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Notices
New Guidelines for Obtaining Abstract Approval:  Under the new Fundamental Science Practices Interim Implementation, abstracts now must be approved by a Bureau Approving Official.  For BRR/ER submissions, the Approving Official is Dorothy Tepper.  Neither Pierre Glynn nor Harry Jenter will have final approval authority for abstracts under the new system.  However, abstracts still must be submitted through Pierre to Dorothy.  Dorothy plans to keep abstracts in a separate pile from the other reports and hopes to give them a turnaround time of 1 week or less. Authors will need to take this timeframe into consideration and will need to plan accordingly to ensure sufficient time to obtain Bureau Approval before the abstract must be submitted elsewhere.  For example, in order to meet the upcoming abstract deadline (September 7, 2006) for the Fall AGU Conference, BRR/ER authors should have their AGU abstracts through technical review and submitted to Pierre for forwarding to Dorothy no later than August 31, 2006.
Travel Tip of the Week - Conference Attendance:  You must obtain approval to attend any conference before you pay your conference registration fee.  Please notify your Project Assistant of your intent to attend a conference at least one week before your conference registration fee is due.  She then will submit a "Request to Attend Meeting Form" for Branch Chief approval. Once this form has been approved, then you are authorized to register for the conference and purchase airline tickets.

NSF Solicitation, “Critical Zone Observatories”:  The NSF Geosciences Directorate has just released a solicitation for two "Critical Zone Observatories."  The full solicitation is at http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf06588.  The funding level is $4.25M for each observatory over a 5-year period, so this is a substantial and long-term investment by NSF.  USGS scientists working with academic colleagues at research sites and NAWQA study sites are encouraged to contact colleagues in academia to participate in developing a proposal.  It would be very advantageous for any academic to establish a collaboration with USGS, ARS, or USFS because a successful proposal will surely build on existing sites and monitoring infrastructure.  It is not likely that resources would come directly to the USGS through this effort.  However, once the NSF panel selects the sites, and if one of the USGS-supported sites is selected, leverage of resources can be discussed.  There could be linkage between this solicitation and CUAHSI, CLEANER, CZEN, NEON, and USGS efforts such as WEBB.  This solicitation is more flexible (unstructured) than the others mentioned, and the scale of the watershed doesn't have to be as large as CUAHSI basins; in fact, it can be a small watershed.  For more general information, go to the links shown below for background information on the Critical Zone Exploration Network and for the Hydrologic Observatories designed by the Consortium of Universities for the Advancement of Hydrologic Science (CUAHSI) 

http://www.wssc.psu.edu/pdf/booklet.pdf, http://www.cuahsi.org/ 

http://www.cuahsi.org/publications/cuahsi_tech_rpt_7DRAFT.pdf
Increase in Scrutiny of Charge Card Transactions:  Please be advised that a number of USGS administrative policies that relate to the use of government charge cards are being changed or are being enforced more strictly by the USGS Administrative and Policy Services Branch in the face of very thorough external audits of the USGS's financial operations.  Consequently, all charge card holders should be sure to check, annotate and sign their charge card statements in a timely, clear and careful fashion.  Also, cardholders should ensure that they are aware of, and follow, all rules pertaining to the proper use of their charge card.  The probability of a cardholder's statement being included in an audit has increased dramatically of late. Charge Card Training is available for those needing a refresher.  Please contact Melissa Schomody  (x5833) or Barbara Cardellichio (x5993) for further information.
Fiscal Year 2006 Closeout Due Dates:

August 18
Determine Reimbursable Agreement Carryover Amounts
August 25
Last Day to Submit Requests for Services Less Than $2,500 and Construction Less Than $2,000

September 2
Submit Firm Funding for Process-To-Point-of-Award Actions
September 15
Process Final Cash Awards & Fitness Program Reimbursements

September 15
Last Day for Bankcard Charges (non-emergency)
September 16
Obtain Approvals on all FY06 Reimbursable Agreements and Transfer to FFS

September 21
Record All Outstanding Travel Vouchers in Travel Manager for Payment in Sept.

September 22
Submit Non-Travel Manager Vouchers

September 22
Last Day Fed Ex Bills will be Processed
September 22
Web-Based Training Order Obligations
September 22
Close Reston Self-Service Store
September 22
WCF Internal Vouchers
September 22
Last Day to Enter PRUS Adjustments (pay period 19 and prior)
September 22
Forward checks for posting collections for final deposit
September 25
Process Last Bankcard Invoice
Purchase of Items Having the USGS Identifier: The USGS has established three Blanket Purchase Agreements (BPAs) that authorize vendors to apply the trademarked U. S. Geological Survey (USGS) identifier to their products.  These BPA's cover high visibility safety apparel, flotation devices, and non-monetary recognition items such as clothing and other products.   The three vendors are Land's End, Mustang Survival and Vinaltronics.  A web page describing ordering rules and procedures can be found at: http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/acquisition/trademark.html.  The USGS is working towards awarding additional BPAs and once these have been made, the vendor information will be added to the webpage.  Please remember that orders for these items using the government charge card must be for official use only.  If you have any questions regarding these BPAs, please contact Scott Morton at (703) 648-7373.
Welcome to Leanna Westfall:  Our new ECO Intern, Leanna Westfall, starts today, Monday, August 14, 2006.  She is working with Greg Noe and Jud Harvey and is replacing Jennifer O’Reilly. She is from Pittsford, New York and will be working in the first floor bullpen (1B219).  Please stop by and say hello.
Contest to Name the USGS Intranet:  The USGS is proud of its science, and has thousands of internal Web pages dedicated to and in support of that science.  By entering the Intranet Naming Contest, employees can help bring those resources together under one name that reflects the USGS as a science agency and as a community at work. Entries will be accepted through September 1, after which one winner will be chosen—that winner will receive a $50 gift certificate and will be featured in a profile on the Intranet Home Page.  The website for submitting entries is http://internal.usgs.gov/homepage_files/contest_name.asp.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Hydrologist, GS-14, Staff Hydrologist, Office of the Regional Hydrologist, Central Region, Denver, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0316 and the position closes on August 17.

· Hydrologist, GS-9/11/12, Staff Hydrologist, Virginia Water Science Center, Richmond, VA.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0254 and the position closes on August 18.

· Research Hydrologist, GS-12, Geologic Hazards Team Member, Geologic Discipline, Golden, CO.  The announcement number is CR-2006-0274 and the position closes on August 21.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-14/15, Director, Indiana Water Science Center, Indianapolis, IN.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0244 and the position closes on August 21.

· Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-13, Director, RI Water Science Center, Providence, RI.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0270 and the position closes on August 25.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Abedini,  A.A., Hurwitz, S., and Evans, W.C., 2006, USGS-NoGaDat -- A global dataset of noble gas concentrations and their isotopic ratios in volcanic systems:  U.S. Geological Survey Data Series 202, http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/ds202/ (online report).

Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Zogorski, J.S., Carter, J.M., Ivahnenko, T., Lapham, W.W., Moran, M.J., Rowe, B.L., Squillace, P.J., and Toccalino, P.L., 2006, Volatile organic compounds in the Nation's ground water and drinking-water supply wells:  U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1292, 101 p.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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