, so please don't delay in making your plans.
Request for Proposals, 2007 NSDI CAP:  USGS and the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) have announced their request for proposals to support the 2007 National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) Cooperative Agreements Program (CAP).  A total of $1.2 million has been made available to fund an estimated 26 innovative projects, spread across five geospatial data categories.  Each project will focus on ways to build new or to improve existing geospatial data infrastructure necessary to discover, access, share, manage and use digital geographic data effectively.  The closing date for the 2007 NSDI CAP announcement is January 26, 2007.  Project grant awards are scheduled to be announced by USGS/FGDC in March 2007 with obligated work to begin on each project by September 30, 2007.  More information is available at http://www.fgdc.gov/grants/2007CAP/2007CAPschedule or from Gita Urban-Mathieux: burbanma@usgs.gov or 703-648-5175.
Extension of Abstract Deadline, Hydraulic Measurements and Experimental Methods Conference:  The subject conference, sponsored jointly by the Environmental & Water Resources Institute of the American Society of Civil Engineers and the International Association of Hydraulic Engineering and Research, will be held in Lake Placid, New York from September 9-12, 2007.  Information regarding this conference can be found at http://content.asce.org/conferences/HMEM07/welcome.html.  The abstract deadline has been extended to December 11, 2006.
National Hydrologic Warning Council (NHWC) National Conference:  The NHWC's seventh conference and exposition will be held in Savannah, Georgia from June 11-14, 2007.  The conference is the largest in the United States devoted specifically to real-time hydrologic warning systems, and how this technology assists local officials with storm readiness, emergency response, and disaster recovery.  The theme for this conference is “Building Bridges to Hydrologic Warning Partnerships”— reflecting the ongoing development of partnerships between real-time hydrologic warning system operators, public and private forecasters, equipment providers, consultants, news media, and emergency management officials.  The conference offers a wide range of technical sessions and workshops.  The call for abstracts has been issued and abstracts are due by January 19, 2007.  More information about the conference or the NHWC is available on their web site at http://nhwc.udfcd.org/.
National Academy Review of the USGS Water Resources Discipline (WRD):  The USGS has asked the Water Science and Technology Board of the National Research Council (NRC) to conduct an in-depth review of the WRD.  The purpose of the review is to assess the current USGS water program and recommend how USGS can best address the Nation’s priority water issues.  The NRC review will be conducted during FY 2007 and 2008, with a final report anticipated in October 2008.  The NRC has assembled a highly qualified panel of water resources experts from government, academia, and nongovernmental organizations to conduct the review.  The Review Committee held its first meeting in October, and the Committee anticipates meeting 3-4 more times, including at least 2-3 meetings at USGS Water Science Centers.  Further information on the NRC review can be found on the USGS Intranet at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/nrc_review/ including the charge to the Committee, a list of the Committee members, and copies of Power Point presentations provided by Bob Hirsch, Matt Larsen, Bill Alley, Steve Blanchard, Tim Miller, and Ward Staubitz at the first Committee meeting.  WRD employees may be called upon to participate in the review process and provide information and insights that might be requested by the Review Committee.  Ward Staubitz will serve as the liaison between the USGS and the Committee for the duration of their study.  Ward can be reached at x5061 or at staubitz@usgs.gov for more information on the study.
USDOE Program for Ecosystem Research:  The U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) Office of Biological and Environmental Research (OBER), a part of DOE's Office of Science, has announced interest in receiving grant applications for new experimental research to develop a better scientific understanding of potential effects of climatic change on U.S. terrestrial ecosystems and their component organisms.  Research should focus on the following question, directed at terrestrial vascular plants or animals in the United States:  Do temperature increases projected by coupled atmosphere-ocean general circulation models for the coming 100 years have the potential to affect the abundance and/or geographic distribution of plant or animal species in the United States, and if so, to what extent?  Research should be based on experimental manipulations of temperature in the field and/or the laboratory and directed at understanding cause-and-effect relationships between temperature change and the abundance and/or geographic distribution of terrestrial vascular plants or animals in the United States.  Proposed research should not rely on correlations between presently observed temperature gradients or changes and the observed abundance or distribution of plant or animal species.  High-risk research having the potential to rapidly advance the field is encouraged.  The proposal deadline is April 10, 2007.  See http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do?mode=VIEW&oppId=11637 or contact Deborah Greenawalt (Deb.Greenawalt@science.doe.gov).

USGS “Meet and Greet” and Exhibit Booths at AGU:  The USGS will host a “meet and greet” with a cash bar at the upcoming American Geophysical Union (AGU) meeting.  The event will be held Monday, December 11, 2006, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at the San Francisco Marriott Hotel in Salon C-1.  The hotel is located at 55 4th Street in San Francisco.  Also, be sure to stop by the USGS exhibit booths at AGU (Booths 924, 926 and 928).   The exhibit booths are a great gathering place to network with external customers and stakeholders, meet with your colleagues and learn more about USGS work and our participation at AGU.
BRR/ER Holiday Luncheon at Amphora Diner Deluxe:  We have 53 people signed up to attend our annual Holiday party at the Amphora Diner Deluxe in Herndon, on Thursday, December 7, 2006, at 11:30 a.m. We can sell only a few more tickets, so please see Barbara Cardellichio if you haven't signed up yet.  The childhood photos and our Human Bingo game are going to be the highlight of the afternoon!  If you haven't submitted yours yet, please do so by COB on Monday, December 4 to Emerson at paniagua@usgs.gov.  Be sure to include a witty caption/childhood nickname, preferably sent electronically.  If you don't have a digital copy, we can scan an original photo. See you Thursday!

WRD Pot Luck Luncheon:  The holiday festivities continue with a traditional pot luck in the Auditorium for all staff in the Water Resources Discipline.  Bring an appetizer or dessert to share on Wednesday, December 13 at 11:30 a.m. for a delicious lunch with all of your WRD colleagues. No charge, but please sign up with your Project Assistant so we know how many are coming.

BRR/ER Dessert Party:  Last, but not least, the holidays would not be complete without an afternoon of total indulgence and sweet desserts for BRR/ER.  Join us in 5B227 on Thursday, December 14 at 2:00 p.m. and bring your favorite dessert to share. We will also have a White Elephant Crazy Gift Exchange, so please also bring a slightly used wrapped gift and join in the fun with our sequential gift opening game.  You'll need a little larceny in your heart to steal that cool gift away from your colleague, but we guarantee a good time will be had by all!  No sign up necessary.
Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  Don't forget to complete your pledge card for the annual CFC (Combined Federal Campaign) drive.  Copies of the CFC Catalog and a Pledge Card have been distributed to every employee.  Extras are available in the Branch office if you need one.  This is the season for giving, so please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  If you use Employee Express to make your donation, please print a copy of the pledge and turn it into Barbara Cardellichio.  Thanks!

Children's Tree:   BRR/ER is sponsoring a Children's Tree again this year, and BRR/ER personnel are encouraged to purchase small gifts, toys, items of clothing or toiletries for young needy children in the area through ACTS - Action in the Community Through Service.  Please bring in your donation by December 14, 2006, and clip it to a clothespin on the tree near Mailstop 432 on the 5th floor, or place larger items under the tree.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.
Flu Shots Available to all Employees:  Additional quantities of the flu vaccine have been received in the Health Unit.  Unfortunately, contractors and retired employees may not receive flu shots at USGS.  Flu shots will be available for employees on Mondays from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. and on Fridays from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Or employees can schedule online appointments on a limited basis on Wednesdays only from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. by using the easy-to-use USGS Flu Shot Appointment Scheduler at http://geology.usgs.gov/usgs/flu_shot.shtml.  Persons in the following groups should not receive the flu shot:  Persons with an allergy to hens' eggs or other vaccine components; persons who previously had onset of Guillain-Barré syndrome during the 6 weeks after receiving an influenza vaccine; or persons who previously had allergy shots and live vaccines within the past 48 hours.  If you have any questions, please contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Hazardous Materials Shipments:  If you ship hazardous materials, you must prepare a “Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods” and provide a 24-hour emergency-response telephone number in the designated block on the form.  This number allows for an immediate response in the event of an incident involving the material.  The USGS has contracted with CHEMTREC to provide this service.  This contract provides coverage for all USGS offices offering hazardous materials for transportation.  When preparing the "Shipper’s Declaration for Hazardous Materials" it is important that the “shipper” be designated as "U. S. Geological Survey" since the shipper's name is given first to CHEMTREC -- either by the first-responder at the incident site, or by transportation authorities doing random regulatory compliance audits.  Using any identification such as shipping location or organizational titles can compromise your shipment processing or have you incur additional fees for dual and unnecessary registration with CHEMTREC.  Any questions regarding CHEMTREC should be directed to Materials Management at (703) 648-7271 or by email to mmb@usgs.gov.  Remember to enter on the “Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods”:  Shipper:  U.S. Geological Survey; 24 Hour Emergency Contract Telephone Number: 1-800-424-9300.  More information is posted on the Administrative Policy and Services webpage at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/oms/transpor.html.
Thrift Savings Plan Contributions:  Employees may want to review their Thrift Savings Plan contributions as the IRS elective deferral limit will change in 2007 to $15,500.  In calendar year 2007, there will be 27 pay periods, rather than the usual 26 which could make a difference in the amount of your contributions to reach the deferral limit.  Also, if you are eligible to elect TSP Catch Up contributions (you are at least age 50 or will become age 50 during 2007); you can contribute up to $5,000 during this year.  If you are currently making contributions to your Catch Up account in 2006, you must re-enroll for those deductions to continue in 2007.  You must also be contributing the maximum amount of employee contributions ($15,500) to the TSP.  Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS) employees should review the “Annual Limit on Elective Deferrals” publication on TSP website at http://www.tsp.gov/forms/publications.html#sub2.  This Fact Sheet advises FERS employees how to maximize the tax deferral limit and assures that the employee contributions continue throughout 2007.  If the deferral limit of $15,500 is reached before the end of the tax year, the Government matching contributions will also cease.  Changes to your TSP can be made through Employee Express at https://www.employeeexpress.gov/.

“Lotus: Tips & Tricks” Seminar:  On December 6, 2006, the Lotus Team will offer “Lotus: Tips & Tricks” from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  This Webex seminar will be a presentation of many practical and useful features of the Lotus R6 system and will be presented at the level of the general Lotus user.  If you are interested in attending, please email Leigh Healy (lhealy@usgs.gov) to reserve your space.  Space is limited to 22 participants, and we ask that you please share space if possible.  This seminar is sponsored by the National Center Customer Advisory Board (CAB), and is intended to be the first in a regular series of CAB-sponsored seminars addressing the needs of computer users at the National Center.
Holiday Ethics Guidance:  The Departmental Ethics Office generally receives a number of questions from employees on the appropriateness of certain holiday activities.  It is important to remember our ethical principles and avoid even the appearance of impropriety.  The Ethics Department has summarized rules governing various holiday activities at http://gscamnlh01.wr.usgs.gov/Distribution/C94A56D86A1F35DD8525722C0050D88C.  For additional guidance regarding ethics-related matters, please contact the Departmental Ethics Office at 202-208-7960.
Pre-Retirement Course:  The course will be held on Tuesday, January 30 through Wednesday, January 31, 2007, in BA-102B.  The cost for this two day class is $250.00 per person.  Please use the old TMS to register, not DOI Learn.  Spouses are welcome to attend.  Select training order for choice of payment.  Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rebecca Rabuck at 202-208-3446 or email rebecca_l_rabuck@nbc.gov.
Donate Blood this Friday:  The Red Cross Bloodmobile will be in the USGS National Center auditorium on Friday, December 8, 2006, from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The Red Cross now schedules blood donation appointments through an on-line system, and appointments must be scheduled before 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 6, 2006.  Go to the Red Cross Web site at http://www.membersforlife.org/rccm/mobilesch/login.php?sponsorcode=3668.  This system helps the Red Cross determine how many USGS donors will be there so they bring enough supplies, personnel, and refreshments to accommodate everyone.  Donating blood is usually painless and the entire process only takes about an hour. With supervisory approval, employees are allowed up to 4 hours of administrative leave for donation and recovery time. Your very generous gift will make a difference in the lives of many people. If you have any questions, please call Barbara Rogers at ext. 7766 or the American Red Cross at 800-787-9282 ext. 5305. Questions concerning medical eligibility should be referred to 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Staff Hydrologist, Florida Integrated Science Center, Ft. Lauderdale, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2007-0007 and the position closes on December 5.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14, Chief, Methods Research and Developoment Program, National Water Quality Laboratory, Lakewood, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0082 and the position closes on December 15.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Chief, Hydrologic Studies Section, Colorado Water Science Center, Grand Junction, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2007-0150 and the position closes on December 22.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Reminder to BRR/ER scientists:  Please send a digital file or 2 hard copies of any new publications to Barbara Cardellichio, who will forward them to the Branch Chief and the Office of Chief Scientist.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Jones, E.J.P., Voytek, M.A., Lorah, M.M., and Kirshtein, J.D., 2006, Characterization of a Microbial Consortium Capable of Rapid and Simultaneous Dechlorination of 1,1,2,2-Tetrachloroethane and Chlorinated Ethane and Ethene Intermediates, Bioremediation Journal, vol. 10, p. 153-168. 
Other Newly Available USGS Publications
Haag, K.H. and Lee, T.M., 2006, Flooding Frequency Alters Vegetation in Isolated Wetlands, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3117, 4 p.

Lee, T.M. and Haag, K.H., 2006, Strength in Numbers: Describing the Flooded Area of Isolated Wetlands, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2006-3118, 4 p.

Light, H.M., Vincent, K.R., Darst, M.R., and Price, F.D., 2006, Water-Level Decline in the Apalachicola River, Florida, from 1954 to 2004, and Effects on Floodplain Habitats, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2006-5173, 52 p.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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